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Good Shepherd E-News
(5 April 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and the
world.
  

LESSONS for Second Sunday of Easter - Acts 2: 14a, 22-32,
Psalm 16, I Peter 1: 3-9, John 20: 19-31. 
http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established
the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been
reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their
lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
 

Note: To view a video of this sermon click HERE.

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rl82RrYNL8A
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Peace of Christ
Jesus came and stood among his 

disciples and said, 
"Peace be with you." 

(John 20:19)

Once upon a time there was a wise queen
who wanted a painting depicting peace
that she could display in her palace. She
sent word throughout her kingdom and the
neighboring kingdoms that the artist who
could create the best painting expressing
peace would be given untold riches and a
residence in the palace as the royal artist.

Artists from all over brought their paintings for the competition.
There were many paintings depicting pastoral scenes: quiet
country sides with trees in the distance, tall grassy meadows
with horses staring contentedly, lakeside shorelines with ducks
or swans swimming on glassy water, so many paintings that
would make Bob Ross proud with numerous friendly, puffy white
clouds loitering across azure blue skies. Other paintings depicted
mothers holding newborn babies close with serene expressions
on both faces. Or fathers looking down on children playing on
the floor. Still other paintings depicted gardens full of blooming
flowers with winding paths, footbridges, and empty benches
where one might imagine sitting quietly. There were a few
paintings of couples walking hand in hand along sandy beaches,
or quaint cottages in fairytale like settings with a warm yellow
glow from inside the windows. There were paintings of women
sitting in comfortable looking chairs reading or knitting bathed in
window light. Other paintings were of families gathered around
tables enjoying meals, or people praying in churches with
stained glass windows and wooden pews.
            
So many different paintings, each appeared to be more peaceful
than the next. The paintings were put on display in the public
square so anyone could come and see them and wonder which
one the queen would choose. When the day came for the queen
to make her choice, she strode out of her palace wearing
beautiful regal robes and was surrounded by impressive guards.
She walked through the square very slowly, taking her time
gazing upon each and every painting, giving them all equal
attention and consideration. Hundreds of people had gathered to
watch her make her choice.
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Finally, after she had seen them all, she walked back to a small
painting, stood in front of it, gave a nod of her head, and said,
"This is the one." The people gasped in surprise when they saw
the painting she had selected. It was far from a pastoral scene
or happy family gathering. It was a painting of a ragged cliff
over an ocean in the midst of a wild storm, with dark, angry
skies, rain lashing the sea and the cliff, and huge devastating
waves crashing against the cliff. At first glance, it looked like
chaos or destruction. But when the people looked closer, they
saw why the wise queen had selected this painting. For, so small
it was hard to see, nestled in a crag in the side of the cliff was a
nest, and in that nest was a bird. And despite the chaos of the
waves and storm and wind, the bird seemed to have a sense of
calm as it rode out the storm.
            
Often, we, like so many people, can mistake peace for the
absence of conflict or chaos. Or we mistake peace for the Pax
Romana, the Roman Peace of Jesus' time where fear of the
powerfully violent kept people oppressed. But that is not the
peace that Jesus greeted his disciples with in today's Gospel.
The peace of the Risen Jesus is the peace of the bird in the
painting - trust in something larger than ourselves, even in the
midst of conflict or confusion; trust that no situation will last
forever. The word for peace used in the original Greek in today's
Gospel is the word shalom. It is a word that means wholeness
and wellness.
            
That is the word Jesus chose to use when he entered a room
where his disciples were gathered, hiding in fear. Scholars tell us
this is probably an indication of the early church's fear of
persecution. But there are other kinds of fear. For example, the
fear that comes with loss; not just the loss of Jesus' life but the
loss of the life of following Jesus. The disciples had heard Mary
Magdalen's witness that she had seen the Risen Jesus, but even
the good news of resurrection, it seems, could not take away
their fear. Jesus had died. That was reality. And it is this reality
that is at the heart of Jesus' resurrection. Resurrection life isn't a
return to life as it was before death. Resurrection is life that has
been redeemed by God. That is why the Risen Jesus still bore
the marks of his crucifixion in today's Gospel, and why the
disciples didn't really see or recognize Jesus until they saw the
marks of his crucifixion. Marks that for them might have been a
source of shame or embarrassment, a reminder how they ran
away when Jesus was arrested, tried, crucified, and buried.
            
If anyone had made up this story, Jesus would probably have
returned like so many action heroes, with a heart full of anger
and a desire for vengeance, especially on those who betrayed
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him. But not Jesus. The Risen Jesus has none of that. Instead,
he returned to his followers by greeting them with the word,
Peace. His wish for his disciples isn't for them to suffer, but to
have the resurrection gift of peace: the wholeness that God
creates from brokenness. Peace that comes through forgiveness.
            
For those who think forgiveness means forgetting, those marks
from the nails and spear remind us there is no forgetting the
crucifixion. The Risen Jesus may look different, but the marks of
crucifixion remain, because the resurrected one is also the
crucified one, there is no separating the two. That's how
redemption works: it doesn't negate the bad stuff or erase it,
like it never happened. Instead, redemption is what God does
with the bad stuff.
            
That is why the peace of Christ is part of resurrection life. When
Jesus forgave his disciples by wishing them peace, he was
seeing them in their fear, guilt and confusion, in the grief of
losing him and their life together. That loss is part of the
journey, how Jesus' disciples will grow from followers watching
his miracles and listening to his parables, to telling about his life,
death, and resurrection, and in so doing offer resurrection peace
and life to the world.
            
That is a peace we are surely in need of today as we continue to
live in this unprecedented time of world pandemic. A time when
many of us are behind doors because we are sheltering in place
or are behind face masks when we go out in public. Still others
are grieving much deeper loses: income, jobs, livelihoods, and
loved ones. Others are grieving the loss of community, of
worshiping together in person or meeting in person, and some
are feeling guilt for not being able to master live-streaming
services or make professional quality videos and fear they are
failing their communities, parishes, and friends. As we begin to
hear glimmers of hope that some businesses will be opening in
May, we are faced with the reality that many schools will not be
meeting in person perhaps for quite a long time yet. The truth
is, we don't know how or when this covid-19 pandemic will end.
And like Jesus' disciples, we have heard a witness that Jesus is
risen but that might only add to our confusion and is just one
more of the numerous messages inundating us.
            
That is why today's Gospel can be such a gift. Perhaps for the
first time we can hear the power in the words that Jesus stood
among his disciples. In a time when we cannot be together in
person, the power of Jesus standing with his disciples is no small
thing. And when we might be wrestling with all kinds of feelings
of loss or confusion, or guilt, the reminder that Jesus loves and
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forgives us by giving us the gift of Peace can reach through and
beyond anything we have or have not done, and can be the gift
of wholeness we might need more than anything.
            
It is this peace that can help us find the courage to live through
this pandemic; to name what we are missing most, and to
observe what is happening in our communities and in the world
right now, and learn from these observations what needs to
change. Just like the disciples, we cannot go back to the way
things were before this pandemic, no more than they could go
back to the way things were before Jesus' crucifixion. And
alleluia for that! Because the pandemic is revealing so much
inequality and injustice in the world. Resurrection life means
there is hope, there is redemption, and God does not want
things to go back to the way things were, but for our lives and
those of our neighbors to be better than they were before.
Resurrection life means using our pain and loss to inform the
changes to come. We don't have to do it all right now, for now
we can be like the bird in the painting, we can be at peace,
trusting God is still here with us, even if it is hard to see or even
believe right now. We can simply receive God's gift of peace.
            

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to
you, my own peace I leave with you." Regard not our sins,
but the faith of the church, and give to us the peace and
unity of that heavenly city where with the Father and the
Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and forever. Amen. (BCP
page 395)

The Peace of the Lord be always with you. (BCP page 360)

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of
Canterbury, and for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace
with justice throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of
the coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops.  
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
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rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *   Alex T., Jan S,
Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Robert Betz III, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean,
Chris Eaton, Jean Fieler, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Martha Hansgen, Ralph
and Martha Izard, Hailey Luelloff, Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison,
Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien,
Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Flora Sherman, Ann and
James Sweeney, Jim Turnbull, Laura Unger, Consuelo Walker and
family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman,
Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all
who care for them.

Anniversary:  Keith and Therese Lackey (4/23)

Birthdays:  Jack Flemming (4/19), Tom Redfern (4/19), Bethany
Miller Callison (4/20), Carlos Walker (4/22), Nic Proctor (4/24), Adam
Sheehan (4/24), Sirlei Martin (4/25)

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
no Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish
full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

 The Gospel              John 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first
day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, "Peace be with you."
After he said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you." When he had said this,
he breathed on them and said to them,
"Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained."

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
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But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have
seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my
hand in his side, I will not believe."

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas,
"Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put
it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My
Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe."

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

Music for the Second Sunday of Easter

Even though we cannot be together for  I hope you
will find these links helpful for your home worship
during these challenging times.   Marsha Reilly,
Music Director

Entrance 205
    Good Christians all rejoice and sing
       (The children, being children, are fun to watch.)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsMsHv5fDoY

Sequence  #195
   Jesus lives thy terrors now  (Mowsley)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hjKgsvhMBQ
 
Offertory  #206
   We walk by faith (No link available)
 
Closing  #492
   Sing ye faithful, sing with gladness
      (The organ drowns out the singing and the camera work is 
      a bit strange but at least the tune is heard.) 
     (Washington National Cathedral)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DG_ugr7yUI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsMsHv5fDoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hjKgsvhMBQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DG_ugr7yUI
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Day by Day

The Day by Day
magazines have arrived
and we hate to see them
go to waste.  We have
placed them in a clear
tub near the doors
across from the food
truck parking for easy
pickup if anyone would
like one.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains a
list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Some Spring views this week.
The lower right photo is a similar perspective via the tulip bed that
Chris Eaton took on Easter last year.  The campus is empty but
construction continues in Ellis Hall, hence trucks.  Lower left note that

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Good Shepherd E-News, 19 April 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=970bf218-abab-4f09-994b-ba51af23efec[4/20/2020 2:20:10 AM]

magnificent sycamore tree (white bark) on Park Place.
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
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Note:
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 
or barbara@chogs.org).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

mailto:barbara@chogs.org
mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/
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