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A Brief History Of 

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd 

First Prayer Book Service - July 1875 

Established April 16, 1907, as the Hocking Valley Mission 

Parish:  Diocese of Southern Ohio – 1958 

 In July 1875, it is recorded that an Episcopal Sunday School met at 

the Ohio University Chapel.  Shortly thereafter the Episcopal Mite 

Society was organized, and the Rev. Mr. Haskins of Brooklyn, New York, 

preached at a 10:30 a.m. service at the same university chapel, 

presumably the first Episcopal service held in Athens.  That year, 1875, 

also marked the beginning of the Diocese of Southern Ohio under the 

episcopate of the Rt. Rev. Thomas Augustus Jaggar, the first elected 

bishop.  Regular services were held at different intervals until 1881 

and then suspended until after the turn of the century. 

 On April 16, 1907, the Hocking Valley Mission was formed.  

Athens at that time was the smallest of three small metropolitan 

centers in the Hocking Valley, the others being Logan and Nelsonville.  

The Episcopal mission, along with Good Shepherd, included St. Paul's, 

Logan; Epiphany, Nelsonville; Trinity, McArthur; and St. David's, 

Jackson (now defunct).  The worshiping Episcopal community in 

Wellston elected to join with the mission in Jackson since it seemed to 

have more of a future than the Athens church. 

 For the following fifty years the Good Shepherd Mission was served by priests-in-charge, some staying 

for brief periods of a year or two, others for longer spans of time.  Eleven different clergy were responsible for 

the spiritual leadership of the mission until it assumed parish status in 1958. 

After meeting in various locales such as the Presbyterian 

Church; the basement of Carnegie Hall, now the School of 

Journalism; and the Ohio University Fine Arts Building, later 

known as "Music Hall," the first church building was constructed 

on the corner East State and Carpenter Streets (now apartments).  

Purchase of the land, at a cost of $2,000, was made on June 5, 1913, 

but the cornerstone was not placed until four years later on May 

27, 1917.  The church was officially dedicated in October 1920, by 

Bishops Vincent and Reese.  The Athens Messenger reported "the 

church was beautifully decorated with colorful fall flowers for the 

occasion, and a quartet closed the service with an appropriate 

vocal selection."  Good Shepherd was said to be "one of the finest 

small structures in the city." 

 In the early 1950s with the support of Bishop Henry Hobson and the assistance of a diocesan-wide 

college building fund, money was raised to relocate the church and construct the present building on University 

Terrace in order to develop a parish-based ministry.  Bishop Hobson laid the cornerstone of the "new church" 

on November 2, 1952, and six years later Good Shepherd was admitted as a parish into union with the Diocese 

of Southern Ohio.  The Rev. Phil Porter thus became the first rector that year. Other rectors who have served the 

church since then include The Rt. Rev. William Black, VII Bishop of Southern Ohio, who had tenure from 1962 to 

1973; The Rev. E. F. Michael Morgan, who served from 1979 to 2002; The Rev. R. William Carroll, who served 
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from 2006 to 2012, and The Rev. Wesley Hills, who served as Priest-in-Charge from 2012 to 2013. As of January 

2015, The Rev. Deborah Woolsey is serving as Priest-in-Charge.  

 In recent years, we have claimed our identity as a Christian community rooted and grounded in the Holy 

Eucharist and Common Prayer. Good Shepherd has also fostered many vocations to the ordained ministry. Two 

deacons and several seminarians have been sponsored by the parish within the past decade, including the 

recently ordained A. J. Stack. In addition, several curates, assistants, and associated clergy have been thoroughly 

integrated into the on-going life of the parish.   

Today, we offer an excellent music ministry, we represent a strong spiritual presence on the Ohio 

University campus, and we fulfill important community outreach, especially in feeding the hungry.  Campus 

ministry has been a long commitment, with the Music Program the most consistent over the years, and a 

broader commitment reached a high point in collaboration with the Good Earth Farm (2006 ̶2014).  Upon the 

arrival of the Rev. Deborah Woolsey we are renewing our commitment to campus ministry. 

 As we continue our journey into the second century of God’s mission for the Episcopal Church of the 

Good Shepherd, much is changing; however, the Good News continues.  Building on the faithful ministry of 

generations who have gone before, let us pray for the grace to move forward in mission.  May we put our trust 

in God and be filled with hope and love. 

Clergy Register  
PRAYERBOOK SERVICES IN ATHENS 

The Rev. Mr. Haskins                                                                                                            July 1875 
The Rev. J. N. Lee                                                        1876 - 1878  
The Rev. Charles D. Barbour 1878 - 1880 
The Rev. Mr. Rambo 1880 – 1881 
 

PRIESTS-IN-CHARGE 
(Hocking Valley Mission) 

The Rev. Alfred W. Buckland 1907 - 1911 
The Rev. Alfred J. Wilder 1911 - 1916 
The Rev. Willard D. Stires 1916 - 1919 
The Rev. C. B. Plummer 1919 - 1920 
The Rev. Arthur H. Marshall 1921 - 1924 
The Rev. Brinley Abbott 1924 - 1925 
The Rev. E. B. Pielow 1925 - 1930 
The Rev. Lloyd Willis Clarke 1931 - 1937 
The Rev. Robert G. Purrington 1938 - 1944 
The Rev. Sydney G. Browne 1945 - 1949 
The Rev. Phil Porter, Jr. 1949 – 1958 
 

RECTORS and PRIESTS-IN-CHARGE* 
(Parish:  Diocese of Southern Ohio) 

 
The Rev. Phil Porter, Jr.                                                                                                       1958 
The Rev. Pitt Sawyer Willand 1958 - 1961 
The Rev. William Grant Black 1962 - 1973 
The Rev. Phillip Edward McNairy 1973 - 1978 
The Rev. E. F. Michael Morgan   1979 - 2002 
The Rev. Michael Jupin * 2003 - 2006 
The Rev. R. William Carroll 2006 - 2012 
The Rev. Wesley Hills * 2012 - 2013 
The Rev. Deborah Woolsey *                                          2015 - present 
 



3 
 

ASSISTING CLERGY 
 

The Rev. Rollin Polk                                                                                                             1947 
The Rev. Frederick Wells  1960 - 1962 
The Rev. Roma Alvah King, Jr. 1963 - 1974 
The Rev. Edward Archer Daugherty 1965 - 1968 
The Rev. Robert Hughes 1969 - 1972 
The Rev. Arthur L. Savage, Jr.                                          1978 - 1998 
The Rev. Felix Obayan                                                     1980 - 1983 
The Rev. Canon John Ogundimite                                      1989 - 1992 
The Rev. Katharin Foster                                                  1991 - 1995 
The Rev. David A. duPlantier                                             1993 - 1994 
The Rev. Katharin Foster                                             2007 - present 
The Rev. Steven Domienik 2009 – 2010 
The Rev. David McCoy 2017 - present 
The Rev. Leslie Flemming 2017 - present 
 
        Compiled by, 
        Ted Foster and predecessors 

 
 

Annual Parish Meeting Agenda 
18 February 2018 

I. Opening Prayer 

II. Acceptance of Minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting   

III. Thanking Departing Vestry & Officers:  Ted Foster, Lynn Graham, Allyn Reilly, and Lois 
Wagner 

IV. Report of the Nominating Committee: Election of Wardens, Vestry Members, and Lay 
Delegates to Diocesan Convention  

V. Presentation of the 2018 Parish Budget 

VI. Questions & Answers 

VII. Closing Prayer 
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Church of the Good Shepherd 
Annual Meeting 

January 22, 2017 
Minutes 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Church of the Good Shepherd met at 12:10 pm on Sunday, January 

22, 2017 in Nehls Hall.  Forty people were present. 
The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, Priest-in-Charge, opened the meeting with the prayer “For a Church 

Meeting” found on page 818 in the Book of Common Prayer.  She then welcomed everyone. 
The Rev. Woolsey asked for a motion to accept the minutes of the Annual Meeting of January 

31, 2016.  Dick Dean moved to accept the minutes; Lynn Graham seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous in favor of the motion. 

The Rev. Woolsey then thanked departing Vestry persons (David Burton, Dana Carlson, Nikhil 
Dhinagar, and Bruce Martin) for their service.  She then expressed her thanks to Katharin Foster and 
David McCoy, to her family, Michael and Hailey, and to Lynn Graham. 

David Burton, departing Vestry person and chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the 
slate of officers and new Vestry members: Allyn Reilly, Sr. Warden; Lia Knox, Jr. Warden; Ted Foster, 
Clerk; Alex Buckley, Chris Eaton, Steve Steward.  There were no nominations from the floor.  The slate 
was accepted with a unanimous vote in favor. 

Gregory Proctor, Treasurer, presented the Budget for 2017.  He explained the Five-Year Budget 
summary.  He stated that the expected deficit for 2017 should not be a concern.  Proctor did tell the 
meeting that the Diocese is now charging us more for our Mission Share.  He also said that he is 
moving toward greater transparency in our budget.  Dick Dean moved to accept the budget; Lia Knox 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

In a period of Questions and Answers, the following were made: 
 Marsha Reilly noted that because of some holes in the blower for the bellows of the 
 organ, that blower will be removed, repaired, and returned during the week of  
 February 13. 
 Richard Carlson remarked that he is happy that the chapel is open during the week and  
 that it offers good comfort from the hubbub of the world. 
 The Rev. Katharin Foster expressed her thanks for the new windows that have been  
 placed in the doors that lead to the chapel. 
 Marsha Dutton said that she will welcome any ideas for study in the Adult Forum. 
 Elizabeth Thompson reported that there is a Diocesan-coordinated effort for Study  
 topics. 
 Sarah Vogele-Hake asked how to register with Kroger to get a Community Rewards  
 Card. 
 Sandi White asked about the possibility of getting air conditioning in the Nave. 

There being no further business, the Rev. Woolsey closed the meeting with the prayer “For the 
Mission of the Church” on page 838 in the Book of Common Prayer. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:30 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, David Burton, Clerk 
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Nominating Committee Report For 2018 
 

Election of New Vestry Members and Delegates to Diocesan Convention 
Candidate Slate, respectfully submitted by the nominating committee  
(The Rev Deborah Woolsey, Ted Foster, Lynn Graham, Lois Wagner). 

 
Executive Committee Nominees: 

Senior Warden:  David Burton   (one-year term) 
 Junior Warden:  Dana Carlson   (one-year term) 
 Treasurer:   Gregory Proctor   (one-year term) 
 Secretary:   Alex Buckley   (one-year term) 

   
Vestry Nominees: 
   Thaden Brient   (term expires 2021) 

  Peg Dygas    (term expires 2021) 
  Earl Stump    (term expires 2021) 

 Student Vestry Representative:  
    Jen Hastings    (one-year term) 

 
Diocesan Convention Lay Delegates:     

 Anne Braxton 
 Jack Flemming 

 
Alternate Diocesan Convention Lay Delegates:    

  Don Frazier 
  Joanne Worstall 

 
Please Note: (per the by-laws) "additional nominations, with consent of the nominee, shall be allowed 
from the floor of the annual meeting."   
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Priest-in-Charge Report 2017 

We've been together now as parish and priest for three years; and this third year has been as 
rich and full as the previous two. I deeply appreciate how we can all come together to be a beloved 
community, the Body of Christ in this place. I am proud of the many ways this parish cares for each 
other, celebrates together, works together, prays and worships together, grieves together, does a 
variety of ministries together, and yet is never afraid to welcome the new, the visitor, and is growing 
even more enthusiastic about meeting our neighbors where they are.  

When your search committee approached the Diocese requesting to interview me for your 
priest-in-charge after I had supplied on All Saints Sunday, you not only "bucked the system," you 
showed you possess the gift of discernment, and felt God was calling us together. After three years, I 
can still sense God's call as we've grown together as we worship together, share meals together, pray 
together, learn together, and share in ministry together. You all make me feel grateful to be the priest-
in-charge at Church of the Good Shepherd every day. 

And there are so many of you to thank: starting with the wardens, treasurer, and vestry 
members who share in the ministry of church leadership with me. Our gatherings are positive, we get 
business done with prayer, encouragement, honesty and kindness. I want to thank the retired clergy 
who are a tremendous support and gift to the parish. I am grateful for the altar guild, who are a 
hardworking group of women and men and we all benefit from their dedication. Thank you to the 
Martha's who always find a way to step up and help make receptions after funerals welcoming and 
comfortable, and who create spaces of beautiful hospitality in our building. Speaking of hospitality, I 
am grateful for the volunteers who create a warm welcome every Wednesday by preparing and 
serving and cleaning up after Free Lunch. I often eat my lunch here every Wednesday and the feedback 
I most often receive from those who come and eat lunch with us is how welcome they feel, and how 
grateful they are for our presence. Thank you to Ted Foster and Jane Unger who keep our website up 
to date and maintained; in these days a church's website is often the first way visitors experience a 
church, which makes this ministry a vital one. Thank you to the families and groups who host coffee 
hour and second Sunday brunch, as you provide important hospitality and welcome to all who come to 
Sunday services. Speaking of Sunday services, I am so fortunate to have a wonderful group of acolytes 
and readers and Lay Eucharistic Ministers without whom our worship would be less beautiful. Which 
makes me incredibly grateful to Lynn Graham for her work training and scheduling these ministries. 
Thank you to all the volunteers who join me for Ashes to Go on Ash Wednesday and get up early to join 
me in giving away coffee and donuts on the first days of class. I can't begin to tell you how much I enjoy 
that type of interaction with our neighbors, and how much more I enjoy sharing that ministry 
experience with you. I am grateful for Marsha Dutton's work with Christian Formation, especially with 
the children. I smile every time I see those big, beautiful daffodils blossom in the flower bed beside the 
chapel. Thank you to everyone who visited a parishioner who was in the hospital, or under the 
weather, or unable to get to church due to illness or injury. I love how you take care of each other. I feel 
fortunate to work with our Music Director Marsha Reilly and our Parish Administrator Barbara Martin 
and am thankful to both for putting up with me and for being a pleasure to work with. Thank you to 
David Burton for his leadership in the mission of friendship with the folks in St. Luke's in Merida, 
Mexico and for the pilgrims who joined him on the first visit of friendship.  Of course, I would be 
remiss if I did not thank my husband Michael and his daughter Hailey for the many sacrifices they 
make on behalf of my ministry with you. They have moved away from what they considered "home" 
and have had to repeatedly say goodbye to friends, make new friends, be the new kid at a new school, 
leave a job, look for new jobs, and start new work; to say nothing of the parishes they have had to 
become part of, leave, then become part of another parish. I deeply appreciate that they have chosen to 
join me on the journey of parish ministry. If I have neglected to express gratitude to someone, please 
know such neglect is unintentional, as I do feel grateful to be at Church of the Good Shepherd as your 
priest-in-charge. 
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This year I entered into a new partnership with the Diocese when I was hired to serve as the 
Convener of the Campus Ministry Collaborative for the Diocese. This is a paying position, and an 
experiment to see if taking this additional responsibility would help alleviate the cost of paying my 
salary for the parish's tight budget. This position will be up for review in June of 2018. I am grateful to 
the Rev. Karl Stevens for creating this position, and the Rev. Jane Gerdsen who has been my Diocesan 
liaison who continues to work with me in fleshing out how to make this position work with being a 
parish priest and doing campus ministry.  

We were approached in May 2017 by the Rev. Jason Leo on behalf of the Bishop to consider 
starting a coffee shop/cafe ministry, and I am enthusiastically grateful for all of you for your support in 
allowing me to explore the invitation and work with me. More detailed reports on the cafe/coffee shop 
can be found in archived enews on the website chogs.org. Since January 1, 2018, I have submitted a 
written proposal to the Bishop (copies available in the office or on website) and he has responded 
positively to this proposal. I have been given the "go ahead" to send the bishop a formal request for 
funding and submitted that the week of February 11, 2018. In addition, I have submitted a grant 
request to Province V to help supplement the cost of the cafe/coffee shop, but it will be a month or 
more before I hear back from Province V.  I still do not have a start date, because I am still learning the 
process of working with the Bishop on a project like this. This is an opportunity to partner with the 
diocese in a new way, and undoubtedly, I and all of us, will continue to learn as we go along. I believe 
we will be moving forward on this ministry soon and am looking forward to continuing to work with 
all of you on it. 

We have a lot to look forward to in 2018, and I am looking forward to every day. As God 
continues to call us together to worship, to serve, to minister, I pray we will continue to receive 
wisdom to know what God would have us do and give us the courage and strength to do it. 
 

Respectfully Submitted by the Rev. Deborah Woolsey 
 
 
 

Senior Warden Annual Report 2017 

 This is my final annual report to you, after four years of serving as Senior Warden.  I want to say 
first that I have been privileged and much humbled by the congregation’s willingness to allow me to 
stay in that role, and as I pass the office along to the very capable hands of David Burton, let me say to 
all of you a heartfelt “thank you”! The past four years have indeed been a privilege and an honor. 
 I am personally grateful to many of you: forgive me for not naming (or forgetting to name) 
everyone to whom I am in debt these past years; but my report would be too long if I named every one 
of you. Thanks are especially due the other members of the Executive Committee, who over the years 
have included Anne Braxton, Jack Flemming, and Ted Foster, and most recently have added Gregory 
Proctor, David Burton, and, for the first months of this year, Lia Knox.  All the members of the vestry 
over the past four years have contributed more than they know: our vestry has evolved into a body of 
individuals who trust each other, care about the opinions of their fellow vestry members, and to a 
person support and enable the mission of the parish.  We are who we are because of all of you who 
have served and continue to steadfastly attend and contribute.  Thanks to all of you who have served, 
and thanks also to those who continue to serve our parish. 
 All of you have added much to what makes the Church of the Good Shepherd special: the 
members of the Altar Guild, the members of the Marthas, the Prayer Shawl Guild, the Ushers, the Choir, 
Marsha Dutton, who until recently has directed Christian Formation at both the adult and youth levels, 
the property commission, and others who help out on work days and who cut the grass during 
growing season, and all who help out with worship, music, social events, Soul Biscuits, formation, and 
the work of the church in general. My grateful thanks are extended to all of you who have allowed me 
to serve as your Senior Warden these past four years. 

http://chogs.org/
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 This year, we have embarked on two projects that we hope will have long-term positive effects 
on the parish. First is the establishment of a relationship with St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Mérida, 
Mexico. Our present Junior Warden, David Burton, has led student visits to Mérida for many years in 
his role of Professor of Spanish in OU’s Department of Modern Languages. Early in the year, a small 
delegation of parishioners from St. Luke’s reached out to Good Shepherd, and as you heard in the adult 
forum on February 4, a delegation from Good Shepherd spent a few days with members of the clergy 
and parish from St. Luke’s with positive results. We are continuing this relationship in an effort to see 
where it leads and are hopeful that a delegation from Mérida may visit with us sometime in the future. 
 Last spring, we were approached by the Diocese with an offer to enter into a partnership with 
them. This partnership was broadly explained, in a meeting here with our vestry and the Rev. Jason 
Leo of the Diocese, as a joint venture to establish a church-located café in our Nehls Hall, with a two-
fold purpose: first, to engage in a non-profit venture that would employ individuals at a salary a small 
amount above a minimum wage so that they could establish skills and characteristics enabling them to 
move on to other levels of employment, and second, to provide students and church members a place 
to meet, converse, and exchange viewpoints in the atmosphere of our church building. This concept 
was modeled after the Rohs Street Café in Cincinnati, located just south of the UC campus. We have 
subsequently held an all-parish meeting with Father Jason, and Mother Deborah submitted a business 
proposal following her formation of a business student guidance committee (using students from an 
undergraduate business class at OU). Mother Deborah has also applied for funding from Region V of 
the Episcopal Church, and at this writing we are awaiting results of those two proposals for funding.  
 January 2018 marked the third anniversary of Mother Deborah’s arrival at Good Shepherd. 
When she was called, the Letter of Agreement, furnished by the Diocese, was basically a three-year 
contract. It specified a process in which at the end of the period we would discern, together with the 
parish, Mother Deborah, and the Diocese, whether or not a new letter of agreement would be 
developed. It called for us to basically re-examine our respective ministries to see if our relationship 
was still a “good fit.” We heard from the Diocese only a few weeks ago, and what Canon Lynn Carter-
Edmands expects is that we will enter into a discernment period of “six to eight months” in order to 
determine future directions. Here in Athens, we feel that this time period is longer than it needs to be, 
and that we are already stretched thin with our efforts to establish a firmer Mérida connection and to 
initiate our Café. We have submitted a counterproposal, and the Bishop seems favorably disposed to 
grant us an extension to the three-year agreement into 2018. 
 We have also, as is explained in the Treasurer’s Report, petitioned the Diocese for a reduction 
in our Mission Share for last year. The period in which we were without clergy leadership, 2013–2014, 
was a difficult one. A major difficulty was that of consistency in the parish administrator’s office, with 
records being haphazardly kept and filed. As a result, mistakes were made in the recording of parish 
income in our annual Parochial Reports of that period. These errors were reflected in our mission 
share in a negative way. Our mission share is much higher than that of many other parishes in the 
diocese of the same size, and so we felt justified in appealing the amount of mission share owed. We 
know that the Finance Committee of the diocese has taken up this matter, but at this writing the 
committee’s decision has not yet been determined. 
 In conclusion, we have had a good year, one in which much has been accomplished, but not yet 
concluded. This coming year should see much more progress in our relationship with St. Luke’s. Also, 
assuming funding comes through, the Café should be up and running. We have a sense of moving 
forward, our Wednesday Free Lunch program is well-attended, and we have a regularly attended 
principal worship service on Sundays that is enhanced by beautiful music, conformity to Episcopal 
traditions and practices, and remains our worship focus. We have a friendly, supportive membership 
that is active and committed to maintaining an Episcopal Church presence here in the middle of the OU 
campus. We have a Priest-in-Charge who has accomplished much in only three years in leading the 
parish spiritually and pastorally. 
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 We have a few areas of need: our finances, as noted above, meet our needs at the moment, but 
not without withdrawing funds on an occasional basis from our endowment. The endowment itself 
needs to be augmented, although a healthy stock market has helped immensely this past year. Our 
membership is mostly older and many are retired; as a result, our pledges are down both in number of 
pledging units and in cash. The buildings—the church itself and the rectory—are aging and in need of 
continued upkeep. Nevertheless, I believe that with good stewardship from all of us, and with our 
reserves of leadership and energy, we will be able to sustain our mission to the campus, the 
community, and the world. May God bless all of you, and God bless the Church of the Good Shepherd! 

Respectfully Submitted, Allyn Reilly, Senior Warden 

 
 

Junior Warden Report for 2017 
 

I can’t express enough my thanks to the efforts of the maintenance team that voluntarily keeps 
our facility at Good Shepherd in smooth running order.  We need to give grateful thanks to Jack 
Flemming, Ted Foster, Michael Luelloff, and Curt Sherman for their attention to the needs of our 
physical plant. 

During the mowing season, these parishioners gave their time to help me keep the church yard 
looking neat: Thaden Brient, Michael Luelloff, Bruce Martin, Allyn Reilly, and Curt Sherman.  We need 
to look into planting a low-maintenance ground cover that does not require mowing for the acute 
slopes at the front of the church.  At present it is very difficult, not to mention dangerous, to mow those 
slopes. 

Jack Flemming acts as the point person for the maintenance of the Rectory.  He installed 
Styrofoam around the air conditioners to help with insulation and is constantly proactive in making 
sure that all fire extinguishers are up-to-date and in working order.  In addition, Jack spends several 
days in the summer making sure that parking lot spaces and their numbers are freshly painted. 

Ted Foster and Michael Luelloff installed glass windows in the doors outside the chapel and in 
the doors going into Nehls Hall. 

Michael Luelloff painted the side door to the narthex and the outside doors to Nehls Hall and 
the chapel red.  All doors from the outside to worship areas are now red. 

Numerous parishioners helped in a Spring Clean-Up day. 
Phyllis Dean and Julie Nehls helped move the remodeling of The Hobson Room to its 

completion, along with new carpeting installed in both Hobson and the lobby. 

Respectfully submitted, David Burton, Jr. Warden 
 
 

Treasurer Report 

This past year, the cash flow budget became tight and we had to take more from the 
endowment than expected. The Vestry also decided that our contribution to the diocese, the Mission 
Share, seemed out of line with our circumstances, and we appealed for relief to the diocese. We have 
not had a decision yet on our appeal. 

Some distortions in income and expenses result from parishioners paying their pledges for a 
specific year early, which we have to list as income in the year we receive it, so that it looks as though 
pledge payments are lower than they actually are. This is not a problem in income vs. expenses, but it 
does distort the budget numbers slightly. 

Pledges for 2018 are down substantially, due mostly to our having lost donors to death and 
departure. Those who have pledged, however, continue to show remarkable generosity. Some 
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pressure is also relieved by fundraising activities, such as those of the Marthas, the music program, 
and the various projects of Jack Flemming. These activities reveal strength and commitment to the 
spiritual as well as the financial health of the parish. 

Another bright spot is that some of the family of June Black have restarted the organ 
restoration program with generous donations. 

The endowment investments for the first part of 2017 did not reflect the unusual strength of 
the market, but recently clear gains have been recorded. This allows us to increase the amount we 
regularly take out of the endowment each month, but also will allow emergency withdrawals without 
harm to the principal. Any emergency withdrawals, on the other hand, postpone the time when we 
should be able to pay a full-time Rector’s salary. 

                                                                                     Respectfully Submitted, Gregory Proctor, Treasurer 

 
 

Altar Guild Report 

The Altar Guild has the privilege of preparing for all services held at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd.  The members are also responsible for cleaning the altars, caring for the sacred vessels and 
linens, dealing with the flowers, and ensuring that everything needed for a service is available at the 
appointed time. In addition to the regular Sunday services and seasonal special services, the Altar 
Guild members assist in the preparations for weddings, funerals, memorial services, baptisms, 
confirmations, and ordinations held at the church. 

The 2017 members of the Altar Guild were David Burton, Zelma Coleman, Marsha Dutton, Lynn 
Graham, Sharon Huge, Joanne Larson, Hailey Luelloff, Julie Nehls, and Sally Spero. Sharon Huge 
coordinated the flower ministry for the Altar Guild. 

                                                                          Respectfully submitted, Sharon Huge and Sally Spero 

 
 

Benefit Bank Report, 2017 

Ohio Benefit Bank services were again offered in 2017. Three Good Shepherd parishioners 
volunteered their time assisting low-moderate tax clients in filing online income tax returns. They 
completed 45 Counselor-Assisted returns, with an average federal tax refund, per client, of $1748.00, 
and an average state tax refund of $185.00.    

 Respectfully submitted, Phyllis Dean, Good Shepherd Benefit Bank Coordinator 

 
 

Campus Ministry Report 2017 

When I first visited Church of the Good Shepherd three years ago, I remember looking out the 
clear glass windows in the church and thinking on how fortunate this parish was. While many 
suburban parishes struggle with the question, “Who is my neighbor?” for this parish, the answer is 
literally right outside the door. I believe in the three years since I started here we have embraced this 
ministry with renewed enthusiasm. My favorite parts of campus ministry are still Ashes to Go on Ash 
Wednesday and giving away coffee and donuts on the first few days of class at OU, because those are 
days we bring to the students on the sidewalk who we are and offer not just ourselves but important 
parts of our faith. The open chapel continues to be used by a wide variety of students, faculty, and even 
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folks who aren’t associated with OU, which we might interpret as revealing a desire to enter sacred 
space by folks from all walks of life.  

In addition, we are building on our ministry of presence, not only with our open chapel and 
Wednesday Free Lunch. I meet with students who contact me and have had a wonderful time working 
with a group of students in the theater program who did the play The Last Days of Judas Iscariot by 
serving as their spiritual advisor. I have also met with students involved with other programs and 
projects. I have learned that by my simply being available, students do come to me. I have also invited 
a group of students from the College of Business to help me with the café/coffee shop project. These 
encounters have not only been enjoyable, they are ways we learn from each other. 

There are so many rich moments in campus ministry that I often write about them, and these 
pieces appear on the eNews, archives of which can be found on our website chogs.org. 

Because we receive a diocesan grant for Campus Ministry, I also participate (and now am 
employed by the diocese to convene) the Campus Ministry Collaborative, which consists of clergy and 
other leaders of campus ministries around the diocese. It is a joy to work with, learn from, and support 
these campus ministers. Although each of us has different ministries, we all minister to 
college/university campuses, and our collaboration is energizing. 

I also enjoy sharing the opportunity to be present to our neighbors with all of you. Not only are 
we located in the heart of OU, but together we can be the incarnational presence of Christ’s heart to 
this community. It remains a joy to strive to live into this calling every day with all you. 

Respectfully Submitted by the Rev. Deborah Woolsey 
 
 

Christian Formation Report—2017 

During Winter/Spring the Sunday School met every second Sunday from 9:30 till 10:15, with 
two and sometimes three children. We began each class by lighting a candle, praying the Lord’s Prayer 
together, and singing “Let Us Break Bread Together on our Knees.” Following the liturgical year, we 
considered the gospels’ stories about Jesus and what they told us about who Jesus was. On the Sunday 
when we talked about Jesus’ post-Resurrection appearances we cooked and ate breakfast together 
(including some Pepperidge farm fish rather than frying up a sole). We also worked on creating 
liturgical-year calendars while talking about each season and its meaning. Once we took our work to 
the 10:30 worship service by acting out Jesus’ Temptation in the Desert, concluding as the children 
explained how they understood the story.  Kate and/or B. J. Cottrill were consistently present to help 
with the classes, and Kate costumed the actors for the presentation—I was most grateful to them. 

Because of scheduling conflicts for the Cottrills in 2017–2018, Sunday School is not currently 
meeting but will resume if they or other families with children begin attending the Church of the Good 
Shepherd. 

The Adult Forum met regularly through the year, with increasingly few participants. In the 
spring we spent three weeks discussing the first chapter of Frederick Buechner’s Alphabet of Grace; we 
were joined on one of those Sundays by Bishop Tom Breidenthal and Margaret Breidenthal, who 
participated actively.  In April Mother Deborah led a discussion about the character of Judas, prompted 
by a university student’s film project. For four weeks in the fall we studied the book of Exodus and its 
meaning to us, with the help of diocesan resources.  

As numbers became unsustainable, in mid-fall we decided to suspend the Adult Forum but 
determined the Sunday 9:00 hour to be available for individuals or groups who wish to organize 
educational discussions or programs.  Anyone is welcome to call such groups together. 

Respectfully submitted, Marsha Dutton, Director of Christian Formation 
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Encounter between Good Shepherd and St Luke’s in Mérida 

During the week of January 10-16, seven parishioners from Good Shepherd went to Mérida, 
Mexico.  There we met, visited with, ate with, and prayed with our new friends at St Luke’s Episcopal 
Church.  Thanks to the efforts of Carolyn King and Crystal Kenard, parishioners at Good Shepherd who 
live part of the year in Mérida and who attend St Luke’s, and David Burton, we were able to get a Faith 
in Life Grant from the Diocese that helped fund two participants and has left some more funds for 
future encounters between the two churches. 

The participants from Good Shepherd were David Burton, Phyllis and Dick Dean, Marsha 
Dutton, Zella Nisely, April Knox, and student Johnathen Sweeney.  The group presented an 
informational report to the parish on February 4 at Coffee Hour following the 10:30 service.  The 
consensus was that the week was well spent in a combination of tourist activities along with worship 
that strengthened the bonds of friendship in our spiritual journeys.  We hope to continue to explore 
ways of strengthening those bonds with further interchanges between the two churches. 

Respectfully submitted, David Burton, Liaison between Good Shepherd and St Luke’s 

 
 

Interfaith Ministry Report 2017 

The Church of the Good Shepherd continues to participate in the Interfaith Association, a group 
of leaders of churches and religious organizations on or near campus. Members meet two or three 
times a year to discuss ways we can support each other and the campus community. Highlights for this 
year include 

 Bobcat New Student Orientation (end of May through June) 
 Sept. 11 Interfaith Peace Walk (we are the start of the walk and welcome site) 
 Attending and hosting Interfaith Meetings 
One of the most engaging parts of ministry here at Church of the Good Shepherd often happen 

through this group, and I am grateful for my involvement with this group.  

Respectfully Submitted by the Rev. Deborah Woolsey 

 
 

Music Report for 2017 

The Choir of the Church of the Good Shepherd continues its fine work of musical leadership for 
our liturgies. Singers donate their services from September through May.   In addition, they put in 
many extra hours to prepare for the Advent Festival, Christmas Eve, Holy Week and Easter.  They also 
sponsor the Shrove Tuesday pancake supper as a fundraiser for the June Black Music fund. 
  New singers are always welcome as part of our Music Ministry.  Auditions are not required.  
Rehearsals continue on Wednesday evening at 7:00 and Sunday morning at 10:00 

For over 25 years the church has supported four Choral Scholars as section leaders, cantors and 
assistant conductors. Many students have continued to be active in Episcopal Churches wherever their 
careers have led them. 

This Choral Scholar program is a significant part of our College Student ministry.  Students who 
are part of the program frequently comment about the importance of the sense of community and 
support they have at Good Shepherd. 

This fall we welcomed back Sammi Tayek, soprano, Louisa Oswald, alto, John Falconbridge, 
tenor, and Luke Skinner, bass.  During the second semester, however, Luke had the opportunity to 
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participate in the London semester, where, in addition to classes, he will be studying voice.  In his 
place we have just welcomed Rhys Ivan as our bass Choral Scholar. 

The director and the singers are grateful to librarian Katharin Foster with assistance from 
husband Ted for keeping the music in order. 

We continue to use our Schulmerich handbells on a regular basis. If you read music and might 
like to try learning how to play bells, please contact Marsha. 

Once again the Advent Festival was very successful. Over $600 was raised for the June M. Black 
Music Fund.  This fund, in memory of June Black whose husband was a former rector of this parish and 
a bishop of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, helps provide funds for visiting musicians. Donations to this 
fund are welcome at any time. 
 
Update on organ restoration: 

In 2017 we were able to replace the leather reservoir on the blower motor.    Now we need to 
complete the other phases of the restoration. 

Included in the next phase is more mechanical work to make sure all the various switches and 
systems are working properly.  The top of the organ needs to be refinished.  This work can be done 
without removing the console. 

The last part of the restoration is releathering and upgrading the wiring. The organ chamber 
(behind the screen on the pulpit side of the chancel) contains much leather which, after over 60 years, 
is showing its age. 

There are leather fittings on each pipe also. Ideally, this work can be accomplished at the same 
time as the phase 2 work.  That way we would be without the organ for one period only.  

I am pleased to announce that, due to some new anonymous donations, a separate organ fund 
has been established. This new fund accepts donations at any time no matter how large or small.  Once 
all the work is done we will have a recital and rededication of the organ.  Thank you to all who donated 
generously up to this point. 

Finally, I want to express my deep appreciation to the parish for their support of the music 
program and to the singers and Choral Scholars for their dedication. 

Marsha Reilly, Music Director 
 

 
2017 Parish Life Committee Report 

Many thanks go out to the hosts for coffee hour for their faithfulness and good food! We are still 
in need of more hosts.  Please contact the committee co-chairs to volunteer. 

Parish Life Committee scheduled the coffee hour hosts for the year.  Also, we organized the 
Easter breakfast and the Welcome Back Lunch in September.  Our duties also included organizing 
the Lenten Study soup and bread suppers and the Christmas Eve Reception. 

Respectfully submitted by co-chairs  Joanne Worstall and Lois Wagner.  
 
 

Pastoral Care Report 2017 

There are many facets to providing and participating in the ministry of pastoral care, and here 
at the Church of the Good Shepherd I am deeply grateful for the support and help of the retired clergy 
who are essential in helping provide care, especially in case of emergencies when I am unavailable. I 
am also grateful for the group of Lay Eucharistic Visitors: Lynn Graham, Jack Flemming, the Rev. Leslie 
Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, Gregory Proctor, and Allyn Reilly, who visit shut-ins and others 
who request their visits. 
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One of the ways I see all of us at Church of the Good Shepherd create a beloved community is in 
the way you all participate in care for one another. You all make visits, call folks you haven’t seen, and 
send cards and notes of care; being in a parish that shows such care is truly an expression of living 
what you believe. Well done. 

Respectfully Submitted by the Rev. Deborah Woolsey 
 
 
 

Website, Social Media Report for 2017 

Website (chogs.org):   The church’s website (our virtual welcome mat) is where the parish 
represents itself to the local community and to the world at large, the place where we explain who we 
are and what we represent.  If you have not done so recently, take a look.  There is much to explore in 
the way of administrative and historical documents, and the site also serves as the church’s virtual 
reference library to the community and Episcopal points of interest.  Jane Unger and Ted Foster 
maintain the site.   

With the demise of Frognet the church transferred hosting the church’s domain and email 
services to the “GoDaddy” hosting site.  You may have noticed that “http” has become “https”— the 
Parish has purchased a “trusted certificate,” which is used to create secure, trusted, 
connections between servers and individual who use our site. 

E-News:  The weekly Good Shepherd E-News is composed and distributed using the Constant 
Contact platform.  Each week Ted Foster assembles issues with Marsha Dutton editing before posting 
them posted on Thursday.  The E-News now has 255 active subscribers.   

(Mission opportunity—a most valuable project to assist those doing any inquiry or research on 
past events in the parish would be for some enterprising soul to compile an index to back issues of the 
E-News and the earlier monthly Good News, starting in about 1970.)     

FaceBook:  FaceBook, in particular, is a way for the church to reach out to university students 
and the younger community and has turned out to be quite popular with regular parishioners and 
general public.  Mother Deborah’s interest and use of the social media scene has certainly been a 
positive development.  On occasion a Parish FaceBook entry may now reach over 1000 people. 

Blog:  The Church of the Good Shepherd now has a blog called “Intersections: Where the Holy 
Meets Us.”  Here Mother Deborah posts observations about those myriad places where God intersects 
with our lives and the ordinary is transformed to give us a glimpse of the holy.  Recently started, the 
blog is a work in progress, with currently four articles. 

YouTube Channel: The “Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, Athens, OH 45701” (our 
official Google handle) includes a video channel. The first item is a video from this year’s Advent 
Festival of Lessons and Carols, showing the choir and congregation singing the processional hymn, 
"Come thou Redeemer of the earth."  Additional videos are planned, including selected sermons and 
performances.   

        Respectfully submitted, Ted Foster 
 
 
 

Wednesday Lunch Report, 2017 

Good Shepherd has been serving a Free Lunch each Wednesday for the past fourteen years, 
thanks to the financial support of the church and the contributions of individual parishioners.  

Wednesday meals include a vegetarian and a meat entree (casserole or sauce over rice), plus 
salad, fruit, dessert, and a beverage. The number of guests varies from week to week, making meal 
planning a continual challenge. This year Free Lunch was served 52 weeks of the year, with a total of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transport_Layer_Security
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transport_Layer_Security
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2856 guests served. This total figure is up from last year’s total of 2820 guests.  This year the average 
number of guests served weekly was 55, compared with 54 last year.    

Four separate groups of free lunch volunteers oversee the program, with each group 
responsible for one Wednesday each month and one 5th Wednesday each year.  Our program is blessed 
with a stable pool of volunteers, but additional helpers are always welcome, especially with the return 
of cold weather and flu season and the occasional extended absence.  

Respectfully submitted, Phyllis Dean, Free Lunch Coordinator 
 
 

Worship Report 2017 

I want to begin this report by thanking the group of dedicated, hard-working volunteers 
without whom our worship at the Church of the Good Shepherd would not happen: the women and 
men who serve on the Altar Guild. Their contributions often go unseen but are vital to worship 
services. Thank you, Altar Guild. 

I am also grateful for all the parishioners who helped with additional services like the Area- 
Wide Diocesan Confirmation we hosted in April of 2017, and funerals. It truly makes me proud to see 
how we all work together to make special days beautiful and meaningful through our worship 
services. 

In late fall of 2017 I did an experiment by asking the retired clergy of the parish to help me by 
celebrating at the 8:00 am service as I wanted to stay at church later in the day on Sundays to see if 
any of the OU community would want to spend time in the church or chapel. I learned two things from 
this experiment: 1) students did indeed stop in when the doors of the church were open on Sunday 
afternoons. 2) when I was not the priest celebrating at the 8:00 am service, attendance increased. This 
indicates that the retired clergy are doing a better job of serving the people who attend the 8:00 am 
Rite I service, and thanks to their continued support, the retired priests of the parish (the Rev. Leslie 
Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy) will continue to take turns celebrating 
at the 8:00 am service. I will celebrate less often. We will continue to watch the attendance trend of 
this service.  

There was little need for the Worship Committee to meet in 2017, as it feels that worship is 
working well. There have been inquiries for a service later in the day on Sunday, and Marsha Reilly 
and I will be inviting people this year to help us explore possibilities; we may experiment with a few 
types of services as the year goes on.  

Attendance numbers for worship services are available to anyone interested in reading them; 
they can be found in the red Church Service Register in the Church office.  

It continues to be a joy to serve with all the acolytes, LEMs, readers, ushers, and Altar Guild 
members, who together do the work of the people, as well as to worship with you, the Good Shepherd 
community. It is truly one of the best parts of the week to bid you all Good Morning every Sunday as 
we begin the service. 

Respectfully Submitted by the Rev. Deborah Woolsey 
 


