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Good Shepherd E-News
(24 April 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.
  

 

Friday and Sunday Publishing 

For the duration of the coronavirus crisis
the regular publishing day for news and
announcements will
now be Friday afternoons to better coordinate with
the Diocese.  On Sunday will be items to support
at-home worship.  In regard to prayer requests,
submitting news, and announcements (though
folks may be working virtually), it is business as
usual.
 

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday
through Thursday (until further notice). Please
knock.

The building is not open to the public all other
hours.

The parish office administrator is Barbara Martin
(740-593-6877 or  barbara@chogs.org). 

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://www.chogs.org/
http://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
http://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
http://www.chogs.org/index.html
http://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
http://www.chogs.org/news.htm
http://www.chogs.org/news.htm
http://diosohio.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/feed/rss/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/feed/rss/
http://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts
mailto:barbara@chogs.org
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Update from Mother Deborah:
Ministry during the Pandemic

Because of mandates from the Bishop and
Governor issued during the COVID 19
pandemic, our ministries have changed. While
we have to temporarily suspend Wednesday
Free Lunch and CrossRoads Cafe, keeping our
chapel open to the public, etc, Church of the
Good Shepherd IS doing very important and
very good ministry during the pandemic.

We are continuing to pay the priest, staff, and
choral scholars.  (Remember, CrossRoads
receives money from the Diocese.  It is from 
these funds we can continue to pay the
CrossRoads staff.)  During a time when 

                             Article continues below.

so many companies and businesses are laying off or terminating
employees, being able to continue to pay our priest and staff is
vitally important ministry.  It is something everyone at Church
of the Good Shepherd can be proud of.

As your priest, I am both incredibly proud of and deeply grateful
for this ministry, and so is my family.  One way we express this
gratitude is to try to order carry out meals from local restaurants
once or twice a week, and to shop local or small independent
businesses as often as we can.  By continuing to pay me, you
are allowing me to continue to serve as Rector as best I can
during a time when in-person worship and meeting is not
possible.  With such unprecedented conditions, it takes
additional time, creativity, and patience to do this work.  I am
learning as I go, along with our staff, volunteers and other
clergy around the country.  I hope what we are learning now will
help make things at Good Shepherd and our community even
better when the pandemic is over.

Thank you.  Thank you for continuing to honor this commitment
as I honor mine as best I can.

I am especially grateful to everyone who continues to send in
their pledges-you are helping keep the Church of the Good
Shepherd going during these extraordinary times.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
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Thank you.

Another main source of income for the Church of the Good
Shepherd is the plate income.  Since we cannot meet in person
for worship, we cannot pass the plate, and the treasurer
informed the vestry and me at last week's vestry meeting (held
via video conference) that without the plate income we will have
trouble paying bills.  But there are still ways to give.  If you
usually give to the Church of the Good Shepherd during the
passing of the plate, please consider giving by a different way
until we are allowed to meet together.  The Church of the Good
Shepherd offers several ways to give including on-line donation,
automatic withdrawals from checking accounts, and mailing
checks or cash to the office.  Thank you. 

I am missing you all very much, and I long for the day we can
be together again.  I also continue to pray and work at what I
can, trusting I am working toward that day.  I am grateful for
you all and proud to be your Rector.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah
 

Safe Ways to Give
One good tried and true method is mailing a check, made out
to "Church of the Good Shepherd" and specifying in subject line
if you want to specify how the money is to be used.  Mailing
cash is not a good idea.  (Address: Church of the Good
Shepherd, 64 University Terrace, Athens, OH 45701.)

If you are around and about, bringing a check or cash
directly to office during office hours (10:00-12:00 M-Th) is a
good option; please knock.

Your bank can make a direct deposit to the church, one time or
continuing.  It is quite likely that your bank or employer can set
up direct deposit to deduct your contributions automatically on a
scheduled basis if you so desire.  They will get the information
they need from the church.

Using Credit Card on-line via the website:  this goes via
PayPal, but one can use credit cards.  Just click the "Donate
Button" on this E-News or the website.  The church pays a
service fee, but the process is very handy and safe.  When using
the Donate Button, if you want to place the contribution in a
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particular place other than the general fund, such as the organ
fund, you will need to email Barbara (barbara@chogs.org) so
she can be on the lookout for the transaction and deposit it
appropriately. 

Ted Foster  

 

A Pastoral Letter from the Bishop
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

This is the second pastoral letter I
have sent out since the coronavirus
pandemic took center stage in our
lives.  "Pastoral letter" is a technical
term in the Episcopal Church.  It is an official message from a
diocesan bishop to his or her people, which under normal
circumstances would be read aloud at all Sunday services
immediately following its publication.  Obviously, we are not in
normal times.  Indeed, I am writing this letter to extend my
request that you continue to abstain from physically gathering
for worship, and to thank you for abiding by this request. 

My staff and I have been paying close attention to our
governor's directives, and I am aware that he has announced
Phase 1 of a return to business as usual, beginning on May 1. 
This includes permission for religious gatherings, assuming
adherence to social distancing.  I appreciate that permission, but
feel strongly that as a religious body the Diocese of Southern
Ohio must go the extra mile to take every measure not to
spread COVID19.  We must make sacrifices to obey Christ's
command to love our neighbor, and take every precaution not to
infect others unknowingly.  So, as of May 1 (unless Governor
DeWine decides to postpone Phase 1, in which case I will
postpone the relaxation of this restriction as well) I will permit
live-streaming or pre-recorded streaming of church services
from the interior of our church buildings, with a maximum of five
people physically distant from one another (for instance, one
officiant, one or two readers, a musician, and a technician). 
Masks must be worn.  Hand sanitizer or hand-washing must be
used frequently. 

I am continuing my directive to limit worship to Morning Prayer
or one of the other Daily Offices.  I understand the hardship of
fasting from the eucharist, as I am undergoing that fast myself.

mailto:barbara@chogs.org
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But as my fellow bishop, Prince Singh of the Diocese of
Rochester, said last week, our fundamental sacrament is the
word of God, and Jesus himself, walking beside us.  So let us
use this time to "read, mark, learn and inwardly digest" God's
holy word in scripture, prayer, and give generously to those less
fortunate than ourselves (BCP, p.236).

I wish to acknowledge several of many painful cancellations in
the Episcopal church, the worldwide Anglican Communion, and
locally in our diocese: 1) EYE (Episcopal Youth Event); this
summer; (2) the Lambeth Conference, this summer; (3)
summer camp programs at Procter, this summer. 

It is hard, but we will come through this stronger.

Please be assured of my prayers, and my pride in you for your
witness in so many ways to the resurrection of our Lord. 

Easter blessings,

+Tom 

The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal, D. Phil,
Bishop of Southern Ohio
 

Prayer Shawl Group -- "Five on the Needles"
Lois Wagner reported the following -- "I thought it
might be interesting to do an update on the Prayer
Shawl group.  We are not meeting for the time
being but knitting away anyway.  We have 13
done and another 5 on the needles.  When we
meet again there will be more and we will have a
label sewing session."
 

Mowing and Yard Work (Update)
There will not be a "Spring Cleanup"  day this
year, but if anyone would like to venture out
within this social-distancing context to get
some fresh air, you are certainly welcome to
pull weeds, cultivate, plant, and prune around
the flower beds.  You will need to bring your
own tools.  If anyone wants to volunteer to
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mow or do other yard work, you are certainly
welcome. Some folks seem to be already at
work!  And a hearty thanks to them.  Hedges

have been trimmed, along with weeding, etc., and someone has
been pruning the aging rhododendrons, making them quite
healthy and loaded with buds about to burst forth. 

A note on mowing: I emailed a suggested mowing schedule to
the volunteers who mowed the church yard last year with
approximate dates based on Dana's schedule last year.  If you
don't want to mow at all, or want to participate by paying
Michael, want to change dates, let me know so I can adjust the
schedule.  I have heard back from most folks, but not all.  If you
mowed last year and did not get the email or have not
responded, the suggested mowing schedule for 2020 is on the
website at  

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/MowingSchedule2020.pdf

There are a number of complications this year. Mowing season
started early.  During April and probably beyond it to some
extent, the coronavirus may still be with us, and travel may be
restricted, or folks will want to stay home.

I did change my mind about the steep banks.  It is easier TO
MOW the steep banks than not to.  So now the banks are being
mowed.  If anyone cannot mow the banks, just kick the can
down the road for the next mower.

Some who mow bring their own mower, but the church has one
in the garage.  In regard to the rectory I believe we mow the
front along the parking lot, but the tenants worry about the yard
inside the fence.

Ted Foster (Jr. Warden) 
fosterth@ohio.edu
 

Experience A Guided Meditation

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/MowingSchedule2020.pdf
mailto:fosterth@ohio.edu
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Here is an audio guided meditation entitled
"Entering the Heart of Spring" read by
Rev. Leslie Flemming.  It's taken from The
Circle of Life by Joyce Rupp and Macrina
Wiederkehr. 
 

The 2020 Census is happening now.

Being counted matters for your community.  You can respond
online, by phone, or by mail.   Learn more
at  https://2020census.gov/.
 

Resource Opportunity
Mother Deborah came across this very interesting resource
opportunity for this Covid-19 pandemic from her alma mater,
Northland College.  First, she was incredibly impressed with
them for deciding to NOT do business as usual with their on-line
semester and instead creating a seminary that explores
pandemics in depth, including spirituality, art, health care,
epidemiology, etc.

In addition, they are making it FREE to the public, and even it is
not from Ohio University Mother Deborah thinks folks might find
it interesting.

Here is the Link: 
https://sites.google.com/view/ncpandemsem/community
 

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LeslieFlemmingVoice003.mp3
https://2020census.gov/
https://sites.google.com/view/ncpandemsem/community
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Zoom Vestry Meeting

Here is a screenshot of a screen.  Mother Deborah is looking
down because she is taking the shot.  Allyn is highlighted
because he was presenting the treasurer's report at the time
which might explain the grim faces.  Earl's camera is turned off. 
David and Ted are touching their faces -- Bad!  Bad!  Margaret is
temporarily out of view.  Anne, Michael, and Preston appear
attentive.

Staying at home --  (Life on the home front)

Mother Deborah,
as we know, has
been working full-
time at home
composing
sermons and more
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and zooming, both
virtually and
literally.

Michael has been
refurbishing the
Tardis.  He placed
it outside Mother
Deborah's office
window to inspire
her, we hope, to
offer another
series of Dr. Who
talks.
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Above, Curt is bracing a
flagpole against the wind until
the concrete has a chance to
cure.  Right, Ms. Raccoon is
asking Terrie "Is this where you
want to set the bird feeder?"

Katharin and Ted
noticed that one of the
easy chairs seemed to
be coming to life.  If
one sat or pushed on
the seat it pushed
back.  So Ted flipped
up the chair to see
what was going on,
and lo and behold it is
Owen, one of our cats,
saying "do you mind?"

If you want to share
your "staying-at-
home" items, I am social-media challenged, so please use my
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plain old email address  "fosterth@ohio.edu" rather than
Facebook messenger, Twitter, or that sort of thing.  With email I
am more likely to take notice of them.  Stay safe.

(Ted Foster)

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice). 

The building is not open to the public all other hours.
The parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-593-
6877 or barbara@chogs.org).

 

 
  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org

mailto:fosterth@ohio.edu
mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
mailto:barbara@chogs.org
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
mailto:chogs@chogs.org
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www.chogs.org

http://www.chogs.org/
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