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CHOGS E-news (11/22/10)
As Episcopalians in the Diocese of Southern Ohio,
we commit to know the common story, proclaim
our common faith, pray our common prayer,
drink the common cup, and serve the common
good.  In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, this is our common ministry.

Spiritual Food to Chew On
"Behold, you come.  And your coming is
neither past nor future, but the present,
which has only to reach its fulfillment.  Now
it is still the one single hour of your
Advent, at the end of which we too shall have found
out that you have really come."

Karl Rahner, SJ, "God Who Is to Come."

Fr. Bill out of office
Fr. Bill is out of the office from Tuesday through
Saturday.  He and Rachel are visiting his mother in
San Diego as she has cancer surgery.   Fr. Steve is
also out of town beginning Wednesday.   For
emergencies or pastoral care needs, please contact
the Rev. Tracey Carroll, 740-590-3865, or the Rev.
Katharin Foster, 740-593-8615.

Worship in Advent and Christmas
This Sunday we enter into the season of
Advent.  The Sundays of Advent are
November 28, December 5, 12, and 19.  

We will celebrate the Advent Festival on
Sunday, December 5 at 4 p.m.

We will celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, Christmas Eve, on Friday, December 24 at 4
p.m. and 10:30 p.m. (with special prelude music
beginning at 10 p.m.).

As we prepare our hearts for the coming of the
Messiah, may we dare to hope that even now, hidden
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Matthew 24:36-
44

Jesus said to the
disciples, "But about
that day and hour no
one knows, neither
the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but only
the Father. For as the
days of Noah were,
so will be the coming
of the Son of Man.
For as in those days
before the flood they
were eating and
drinking, marrying
and giving in
marriage, until the
day Noah entered the
ark, and they knew
nothing until the flood
came and swept them
all away, so too will
be the coming of the
Son of Man. Then
two will be in the
field; one will be
taken and one will be
left. Two women will
be grinding meal
together; one will be
taken and one will be
left. Keep awake
therefore, for you do
not know on what day
your Lord is coming.
But understand this: if
the owner of the
house had known in
what part of the night
the thief was coming,
he would have stayed
awake and would not
have let his house be
broken into.
Therefore you also
must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming
at an unexpected
hour."

from our sight, God is silently at work, making all
things new.  May the stark beauty of this holy season
bring you abiding peace and joy.

Thanksgiving Day Eucharist
(Nov. 25)
The Rev. Tracey Carroll will preside and preach and
David Burton has graciously offered to provide
music.  We will offer a simple celebration of the
Eucharist at 10 a.m. at Good Shepherd.  Eucharist
means thanksgiving, and on this occasion we will be
giving thanks for the harvest, for God's many
blessings, and for the gift of God's Son, Jesus.

Advent Festival and Holiday
House (Dec. 5)
This year's Advent Festival is Sunday,
December 5 at 4 p.m.  Please arrive early to
get your seat.  A freewill offering will be

taken to support the June Black Music Fund.

It will be followed by a mini Holiday House fundraiser
for the Marthas.

Anyone who wishes to donate arts and crafts, food items or
gift baskets for sell at the Holiday House is requested to
contact Julie Nehls, jnehls16@gmail.com, 593-7354.

Fr. Steve's Last Sunday (Dec. 12)
As previously announced by letter and in church, Fr.
Steve has accepted a call to serve as priest in charge
of St. Andrew's Episcopal Church in Madison,
Connecticut.  In order to be able to celebrate
Christmas with the people of St. Andrew's, he is
moving very soon.  His last Sunday with us will be
the third Sunday of Advent, December 12.  That day,
he will preside and preach at both services, and we
will make a presentation to him at the peace.  We
will be buying a gift as a token of his time here with
us, and collecting money for his new discretionary
fund.   In order to contribute to these gifts, please
write "Gift for Steve Domienik" in the memo line of a
check or place cash in an enveloppe marked in this
way and place it in the offering plate or send it to the
parish office.   Gifts should be received by Monday,

mailto:jnehls16@gmail.com
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December 6 in order to be included in the check that
we will be presenting to Fr. Steve on the 12th.

The Second Sunday potluck that day will be a
reception in his honor.   A ham and a cake will be
provided.  Please bring side dishes.  Thanks to
Sharon Huge, Julie Nehls, and the Marthas for
making these arrangements to celebrate Fr. Steve's
time with us.

As I noted in the letter to the parish, this transition is
quicker than we would like, and we need to make the
effort to say "goodbye."   Please take some time to
speak to Fr. Steve, either in person or by phone
(513-582-6834), to thank him for his ministry
among us and to wish him well.   We know that he
will be a blessing to the people of St. Andrew's, as he
has been here at Good Shepherd.

Peace,

Bill

The Rev. R. William Carroll, Rector

From Dick Dean:  About Assisted
Listening Systems

            I am providing this information primarily to those
parishioners who have or are experiencing noticeable
difficulty understanding the spoken portions of Sunday
services in the nave.  I want to hear from those who are so
that I can properly assess the dimensions of the problem.  I
am a member of the vestry and one who wears two hearing
aids for a moderate hearing loss.  I am charged with
determining both the degree of difficulty in understanding
speech in the nave and the effectiveness of potential
solutions that can reduce this difficulty.  If you are one
having difficulty please let me know the nature of your
difficulty and what you have done to reduce it (sitting
location, avoiding noise, etc.).  You may email me at
deanr@ohio.edu, call me at 740-593-8487, or speak to me
after a service.  If interested in my assessment of the
nature of this problem and steps being taken to reduce it,
read on.

mailto:deanr@ohio.edu
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            Some of you may know that I've been concerned
for sometime about the ability of parishioners attending
services in the nave to adequately understand the spoken
word.  This is a problem in general for all, but particularly of
concern to those of us who wear hearing aids or are older
with naturally reduced hearing ability.  There is a prominent
interference of reverberations inherent to a large auditorium
such as the nave with high ceilings and hard surfaces. 
Wearing an amplification device enhances the reverberations
and can make speech nearly unintelligible when speech
originates from the front of the nave as opposed to the
chancel, pulpit, or lectern.  The use of  our public address
system reduces the impact of these reverberations, but
cannot be totally effective unless all speaking participants
use microphones and there  are multiple speakers as part of
the PA system that brings a participants voice nearer as well
as louder.

            We have modified the 10:30 service so that speech
from the alter, pulpit and lectern is enhanced by the use of
microphones.  The delivery of the gospel and use of
handmicrophones for use by participants from the front of
the nave is to be added.
Also, we have rediscovered and are now using an assistive
listening system that can be a great aid to understanding
those speaking in services.  This system provides an FM
broadcast to those wearing special receivers about the size
of a pack of cards equipped with one of several options to
hear speech very clearly. Two are (1) earphones for those
not using hearing aids and (2) a special neckloop or
earhooks that permit hearing aid users to hear clearly via
their aids or cochlear implants.

            Using this system is not intuitive; I've learned that
hearing aid users, in particular, need an orientation to the
system and a trial run to be able to effectively use the
system.  I've offered such an orientation period to several
and had two attend an orientation.  It takes about an hour.
It should take place during the week when more time is
available and there is no other activity in the nave; an
orientation does not work in the time available prior to
service.  Also, ushers cannot be expected to assist with the
devices other than to provide ones requested.  They have
too many other priorities prior to the service and lack
necessary sophistication to make recommendations and/or
provide instructions.

            And last and very brief.  Bishop Rivera delivered
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her sermon on Sunday,Oct. 24th, while speaking from the
worst acoustic location for speech clarity in the nave. 
However, she wore and used a wireless microphone very
effectively.  Parishioner feedback that I've received on her
sermon seems to indicate that those wearing assistive
listening devices heard VERY WELL.  Some others
complained at being unable to understand portions of the
service - the Bishop being one.  She wears two aids similar
to mine.  She could not always understand the lector.  Also,
a Eucharistic minister who forgot her hearing aids
understood very little.

           

Christmas Poinsettias
 If you would like to purchase poinsettias
for the altar on Christmas Eve, either in
memory of someone or in thanksgiving,

please speak to Lynn Graham (593-5098;
grahammowery@aol.com).  In order to have the flowers
ordered in time for Christmas, we need to have your
order no later than December 16.

Good Earth Farm:  An Open
Invitation to All
Volunteer opportunities are available
throughout the week and throughout the
year.  Come help God feed the hungry!   Our
Tuesday Eucharist and community meal
continues year round at 5:30 p.m. on
Tuesdays.  Come celebrate the deep connection between
food, faith, and God's abundant hospitality.   For a ride,
please contact Fr. Bill (gsrector@gmail.com) or Fr. Steve
(sdomienik@gmail.com).  At least one of them is available
most Tuesdays at 5, to drive people to the farm, which is
near town on Armitage road.

Christmas Coffee Order Form
There are many parishioners who do not
drink coffee but who still might like to
give coffee to friends or family members
as Christmas gifts.   All proceeds benefit
parish outreach ministries.  Silverbridge
Coffee offers a wide variety of specialty
flavors and order forms for these "Christmas" flavors

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
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are available downstairs after the 10:30 a.m.
Eucharist.   Please speak to Jack Flemming.
The order deadline is Sunday, November 28, and the
coffee will be available on Sunday, December 5.

Wednesday Lunch Report
On Nov. 17, the free Wednesday lunch
served 112 servings to 105 people.  

Helpers included Don Frazier, Marylea
Lombard, Lynn Graham, Joanne Worstall,
and Joanne Larson.

Please remember the hungry in our community in
your prayers.  To get involved in one of the four
lunch teams, please speak to Phyllis Dean, Joanne
Larson, Jan Gault, or Pat Grean.

In Our Prayers
In our world, we pray for the recovery in the
Gulf Coast region, for the tsunami and volcano
victims in Indonesia, for peace in Gaza, the West
Bank, Israel, Palestine, Afghanistan and Iraq,,
and the people of Haiti.

 
In our diocese, we pray for St. Mark's, Upper Arlington;
St. Andrew's, Washington Court House; and the Diocesan
Council.
 
In our region, we pray for all those affected by the
tornados and for all those who have come to their aid,
especially the Red Cross and the long term Recovery Team.
   
In our parish, we pray for the mental health center
ministry, for the Martha's,  and for Bill Carroll, our rector.
 
Those for Whom our Prayers are Requested: David
Albright, Jean Botts, Sharon Carroll, Anthony Kimball, Myrl
Knowlton, Mike McCarroll, Helen Marsh, Jim Mowery, Shalyn
Nelson, Bill Perine, Gregory Proctor, Faye Reeve, Larry
Smith, Adalaide Swanson, Harold Swisher, Nancy Thomas,
and we pray for all who care for them.
 
The Altar Flowers are given in joy and thanksgiving for
the first Sunday of Advent.
 
Birthdays: Benjamin Ziff (11/29), Paul Clever (11/30).
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Anniversaries: Curt & Terrie Sherman (11/29).

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

The Holy Eucharist
Sundays at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Every other Sunday at 2 p.m. at the Lindley Inn Assisted Living Facility.
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Good Earth Farm.

Evening Prayer and Bible Study 
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m.

64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701
740-593-6877; gsrector@gmail.com

www.chogs.org
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