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Good Shepherd E-News
(9 May 2019)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ
in loving service to the campus, the community,
and the world.
  

Fourth Sunday
 of Easter 

 (Good Shepherd Sunday) 
 

      12 May 2019     10:30 a.m.
Service    

     Holy Eucharist Rite II-B 

Icons All Around Us
Whether I am on my cell phone or tablet, all I have
to do is touch the icon of an envelope and I am
instantly connected to my email account. Or the
blue square with the F on it will instantly bring me
to my Facebook page. The green square with the
phone gives me the ability to call anyone I want.
That is what icons do: they serve as a connection
between us and something else, usually something
bigger like the internet community.
 
While we are probably most familiar with the ways
modern technology has utilized icons, there are
other uses for icons, including religious ones. Some
sources say that religious icons are the oldest form
of religious art; the oldest known icons date back to
150 CE. Religious icons feature Jesus Christ, a
saint, or a Biblical event like the Nativity,
Resurrection, or Crucifixion. There is a famous icon
of the Trinity. Like their modern-day computer
icons, religious icons also provide a link or a
connection to something greater.
 
Religious icons are called "windows into heaven" as
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it is believed that we viewers of the icon can
glimpse heaven through Christ or the saint depicted
in the icon, and like all windows, heaven can look
back at us. Icons are considered sacred art because
they bring the viewer to the sacred and remind us
of the Presence of God. That makes icons a sort of
interactive form of art, and a form of prayer. Icons
are a way to pray, not to the subject of the icon,
but to God, through the window of the icon.
 
Creating or writing an icon is a religious skill. Every
item used in writing an icon from the board to the
material coating the board to the material used to
make the paint is symbolic and has meaning,
connecting the icon writer with our Creator and the
holy mystery of creation. In addition, the colors and
symbols in the icon itself also have meaning.
 
On Sunday May 12, we will welcome a new icon
into Church of the Good Shepherd. This icon was
commissioned by the Rev. Katharin and Ted Foster,
and a good friend of the parish, Kelly Latimore, is
the iconographer who wrote the icon. The icon will
appropriately be of Christ the Good Shepherd. Now
we will have a new and deeper way to engage our
Lord, our Good Shepherd, through this window to
heaven connecting us to the One we follow, and
him to us. Please be present on Sunday as we
welcome the new icon and its writer Kelly Latimore.
Thank you, Mother Katharin and Ted, for giving us
not just an image of The Good Shepherd, but a
window into heaven.

Upcoming Events
   
  
Good Shepherd Sunday - May 12

https://stlukesmerida.org/pastoral-letter
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Vestry meeting, May 16, 7:00 p.m., Hobson Lounge

Discretionary Sunday - May 19

Centering Prayer - Sunday, May 19, 4:00 p.m., Hobson Lounge

Regular Events:

Free Lunch - Every Wednesday, 12:00 noon 

Choir Rehearsal - Will resume in the fall.
     
Prayer Shawl Meeting - Group meets on Tuesday (9:30 a.m.)

May 14 - Lindley Inn
May 28 - home of Julie Nehls

Participants scheduled for
This Sunday, Fourth Sunday of Easter, 12 May 2019

Altar Guild:  Lynn Graham, Hailey Luelloff, and Julie Nehls

Altar Flowers:  Lois Wagner

Coffee Hour:  Buckley Family
 
Eucharistic Visitor week of  May 12 - Lynn Graham

10:30 a.m. Service:  Holy Eucharist Rite II-B
        Celebrant:  The Rev. Deborah Woolsey
        Lector:  Zella Nisley
        Eucharistic Ministers:  Dana Carlson (prayer leader) and Lynn
Graham
        Ushers:  Curt and Terrie Sherman
        First Crucifer:  Lynn Graham
               
LESSONS for the Fourth Sunday of Easter (Good Shepherd Sunday) -
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23 (sung); Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30. 
 www.lectionarypage.net

Please Include in Your Prayers 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/
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In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for all people affected by natural
and environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants, and
refugees. We pray for Donald, our President, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court, and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and Nedi,
our Assisting Bishop.  We pray also for Christ Church, Dayton; St.
Andrew's, Dayton; and St. George's, Washington Township. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  We pray also for the Altar Guild.

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:*  Alex T., Chic, Glen,
James, Jennifer, Jonas, Karen and Rayna, Kris, Kristi, Maddie and Leo,
Weston, Winkie, Pam, Judy, Andrew, Jane, Louise, Stephen, Bill,
Stephen, Zelma, Julie, Chris, Sally, Cory, Norm, Jan, Candace,
Carolyn, Lalena, Bill, Ralph, Miriam, Wayne, William, Patty, Mike,
Monya, Patricia, Lauren, David, John, Doug, Mark, Phil, Robert, Peter,
REGS, Don, James, Jim, Laura, Consuelo and family, Sandi, June,
Sam, and we pray for all who care for them.

The Altar Flowers:  are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving
for my daughter Connie Gilkey by Lois Wagner.

Birthdays:  Doug Dygas (5/12), Steve Steward (5/13)

* Full names for this section are not published online but are in the Sunday
bulletin and will be read at the 10:30 service.  If you have a name to be added to
the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information. Lynn may be reached at
740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

 Gospel                John 10:22-30   
 

At that time the festival of the Dedication
took place in Jerusalem.  It was winter,
and Jesus was walking in the temple, in
the portico of Solomon.  So the Jews
gathered around him and said to him,

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
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"How long will you keep us in suspense? 
If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." 
Jesus answered, "I have told you, and you
do not believe. The works that I do in my

Father's name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do
not belong to my sheep.  My sheep hear my voice.  I know them, and
they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.
No one will snatch them out of my hand.  What my Father has given
me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the
Father's hand. The Father and I are one."

Good Shepherd Sunday May 12
Please be with us on Sunday as we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday
with the blessing of a new icon of Christ the Good Shepherd. This icon
was written by friend of the parish Kelly Latimore and commissioned
by the Rev. Katharin and Ted Foster. Kelly will be with us to help
celebrate and bless the icon and will have some prints with him that
you can purchase. Please help make the day even more joyous with
your presence!

Cooling System Challenge
Currently, we have pledges of $27,500 for the cooling system
fundraising.  Part of the bid we got from Dean Heating and Cooling
included an electrical upgrade to accommodate the increased electrical
load. Fortunately that electrical work will cost less than anticipated,
meaning we have fewer dollars to raise. 

We had a challenge pledge of $500 last Sunday by an anonymous
donor. That $500 challenge was met by a $1000 dollar pledge by Ted
and Katharin Foster, who have added their own $500 dollar
challenge.  Thanks to all those who have donated and gotten us closer
to our goal!

(Editor's note:  Check out below last week's article on the proposed
cooling system if you missed it.)
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Wednesday Free Lunch Report 

On Wednesday, May 8, 2019,
Group 2 served 37 people 53
servings.  The main dishes were
tuna casserole and veggie
casserole.  Fresh salad, fruit,
dessert, and beverages were also
served. 

The volunteers this week were 
Zelma Coleman, Helen
Chila, Ester Hernandez, & Betty
Hollow.

Please remember the hungry in
our community in your prayers. 

To become involved in one or more of the four lunch teams, please
speak to Phyllis Dean, Zelma Coleman, David Burton, Lois Wagner, or
Lynn Graham. 
 

Cross Roads Cafe Summer Hours
May
8:00 am - 1:30 pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
Closed Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday
Closed May 27 in observance of Memorial Day

June
8:00 am -12 noon Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Closed Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday

July - Closed

Re-opening in time for move-in in August
 

The Church at sunset.   Chris Eaton sent in this great
'postcard' shot of the Church by Freve Pace.
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Check out the costume jewelry and antique linens at the 
Thrift shop.  Some neat stuff!

Repeated Items Below

   Thrift Shop Notice
 

 The Good Shepherd Thrift Shop is
now open and is located in Nehls
Hall. It replaces the Marthas' periodic
flea market and will be a continuous
operation. Look in and shop!  We
have some really good stuff!

We need your usual flea-market type
items in good, usable condition for
the shop. Since this is a continuing
operation, we would like you to bring
your items a little at a time.  We can
only display just so many things.  So
when you see the shelves a little
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bare, bring your things in and deliver
them to the closet in the back of the
Thrift Store.  On the first Monday of
the month the Marthas will be
shelving and pricing new items.

   The Good Shepherd Thrift Shop works on the honor system, so put
your cash or check (made out to CHOGS with "Marthas" on the memo
line) in the money box.  All proceeds go into the Marthas' account for
projects at Good Shepherd.  And keep checking for new items, or you
might miss something wonderful!
 

A New Church Cooling System
As I reported at the annual meeting, we have been working with the
energy management company Energility to pursue some of the
recommendations they made in our building audit several years ago.
Last fall, we had Dean Heating and Cooling install smart thermostats,
which have helped us lower our natural gas use. This was paid for
from a generous donation by one of our parishioners, with the bulk of
that money to be put towards air conditioning. We asked Dean and
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another company to give us bids for installing a cooling system in the
church. Energility has been working with both companies to make sure
the bids were to their specifications, and this past week, they
recommended that the bid from Dean Heating and Cooling met their
requirements for energy efficiency and the capability to handle three
different cooling zones in the building, and it also came in at the
lowest cost. The final cost of the system is $59,743 (after subtracting
a $25,000 grant from the Ohio Development Service Agency and a
$400 rebate from AEP).   Included in that total is a necessary
electrical upgrade to the building ($20,000). 

I presented this report to the Vestry on April 11 with my
recommendation that we accept this bid. Ken Dean gave us a very
good price (the other bid was almost double his), and with the
development grant factored in, it's unlikely that we would ever receive
such a favorable arrangement again. The Vestry approved the motion.
With $18,000 from the previous donation, we have since received
pledges of an additional $5000. This leaves us with about $36,000 still
to raise.  The Treasurer, Senior Warden, and I will be contacting the
Diocese to apply for a loan, which of course will have to be repaid. We
may also be able to apply for a Diocesan grant. 
  
Installing a cooling system will enhance our already outstanding
facility by making it more comfortable and inviting. I urge all
parishioners to consider donating towards this project, which has long
been a dream and a prayer of many and which will finally become a
reality very soon.

Dana Carlson, Jr. Warden

Caring
  
When I was a teenager, I was quite the passionate environmentalist.
In those days, the environmental movement was very grassroots,
local, and focused on how individuals and communities could make the
earth better by taking good care of it. My passion led me to attend
and graduate from Northland College in Ashland, Wisconsin. Northland
is an Environmental/Liberal Arts college that incorporates the values of
caring for the earth in all its classes, be they government, science,
math, economics, education, etc. Northland practices what it preaches
by using alternative energy, composting, and showing students how to
enjoy and appreciate the wilderness. At Northland, every day was
Earth Day.  Northland taught me to better understand and appreciate
how I am connected to and part of the natural world around me, and
that no matter what I do, I will make an impact on nature's systems.
Therefore, I was taught to recognize the many ways I can directly or
indirectly make choices that will help instead of hurt the earth.
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The lessons Northland taught me, and the life outlook it gave me are
consistent with our faith as followers of Jesus. I am reminded of this
every time I hear the petitions in the Prayers of the People, and see
the ways the Episcopal Church is promoting ways we can improve our
care for the earth, like their Lenten challenge to give up/reduce the
use of plastic. Here at Church of the Good Shepherd I'm very proud of
the ways we do what we can to "be green." We use energy-efficient
light bulbs and appliances. We are in the process of participating in an
energy audit that not only helps reduce our energy costs and
consumption; it also is helping us realize new ways be welcoming and
hospitable by installing air cooling units in the church sanctuary. We
are exploring replacing grass that has to be mowed with ground cover
that doesn't, thus reducing carbon emissions and reducing costs of
maintaining a lawn mower and mowing the church lawn. We compost.
We use recyclable or compost-able products as much as possible, and
we are always willing to explore using "green" products. Volunteers
planted a pollinator garden next to the chapel entrance.  We can
always do more, and I am proud of how we yearn to incorporate care
for the earth in our parish.
 
All this came to mind because this year Earth Day happened to fall on
the first Monday in the season of Easter, which I believe can serve as
a reminder that caring for the earth is part of how we celebrate and
follow the Risen Christ. Some believe that the resurrection of Christ
redeems not only humanity, but the whole world, God's creation as
well. Resurrection Life connects us to God, to each other, and to the
world, so let's care for each other and love God by caring for the
earth.

Pastoral Care
Because of health care privacy laws, hospitals are no longer able to
call your priest or parish when you are in the hospital. That means
that if you want a visit from Mother Deborah or a Lay Eucharistic
Visitor (a parish member who has some training) you need to call and
ask for a visit. For emergencies please call Mother Deborah's cell
phone 937-689-8895. If you would prefer prayers instead of a visit,
just call and ask for prayers. 

 
Mother Deborah's cell number is 937-689-8895.
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Her personal email is the Rev. Deborah Woolsey
<revdebwoolsey@gmail.com>, and the email through the church is
the Rev. Deborah Woolsey <revdeborah@chogs.org>.
 
Mother Deborah has found that people like to communicate in many
ways, so she is reachable on Facebook
(https://facebook.com/deborah.woolsey.12) and on Twitter
(https://twitter.com/DeborahWoolsey). 
 
Also, here is the link to the Church of Good Shepherd's Facebook
page:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-
Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts.  Once you get on the
page, just LIKE it if you are already a Facebook person. Otherwise you
will need to create a Facebook account first.
 
And the Church of Good Shepherd's Twitter account:
https://twitter.com/CHOGSofAthens. 
 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Dana Carlson, Junior Warden, at 740-664-2022 or by e-
mail at carlsondana@hotmail.com.  For emergencies, please call
The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Office Hours: 
10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  Monday through Thursday (closed Friday and
Saturday).  The parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877 or barbara@chogs.org).
 

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
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Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons
    

64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701
740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/
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