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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

First Prayer Book Service - July 1875 
Established April 16, 1907, as the Hocking Valley Mission 

Parish:  Diocese of Southern Ohio - 1958 
Member:  Hocking Valley Deanery - January, 1992 

 
 

In July, 1875, it is recorded that an Episcopal Sunday School met at the Ohio University 

Chapel.  Shortly thereafter the Episcopal Mite Society was organized, and the Rev. Mr. 

Haskins of Brooklyn, New York, preached at a 10:30 a.m. service at the same college 

chapel, presumably the first Episcopal service held in Athens.  That year, 1875, also marked 

the beginning of the Diocese of Southern Ohio under the Episcopate of the Rt. Rev. Thomas 

Augustus Jaggar, first elected bishop.  Regular services were held at different intervals until 

1881, and then suspended until after the turn of the century. 

 

On April 16, 1907, the Hocking Valley Mission was formed.  Athens at that time was the 

smallest of three small metropolitan centers in the Hocking Valley; the others being Logan 

and Nelsonville.  The Episcopal mission, along with Good Shepherd, included St. Paul's 

Logan; Epiphany, Nelsonville; Trinity, McArthur; and St. David's, Jackson (now defunct).  

The worshipping Episcopal community in Wellston elected to join with the mission in Jackson 

since it seemed to have more of a future than the Athens Church. 

 

For the following fifty years Good Shepherd mission was served by priests-in-charge, some 

staying for brief periods of a year or two, others for longer spans of time.  Eleven different 

clergy were responsible for the spiritual leadership of the mission until it assumed parish 

status in 1958. 

 

After meeting in various locales such as the Presbyterian Church; the basement of Carnegie 

Hall, now the School of Journalism; and the Ohio University Fine Arts Building, later known 

as "Music Hall," the first church building was constructed at East State and Carpenter 

Streets where the Prokos Rentals now sits.  Purchase of the land, at a cost of $2000, was 

made on June 5, 1913, but the cornerstone was not placed until four years later on May 27, 

1917.  The church was officially dedicated in October, 1920, by Bishops Vincent and Reese.  

The Athens Messenger reported "the church was beautifully decorated with colorful fall 

flowers for the occasion, and a quartet closed the service with an appropriate vocal 

selection."  Good Shepherd was said to be "one of the finest small structures in the city." 

 

In the early 1950s with the support of Bishop Henry Hobson, and 

the assistance of a diocesan-wide college building fund, money 

was raised to relocate and construct the present building on 

University Terrace in order to develop a parish-based ministry.  

Bishop Hobson laid the corner stone of the "new church" on 

November 2, 1952, and six years later Good Shepherd was 

admitted as a parish into union with the Diocese of Southern 

Ohio.  The Rev. Phil Porter thus became the first rector that 

year. Other rectors who have served the church since then 

include The Rev. William Black, VII Bishop of Southern Ohio, 

who had tenure from 1962 to 1973; The Rev. E. F. Michael 

Morgan served from 1979 to 2002; and The Rev. R. William Carroll served from 2006 to 

2012. In December, 2012, the Vestry extended a call on behalf of Good Shepherd to The 

Rev. Wesley Hills, as Priest-in-Charge.  
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In recent years, we have claimed our identity as a Christian community rooted and 

grounded in the Holy Eucharist and Common Prayer, with an excellent music ministry and 

important community outreach, especially in feeding the hungry.  We also are seeing the 

fruit of renewed investment in campus ministry, developed in collaboration with the 

Common Friars at the Good Earth Farm.  Good Shepherd has also fostered many vocations 

to the ordained ministry.  Two deacons and several seminarians have been sponsored by 

the parish within the past decade, including our current seminarian A. J. Stack.  In addition, 

several curates, assistants, and associated clergy have been thoroughly integrated into the 

on-going life of the parish.  As we enter into the second century of God’s mission in the 

Hocking Valley, much has changed, however the Good News has not.  Building on the 

faithful ministry of generations who have gone before, let us pray for the grace to move 

forward in mission.  May we put our trust in God and be filled with hope and love. 

 

 

 

 

CLERGY REGISTER 

 

 

PRAYERBOOK SERVICES IN ATHENS 

  

The Rev. Mr. Haskins July, 1875 

The Rev. J. N. Lee 1876-1878 

The Rev. Charles D. Barbour 1878-1880 

The Rev. Mr. Rambo 1880-1881 

 

PRIESTS IN CHARGE 

(Hocking Valley Mission) 

 

The Rev. Alfred W. Buckland 1907-1911 

The Rev. Alfred J. Wilder 1911-1916 

The Rev. Willard D. Stires 1916-1919 

The Rev. C. B. Plummer 1919-1920 

The Rev. Arthur H. Marshall 1921-1924 

The Rev. Brinley Abbott 1924-1925 

The Rev. E. B. Pielow 1925-1930 

The Rev. Lloyd Willis Clarke 1931-1937 

The Rev. Robert G. Purrington 1938-1944 

The Rev. Sydney G. Browne 1945-1949 

The Rev. Phil Porter, Jr. 1949-1958 

 

 

RECTORS & PRIESTS IN CHARGE * 

(Parish:  Diocese of Southern Ohio) 

 

The Rev. Phil Porter, Jr.  1958 

The Rev. Pitt Sawyer Willand 1958-1961 

The Rev. William Grant Black 1962-1973 

The Rev. Phillip Edward McNairy 1973-1978 

The Rev. E. F. Michael Morgan   1979-2002 

The Rev. Michael Jupin *   2003-2006 

The Rev. R. William Carroll 2006-2012 

The Rev. Wesley Hills * 2012 - present 
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ASSISTING CLERGY 

 

The Rev. Rollin Polk 1947 

The Rev. Frederick Wells  1960-1962 

The Rev. Roma Alvah King, Jr. 1963-1974 

The Rev. Edward Archer Daugherty 1965-1968 

The Rev. Robert Hughes 1969-1972 

The Rev. Arthur L. Savage, Jr.                                                                1978-1998 

The Rev. Felix Obayan 1980-1983 

The Rev. Canon John Ogundimite 1989-1992 

The Rev. Katharin L. Foster        1991-1995 

The Rev. David A. duPlantier 1993-1994 

The Rev. Katharin Foster                2007 - present 

The Rev. Steve Domienik 2009-2010 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AGENDA 
 

January 27, 2013 
 

 

As Episcopalians in the Diocese of Southern Ohio, we commit to know the common story, proclaim our 

common faith, pray our common prayer, drink the common cup, and serve the common good.   

In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  This is our common ministry. 

 

 

 

 

I. Opening Prayer 

 
II. Acceptance of Minutes of the 2012 Annual Meeting   

 
III. Thanking Departing Vestry:  Dick Dean, Sharon Huge, Twig Kaufman, & 

Curt Sherman 

  
IV. Report of the Nominating Committee: Election of Wardens, Vestry 

Members, and Lay Delegates to Diocesan Convention  
 

V. Proposed Change in By-Laws  

 
VI. Presentation of the 2013 Parish Budget 

  
VII. Questions & Answers 

 

VIII. Closing Prayer 
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Minutes, Parish Annual Meeting, 
January 22, 2012, 12 p.m., Nehls Hall 

 
 
Opening prayer: Father Carroll 

 

Present: Richard Dean, Paul Clever, Gifford Doxsee, Kelly Lattimore, Sarah Parker-Clever, 

David McCoy, Steven Steward, Rachel Adeyanju, Terrie Sherman, Lois Wagner, Allyn Reilly, 

Marsha Reilly, Brad Modlin, Jeanne Wells, Roland Swardson, Phyllis Dean, Curtis Sherman, 

Joanne Worstall, Don Frazier, Doris Green, Julie Nehls, Steven Huang, A J. Stack, Mary 

Anne Swardson, Anne Braxton. Jack Flemming, Matthew Adeyanju, Alex Buckley, Geoff 

Buckley, Bill Carroll. 

 

Distributed to members: (1) Church of the Good Shepherd, Annual Meeting, January 22, 

2012, (2) Consultation Report for The Common Friars at the Good Earth Farm, Hilary 

Camblos, July 15, 2011, (3) Pledge card for special needs (worship space renovation, organ 

repair, etc.) 

 

The minutes from the 2011 meeting, after being amended to show that Paul Clever was 

present, were approved by acclamation. 

 

Father Carroll thanked departing vestry members Paul Clever, Will Lamb, Julie Nehls, and 

Lois Wagner for their service. 

 

The Nominating Committee presented the following slate: 

Senior Warden:  Matthew Adeyanju (one year term) 

Junior Warden: Jack Flemming (one year term) 

Vestry (all for terms expiring in 2015): Jan Gault, Kelly Lattimore, Sarah Parker-

Clever, Joanne Worstall. 

Diocesan Convention Delegates: Ted Foster, Paul Clever.  Kelly Lattimore was 

nominated from the floor to be an Alternate Convention Delegate. 

 

The slate was approved by acclamation. 

 

Anne Braxton presented the budget.  She said we had had a good year.  Outreach funding 

exceeded projections and we bought a new refrigerator, thanks to the Martha’s.  There will 

be 2% raises for the music director and the bookkeeper and a 1% raise for the rector.  

$500 will be added to the allotment for the Altar Guild. 

 

The budget was accepted by acclamation. 

 

Father Carroll urged vigilance in our stewardship.  He said a balanced budget (no more than 

4% taken from the endowment) is in sight but we're "only on the edge of sustainability."  

The burden is being carried by a few.  On the bright side, he said, the loss from the 

departure of three solidly pledging members has been balanced by pledges from new 

members.  This shows that we can be an exception to the predicted national decline of the 

Church, where in a few years the number of parishes is expected to be down 30 to 40%.  

The great need is for a strong Sunday school.  If we had that we could do more than hold 

our own. 
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After showing us the "All Things Bright and Beautiful Banner" to be hung in Nehls Hall, Allyn 

Reilly reported on our repair projects.  For painting we plan to go with an estimate from Joe 

Butcher.   His $21,000 will probably come down to $19,000.    The carpet estimate is 

$9,000.  The total cost of the painting will be $26,000. 

 

Steve Huang spoke of the need to repair our organ, which was built in 1952 and has had 

very little work done on it.  Steve called the organ a "gem."  It was built by "a great 

company at the height of its productivity."  It is a "Rolls-Royce of organs."  What we would 

be doing would not be a rebuilding or a renovation; it would be a vital restoration.  Steve 

said he couldn't call the case urgent but "if we don't take care of it in the next five to ten 

year we will face a very serious problem."  The cost will be $38,000.   That should fix it for 

at least another two generations.  Steve was supported in this by Marsha Reilly. 

 

Julie Nehls summed up the case.  We need $70,000 over a three-year period (hopefully by 

2014) and 11-12,000 of that in the next month.  The Martha’s offered $2,500 plus the next 

flea market profit.  Vestry members have pledged $25,000 over three years with $5,000 of 

that for immediate use.   

 

Father Carroll said that a committee would contact former parishioners for help. 

 

A. J. Stack spoke of the needs of the Church in Haiti.  He encouraged everybody to come to 

meetings of the Outreach Committee. 

 

Cards for pledges to meet these special needs were then distributed. 

 

The meeting was ended with The Lord's Prayer, said in unison. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Roland Swardson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominating Committee Report 
 

Election of New Vestry Members and Delegates to Diocesan Convention; 

Candidate Slate, respectfully submitted by the nominating committee  

(Curt Sherman, Sharon Huge, Richard Dean, Twig Kaufman). 

 
 
 

Executive Committee Nominees: 

 

Senior Warden:   Will Lamb  (one year term) 

 Junior Warden:   Jack Flemming (one year term) 

 Treasurer:    Anne Braxton   (one year term) 

 Secretary:    Ted Foster  (one year term) 
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Vestry Nominees: 

 

   Allyn Reilly    Term Expires 2016 

  Meghan Vandermale  *  Term Expires 2016 

  Jesse Pyle  *    Term Expires 2016 

  Gregory Proctor  *   Term Expires 2016 

 

* These three slots did not have confirmed nominees by the December 27, 

2012 deadline.  Therefore these three parishioners will be nominated from the 

floor by the nominating committee at the annual meeting. 

 

 

 

Diocesan Convention Delegates:  

    

Terrie Sherman 

Curt Sherman 

 

 

Alternate Diocesan Convention Delegates:  

    

Sarah Parker-Clever 

Paul Clever 

 

 

Please Note: (per our by-laws) "additional nominations, with consent of the nominee, shall 

be allowed from the floor of the annual meeting." 

 

 

 

 
 

Proposed revisions to the By-Laws of the  

Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd 
 
 

Based on the size of the parish, it is proposed that we reduce the size of the Vestry.  
Currently, Article III reads as follows: 

 

 

ARTICLE III - Terms of Office; Wardens and Vestry Members 

 

The Vestry of the parish shall consist of a Senior Warden, a Junior Warden, and twelve (12) 

other members, including a college representative. 

 

The Wardens shall be elected to a term of one (1) year. After serving three (3) consecutive 

terms, they are ineligible for re-election to office for the period of one (1) year. 

 

The Vestry members, exclusive of the college representative, who will serve a renewable 

one-year term, shall be elected for a term of three (3) years. Four (4) Vestry members shall 
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be elected at each annual congregational meeting.  Vestry members may not succeed 

themselves but become eligible for re-election at the expiration of one (1) year. 

 

The duties of the Wardens and Vestry members shall be directed by the Canons of the 

Diocese of Southern Ohio.  Any member may be removed from office for good cause by 

vote of three-fourths of the entire Vestry. 

 

 
It is proposed that the following alternations (underlined) be made to Article III: 

 

The Vestry of the parish shall consist of a Senior Warden, a Junior Warden, and nine (9) 

other members, plus a college representative. 

 

The Wardens shall be elected to a term of one (1) year. After serving three (3) consecutive 

terms, they are ineligible for re-election to office for the period of one (1) year. 

 

The Vestry members, exclusive of the college representative, who will serve a renewable 

one-year term, shall be elected for a term of three (3) years.  Three (3) Vestry members 

shall be elected at each annual congregational meeting.  Vestry members may not succeed 

themselves but become eligible for re-election at the expiration of one (1) year. 

 

The duties of the Wardens and Vestry members shall be directed by the Canons of the 

Diocese of Southern Ohio.  Any member may be removed from office for good cause by 

vote of three-fourths of the entire Vestry. 

 

 
 

 
 

Senior Warden’s Report 
 

“May you live in interesting times.” 

 

 

Well, in 2012, the Church of the Good Shepherd did, indeed, live in “interesting” times.  We 

faced a very significant challenge this year as we had to replace Father Carroll after his 

move to Oklahoma.  I would like to extend a special thanks to our previous Senior Warden, 

Matthew Adeyanju, for all his efforts to make the first four months of this transition period 

go smoothly.  The Vestry considered many different approaches to the search for a new 

Priest, and after some fits and starts, I believe they settled on a course of action that will 

place Good Shepherd in a strong position well into the future.  We are very fortunate to 

have welcomed Father Wesley Hills as our new Priest-in-Charge—his experience, approach, 

and outlook will serve the parish well.   

 

 

The reports presented below provide a more complete picture of our situation, both the bad 

news and the good news.  We continue to face challenges in maintaining the building and 

grounds—but we have been able to afford most of the urgent repairs, including new 

windows and a new roof for the rectory.  We need to fund a restoration for our organ—but 

through Marsha Reilly’s leadership we have maintained a vibrant music program that 

continues to be a central feature of our ministry.  We face a continued decline in the total 
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annual pledges—yet the Vestry is now able to present a balanced proposed budget for the 

first time in decades.   

 

Furthermore, so many of the specific ministries that Good Shepherd supports continue to 

thrive, thanks to the many hours invested by so many volunteers.  The scope and strength 

of commitment of these parishioners (and other volunteers) made our transition time go far 

smoother than you could reasonably expect.  The Altar Guild, the Martha’s, Parish Life 

Committee, Worship Committee, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Kairos Ministry, and Wednesday 

Lunch (among others) all continued apace.  The Campus Ministry Committee also made 

strides with a variety of programs that have resulted in a committed core group of regular 

participants.  The Good Earth Farm also continued to build and refine the many programs 

within its ministry.   

 

As a final note, I would like to extend a special thanks to the many clergy who assisted this 

year as visitors during our nine months of transition.  Many of them helped us multiple 

times, and some of them made a very long trek to Athens to ensure that we were able to 

worship each Sunday.  This has been an anxious time for Good Shepherd, but I feel 

confident that we have a solid foundation for a much less stressful 2013! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Will Lamb, Interim Senior Warden 

 
 
 
 
 

Junior Warden’s Report 
 
In 2012 we made several improvements, both large and small, to our physical facilities. We 

installed new carpeting in the choir, altar, and nave areas. At the same time we repainted 

the nave, and while this was going on I also repainted the front doors. Later in the year we 

removed the old sash windows in our rental property and replaced them with the latest in 

double pane windows. Finally, the Martha’s generously paid the $1,900 cost to replace the 

antiquated garbage disposal unit in the kitchen. 

 

It is true that our primary mission at Good Shepherd is not to keep up the building but to 

provide a venue for worship and a center for outreach. But a well maintained building does 

a lot to make these missions possible. It is an essential part of our stewardship to make 

sure our facilities are able to support our mission. 

 

I would like to provide an update regarding the Columbarium. During the year we managed 

to sell every niche. However, a family with a niche is leaving the area and has asked Good 

Shepherd to arrange the sale of their niche. This means that one niche has become 

available. If your family would like to purchase this niche or would like further details, 

please see either Fr. Wes or myself. 

 

While it is not strictly a “Junior Warden” matter, I am taking the liberty to address some of 

the direct fundraising projects we undertook in 2012. The profits from all those bags of 

coffee come to $568.00, and from the books you donated for sale on Amazon we raised 

$2,402.26. This results in a total profit from these two enterprises in 2012 of $2,970.26. 
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To put this in perspective, our average 2013 pledge will be $2119 and our median pledge 

will be $1,500. This means that last year those bags of coffee and discarded books brought 

Good Shepherd $850 more than this year’s average pledge and nearly double this year’s 

median pledge. 

 

Ten years ago Good Shepherd had 65-70 pledging units. In 2013 we will enjoy the usufruct 

of forty-eight (48) signed pledge cards. At the same time we have “maxed out” our rental 

income, we have cut expenses in every way possible, and we are taking as much from the 

Endowment as we can take without permanently undermining the principal. 

 

I agree that our most important mission is to be the Body of Christ. But we live in a 

mercantile, rather than a feudal, economy and we cannot commute all our expenses directly 

into labor. Like congregations everywhere, we must find additional sources of cash income. 

In my view, our best available source of new income is from the profits we can derive by 

creatively providing goods and services to the larger community. 

 

We have already made a start. And our flea markets and pancake suppers are also ongoing 

projects. But to realize the level of new income we are capable of achieving will require 

even more ideas and even more work. On the positive side, our ability to fulfill our mission 

will increase as our income base is broadened. This is an aspect of Stewardship where each 

of us can make a contribution, and I urge everyone to work to develop ideas which can help 

further increase our income and help us fulfill our mission in the community. Meanwhile, 

keep bringin’ in those books and keep drinkin’ that coffee! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jack Flemming, Junior Warden  

 

 

 
 

 

Music Report  
 
The choir of Church of the Good Shepherd continues its fine work in its musical leadership 

role.   Singers donate their services from September through May. In addition, they put in 

many extra hours to prepare for the Advent Festival, Christmas Eve, Holy Week and Easter. 

 

New singers are most welcome as part of our Music Ministry.  Auditions are not required.  

Rehearsals continue on Wednesday evening at 7:00 and Sunday morning at 10:00 

 

We are fortunate to have four Choral Scholars to anchor each section.  Chrissy Wenning and 

Andrea Schwalberg graduated in June and are now living in San Diego and Pittsburgh 

respectively.  Current Choral Scholars are Ray Wolfe, Rocco Contini, Jenna Freisthler, and 

Kathryn Coccia.  Their responsibilities include serving as section leaders, conducting, 

cantering and generally assisting the director as necessary.  In return, the choir family 

provides a home away from home for these students. 

 

The director and the singers are grateful to librarian Katharin Foster with occasional 

assistance from husband Ted for keep the music in order. 

 

We continue to use our Schulmerich handbells on a regular basis as well as call on the 

various instrumentalists in the parish. 
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Last year we began a push to build a fund to restore the 1952 Aeolian-Skinner organ.     

While the instrument functions well, there are mechanical aspects that are showing their 

age – such as loose key bushings, ivory key-tops that are breaking off and old wiring.   We 

need to see this project through as part of the All Things Bright and Beautiful campaign. 

 
A brief history: 

 

When the church was being designed, Bishop Hobson visited a church in Worcester, MA. 

There he heard an organ that so impressed him that he insisted that the Aeolian-Skinner  

Company be the builder for the organ at Good Shepherd.    The completion of the organ was 

delayed by supply problems due to the Korean War.  Finally in 1954 the dedication recital 

was held which was performed by the vice-president of the Aeolian-Skinner company. 

 

This instrument, having been well-maintained but not altered, has historical value.  

According to people in the Organ Historical Society it may qualify for a historical organ 

plaque. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Marsha Reilly, Music Director 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Lunch Report 
 

Good Shepherd has been faithfully serving “Free Lunch” each Wednesday for the past ten 

years. The idea was first conceived by one of our collage peer workers, who saw it as a way 

of living out Good Shepherd’s motto of being “The Episcopal Parish on the Campus of Ohio 

University.”  She and fellow students met regularly for fellowship, and began serving soup 

and sandwiches to about ten people.  As word spread the program grew and, by the time 

the original students graduated, five parishioners had joined the effort, more complete 

meals were being served, and the number of guests had grown to around 40 – including 

Athens community members as well as students. 

 

The program has continued to grow and develop and, in more recent years, has become 

one of several mainstays in the parish’s hunger ministry, with financial support coming from 

the church budget, individual contributions and, for several years, an ECSF grant.  The 

number of free lunch volunteers has grown, as well; expanding from a single group of five, 

to four separate groups of six or more – with each group responsible for a single 

Wednesday each month.  Meal planning and preparation has always been one of the main 

challenges, because the number of guests varies from week-to-week (one memorable 

Wednesday 140 showed up). The total number of guests served this past year was 3795, 

for a weekly average of 75. This represents a decrease over last year’s total, of 4583, due in 

part to lunch not being served the Wednesdays of July 4th, and December 26th.  Menus 

usually include a vegetarian and meat entree (casserole or sauce-over-rice), salad, fruit, 

dessert, and beverage.  

  

With the return of cold weather and flu season, ever-present issues of aging, illness, and 

extended absences, are creating problems and legitimate concerns within the volunteer 

pool. These matters – plus recent questions concerning the overall effectiveness of the 

program, and whether the Food Pantry, Good Works or Rural Action might put our “hunger 
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money” to better use – have prompted a call for program review.  No changes will be made 

immediately, aside from a request for additional volunteers.  However, during the upcoming 

months meetings will be held to enable our volunteers to discuss these issues, consider 

options, and be part of the decision-making process regarding the future of the program.      

 

Respectfully submitted,    

 

Phyllis Dean       

 

 

 

 

Altar Guild Report 
 

The Altar Guild has the privilege of preparing for all services held at the Church of the Good 

Shepherd.  The members are also responsible for cleaning the altars, caring for the sacred 

vessels and linens, dealing with the flowers, and ensuring that everything needed for a 

service is available at the appointed time.  In addition to the regular Sunday Services, the 

Altar Guild members assist in the preparations for weddings, funerals, memorial services, 

baptisms, confirmations and ordinations held at the church. 

  

In 2012 the following special services were held: 

  

One memorial service 

Two Baptisms 

Two Weddings 

  

In January 2012 Sharon Huge, Sally Spero and Lynn Graham took over as Directors of the 

Altar Guild.  The Altar Guild lost the following members: Pat Grean, retirement, AJ Stack 

and Kyle Watson - moved away. 

  

Respectfully submitted,  

Lynn Graham, Sharon Huge, Sally Spero 

 

 

 
 

Report of the Martha’s 
 

During 2012, as always, we raised money for the purpose of helping support the needs of 

projects within the Church. We do this through flea markets, receptions, dinners, auctions 

and our mini holiday house. These are all generally successful events.  

 

This year the Martha’s also worked with the Associates of the Community of the Holy Spirit 

to raise money for their capital campaign at Bluestone Farm. We were able to raise $2000 

for this campaign through two flea markets and a lunch after Church. 

 

In addition we have purchased a new refrigerator for the Rectory, a new disposal for the 

Church of the Good Shepherd kitchen, paint for the beautification of the Nave, stairways 

and Narthex. We also paid for carpet cleaning as well as a thorough cleaning of the interior 
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of the entire church. We have supported Sr. Faith Margaret’s ministry of spiritual direction 

at Good Shepherd for the last eleven years. 

 

We are in need of more help in this important ministry; both men and women are welcome 

to join our group and we will welcome you with open arms.   Yes, it is hard work 

sometimes, but we usually enjoy what we do and have fun doing it.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Nehls 

 

 

 

Report on Altar Flowers 
   

The presence of fresh flowers on the altar every Sunday (except during Lent) is an 

important part of the way we prepare the church for worship. The parishioners themselves 

provide these flowers, for which the whole congregation is grateful. In case some do not 

know how this happens, the procedure is described below. 

 

The general procedure is to first speak to the person in charge. At the present time it is 

Mary Anne Swardson (swardson@ohio.edu).  You may order flowers for a particular date or 

you can ask to have the nearest Sunday to particular date reserved to you every year. You 

can also choose to dedicate the flowers to the person or persons of your choice, in their 

honor or in their memory or you may offer them in thanksgiving for, or in celebration of 

some person or occasion. If you like, you may choose to speak to the florist yourself about 

what kind of flowers you want, subject to the requirements of the church calendar. You will 

be billed directly by the florist. The florist we use is the Athens Flower Shop. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Anne Swardson 

 

 

 

Prison Ministries Report 
 

On the second Monday evening of each month a small group of us from Good Shepherd 

have joined parishioners from Epiphany, Nelsonville and St. Paul's, Logan to play cards 

(euchre) with some of the inmates at Hocking Correctional Facility in Nelsonville. 

 

Our agenda has been simple; we make it as much like an evening of cards anywhere as 

possible and in conversation with an emphasis on listening.  Many of them "get it" as to why 

we are there.   

 

“’And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king 

will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the lest of these who 

are members of my family, you did it to me’” (Matt. 25:39-40).   

 

Our numbers are shrinking -- think about joining us.                      

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jan Gault, Lynn Graham Mowery, Joanne Larson 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry Report 
 

The prayer shawl ministry started in 2003 with 15 eager parishioners dedicated to the idea 

of making and giving the shawls to those in need of care, love, comfort, healing as well as 

in friendship and celebration.  Shawls are also provided to O’Blenness Hospital’s birthing 

center, cancer center and heart center as well as to nursing homes, Visiting Nurses and 

Hospice Association and a dental office.  Again this year we provided hats for the project 

called “A Hat on Every Child.” 

 

During 2012 we gave 35 shawls and 20 hats.  Since 2003 we have knit and given 524 

shawls with a printed prayer and a tag that reads: Good Shepherd Prayer Shawl Ministry. 

Many more shawls have been made, waiting to be presented when the need arises.  The 

responses from those who have received a shawl have been heart-warming. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Nehls 

 

 

 

Ministry at Appalachian Behavioral Healthcare 
 

We were asked years ago to provide a Sunday evening chapel service in March and 

November of each year.  Lynn Graham has arranged a booklet containing Evening Prayer 

and hymns. We also provide prayer or scripture cards to take with them.  The services have 

been interesting, attendance varies from a few to 20 plus.  Lay people or clergy read 

Evening Prayer and music seems to speak to many.  The feeling there is that it is important 

for the residents to know that a worship service takes place regularly, whether or not they 

choose to attend.  We are scheduled next for this coming March.   You are always welcome 

to join us -- Sunday evenings at 6pm. 

  

Respectfully submitted,  

Lynn Graham Mowery and Jan Gault 

 

 

 

 

Common Friars at Good Earth Farm 
 
2012 was another busy year at the farm. Even though we lost the four acre field along 

Armitage Rd., we were still able to produce 3500 pounds of food on less than a half of an 

acre. We began a new partnership with the Nelsonville Presbyterian Church. Together we 

cooked a weekly meal during the summer for kids enrolled in the summer arts program. The 

Tuesday Eucharist is still going strong despite a dip in the attendance. Typically we have 

around 12 people join us for the service. We also made progress on the chapel. The bishop 

blessed the space in May, and we began phase one of the project, an earth bag courtyard. 

One of our most exciting events was grape stomping to make wine for the farm Eucharist. 

We got a little carried away when picking the grapes, but we had a lot of fun stomping 

them. One stomper said, “This has been my favorite experience in Athens”. This year like 

previous, we hosted over 300 hundred different individuals to the farm to share our life and 

work.  
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Looking ahead to 2013, changes are under way. The Common Friars underwent an 

intentional six month period of discernment last year and have decided we need to scale 

back. We have always pushed the limits of time and financial sustainability. This year we 

are going to scale back to hopefully figure out how to sustain our work. Starting in March, 

we are going to move the Tuesday Eucharist to Saturday at noon. Volunteers will be invited 

to join us for the service or continue working and everyone will regroup for lunch. Also, we 

plan to take a hiatus from hosting overnight groups. 

 

We have some exciting new opportunities this year and are excited about continuing some 

of our most successful programs. The internship program, now entering its fourth year, 

went extremely well in 2012 and we look forward to continuing to make it even better for 

2013. The internship program is unique mixture of homesteading skills (cooking, gardening, 

carpentry, etc.), exposure to religious life (daily prayer), and vocational discernment 

(focused conversation, readings, and field trips). Also, we are planning on expanding our 

partnership in Nelsonville. We are going to help with Nelsonville community garden, anchor 

the Nelsonville farmers market, and cook a weekly free meal May through October at the 

Presbyterian Church.  

 

Thank you to everyone that continues to support this ministry in time, talent, and treasure! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul Clever 

 

 

 

 

Campus Ministry 
 

After a two-year national church grant cycle, diocesan support, and countless initiatives at 

Good Shepherd, we seem to have finally hit our stride in campus ministry.  For the students 

that come into the church building, more are coming back. More importantly, Good 

Shepherd is extending its reach outside the building and growing a web of relationships.  

 

Two improvements have been important. One improvement is our campus minister Brad 

Modlin who has been dedicated and skilled at building relationships. He connects people that 

come to the farm and people “trying out” Good Shepherd to our rich church community. He 

has also built up programs like pub theology in addition to simply bringing new folks 

together for dinner on a periodic basis. The other improvement has been the campus 

ministry committee comprising Lynn Graham, Will Lamb, Steven Huang, and Jessie Pyle. 

This committee has been a vital part of making campus ministry a greater focus at Good 

Shepherd. They are able to do this through improved communication of new and ongoing 

events. Also, the committee has worked to form itself to do the work of campus ministry, 

which is simply building relationship centered on our faith and the gifts of our church 

community. 

 

In 2013 we are fortunate to have diocesan support to continue paying a stipend for the 

campus minister as well as supporting our programing. We hope to continue building upon 

Good Shepherd as a place for students to encounter Christ and a vibrant faith community. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul Clever 
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