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Good Shepherd E-News
(27 February 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in Athens,
Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in loving
service to the campus, the community, and the world.
  

First Sunday in Lent
1 March 2020 

8:30 a.m. Service
Holy Eucharist Rite I

10:30 a.m. Service 
Holy Eucharist Rite II-D

Daylight Saving Time   (March 8)
Don't forget to move your clocks
ahead one hour on the morning of
Sunday, March 8. Also, bring your
loose change and look for the "Day of
Change" containers in the narthex.
Proceeds from this collection will go
to support Outreach. 
 

Road Closure beginning March 4
Reminder: with the
construction of the pedestrian
tunnel many of us who
normally arrive to town via
Richland Avenue will need to
find alternative routes to
church; we can figure it out. 

http://www.chogs.org/
http://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
http://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
http://www.chogs.org/index.html
http://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
http://www.chogs.org/news.htm
http://www.chogs.org/news.htm
http://diosohio.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/feed/rss/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/feed/rss/
http://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
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Visitors from out of town
should use the Stimson Ave.
exit.
 

Ashes to Go Again
    

Every year since I've been at
Church of the Good shepherd, I
have stood outside the church
steps on Ash Wednesday and
offered ashes to everyone who
passes by.  So far I've done it in
snow and cold; this year it was in
the rain. Despite the weather,
there are plenty of people who
stop by and engage with me. 
Some want ashes, others ask
questions like "What is Ash
Wednesday?"  Or "Does it mean I
have to fast?"  Every year Ashes

to Go proves to be a meaningful way to engage our neighbors.
 
This year I was joined in front of the church by Katie Beth Miska, a
postulant for Priesthood in the Episcopal Diocese of Washington, DC,
and the campus minister at Christ Lutheran Church here in Athens.
Together we braved the rain and offered the community ashes from
11:00 am to 1:00 pm.
 
When I first started doing Ashes to Go, I was greeted by surprise and
caution from the community.  Folks didn't seem to know how to react. 
Now I'm very pleased to say that has changed. Being on the sidewalk
with ashes no longer causes confusion; it appears to be welcomed as a
normal part of the neighborhood. Students who never come to the
church recognize me, others do not, but word has gotten around that
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we will be giving out ashes, and a few students even came out on a
rainy Ash Wednesday just to receive ashes.
 
Despite fewer students out and about, we had more people stop by for
ashes than in years past, receiving a record seventeen in just the first
hour.  About ten students stopped to ask what Ash Wednesday is, and I
consider it an enjoyable challenge to answer them in less than thirty
seconds in a way they can understand. They listened, and it is so
pleasant to be in the company of someone who is deeply listening. I've
come to realize that because so many students who stop and ask don't
go to church, I end up explaining Ash Wednesday and the core of the
Gospel at the very same time.
 
That is why I believe Ashes to Go is one of the most powerful
ministries we have at Church of the Good Shepherd. Once a year we
stand among our neighbors with the humble and penitent hearts of Ash
Wednesday and acknowledge publicly that no matter who we are, what
age we are, what we believe or don't believe, or where we are from, we
are all the same: we all are dust, and to dust we shall return, and God
loves us all. This message is being received by our neighbors whether
or not they stop and receive ashes. It's a life-giving message, and as
one student said to us after receiving ashes, "Thanks, you guys are life
savers."
 
Thank you for supporting this ministry and for being present with me to
the students, staff, faculty, and administration of Ohio University in this
humble way. 

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

- - - Upcoming Events - - -
Regular Events:

Free Lunch - Every Wednesday, 12:00 noon, Nehls Hall.

Choir Rehearsal - Every Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., during the school year
- unless otherwise noted.

Prayer Shawl Meeting - The group meets on the second and fourth
Tuesday (9:30 a.m.).

March 10, Lindley Inn
March 24, Maureen Wootton

Other Events:
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Early Service, Sunday, March 1, 8:30 a.m.

Lenten Soup and Bread Service, The Spiritual Practice of Courage, 
March 4, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Daylight Saving Time - Day of Change, Sunday, March 8

Lenten Soup and Bread Services, The Spiritual Practice of Courage, 
March 11, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Primary Election Day, Tuesday, March 17

Lenten Soup and Bread Services, The Spiritual Practice of Courage, 
March 18, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Vestry, March 19, 7:00, Hobson Lounge

Amy Howton, March 22, Becoming Beloved Community, following 10:30
a.m. service

Participants scheduled for the
First Sunday in Lent                   1 March 2020

Altar Guild:  Suellen Denton and Sharon Huge

Coffee Hour: the Martin family

Altar Flowers:  George Semsel
 
Eucharistic Visitor week of March 1 - Allyn Reilly

8:30 a.m. Service: Holy Eucharist Rite I
Celebrant: The Rev. David McCoy; 
Lector: Joanne Larson; 
Prayer Leader: Earl Stump

10:30 a.m. Service:  Holy Eucharist Rite II-D
        Celebrant:  The Rev. Deborah Woolsey
        Lector:  Michael Wootton
        Eucharistic Ministers:  David Burton (Prayer Leader) and Hailey
Luelloff
        Ushers: Anne Braxton and Lynn Graham
        First Crucifer: Owen Buckley

   Second Crucifer: Pely Brient
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Lessons for the First Sunday in Lent - Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm
32 (SUNG); Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11       
 www.lectionarypage.net

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the coronavirus.
We pray for all people affected by natural and environmental disasters.
We pray also for the people who are suffering from war, especially all
asylum seekers, immigrants, and refugees. We pray for Donald, our
president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the
members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops.  e pray also for Christ Church,
Springfield; St. Thomas', Terrace Park; and Trinity, Troy.
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: * Alex T., Bob, Jan S,
Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Robert, Chris, Jean, Norm, Jan, Martha, Ralph
and Martha, Hailey, Susan, Monya, Patricia, Andrea and family, Julie,
Lauren, Joyce, Mark, Jan, Flora, Ann and James, Jim, Laura, Consuelo
and family, Emily, Sandi, Sandy, June, Mildred, and Mark, and we pray
for all who care for them.

Anniversary: Dick and Phyllis Dean (3/3)

Birthdays: Ted Foster (3/1), Zelma Coleman (3/2), Thaden Brient
(3/3), Sister Faith Margaret (3/6), Peter Buckley (3/6)

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of
Rosemary Semsel by George Semsel.

* Full names for this section are not published online but are in the Sunday bulletin
and will be read at the 10:30 service.  If you have a name to be added to the prayer
list, Lynn Graham maintains this information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-

http://www.lectionarypage.net/
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5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

 Gospel              Matthew 4:1-11 

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  He
fasted forty days and forty nights, and
afterwards he was famished.  The tempter
came and said to him, "If you are the Son of
God, command these stones to become loaves
of bread."  But he answered, "It is written, 

'One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth
of God.'" 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle
of the temple, saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down; for it is written, 

'He will command his angels concerning you,' 
and 'On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.'" 

Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'Do not put the Lord your God to
the test.'" 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to him, "All
these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me."  Jesus said
to him, "Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 

'Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve only him.'" 

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

Lenten Soup and Bread Dinner Series

Dovetailing with this year's Lenten Daily
Devotional, we will be reflecting and
discussing the Spirituality of Courage during
our tradition of gathering together for soup,

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
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bread, and study during the season of Lent. In
a time when we often hear the message that
there is much to fear, we need to remember
that the message of both the Old and New
Testaments is to not be afraid. How we
translate the message of scripture into how we

live our daily lives will be our challenge and practice this Lent.

Please join us 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm:

Wednesday, March 4 - What is Courage?
Wednesday, March 11 - Practicing Courage
Wednesday, March 18 - Practicing Courage Under Pressure

  

Volunteers for Soup and Bread Dinners
We're looking for folks who can bring a pot of soup or bread to share
for our Lenten Soup and Bread dinners.  Please sign up on the sign-up
sheet in Nehls Hall. Thank you for being the heart of this ministry!

NAMI Athens -- Family to Family Class
NAMI Athens is planning to hold the spring class of Family to
Family starting March 3rd and lasting 12 weeks.  Registration is
required but the course is FREE! -- and confidential.  
Please see below.
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"Playing for Life"
for organ donation awareness
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Federal Valley Resources Center, March 5, 7:00 p.m.
 

    

The Yale Spizzwinks 
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are coming to Athens.
(Organ restoration project)

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION

https://spizzwinks.ticketbud.com/the-yale-spizzwinks-in-athens-ohio
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A Workshop to consider the
church's role in civil discourse. 

"Make Me an Instrument of Peace: A Guide to Civil Discourse," a
workshop addressing the problems of a "polarized, hyperbolic and
angry" public conversation, will be held on Saturday, March 21, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at St. Paul's, Chillicothe.

Read more HERE
 

FREE!!!  Daily Devotional for Lent Available NOW
Practicing Courage with all your Heart, Soul, Strength and
Mind

You are invited to pick up a copy
of this year's FREE daily
devotional for Lent.  This
resource features Scripture
readings and reflections to help
you "observe a holy Lent by self
examination ... prayer... reading
and meditating on God's holy
Word" (BCP page 265).
 
This year's devotional explores
what the Bible means when

http://www.dsoconnections.org/2020/02/25/workshop-to-consider-churchs-role-in-civil-discourse/
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someone in the Bible says,
"Don't be afraid," through the
spiritual practice of courage, by
examining the many definitions
of courage, ways to practice
courage in our daily lives, and
how to share our courage with
others.  Contributions from lay
leaders and Episcopal clergy
from all around the Episcopal
Church.
 
--? Why is it free ?-- Because
Mother Deborah used to work with Living Compass and helped design
and write the very first Lenten Daily Devotionals. As an expression of
their gratitude for her contributions, Living Compass gives and pays to
ship the devotionals to this parish.
 
Please enjoy this gift to you from grateful hearts.

 

Spring Book Sale

BOOK SALE UPDATE - It is necessary for us
to move our front porch book sale back one
week to the week of March 30.  We will also
be running the sale for three days instead of
the usual four days. This will allow time to
get the church cleaned and prepared for Palm
Sunday.  As this date approaches I will be
asking for volunteers to work with me to help
make the sale a success.  Thank you for your
continued support of Good Shepherd. 
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This sale is an important fundraiser for our
Outreach Ministry, and your help in making
the sale happen is greatly appreciated.  As
the sale dates gets closer, I will be asking for
your support to help make it a success. (Jack
Flemming)

 

 

Wednesday Free Lunch Report  

Date:  February 26, 2020

Group:  4
  
Number of people:  44

Number of servings:  49

Menu served:  The menu included
shepherd's pie and lentil stew and fresh
salad, fruit, beverages, and dessert.

Volunteers:  Alex Buckley, Sue Boyd, Lynn
Graham, Hailey Luelloff, and David Burton.

Please remember the hungry in our community in your prayers.  To
become involved in one or more of the four lunch teams, please speak
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to Phyllis Dean (Group 1), Anne Walker (Group 2), Lynn Graham or
Lois Wagner (Group 3), or David Burton (Group 4).

Help Us Welcome 
Amy Howton on Sunday March 22
Amy is one of the coordinators of the Diocese' Becoming Beloved
Community Initiative. She is coming to the Church of the Good
Shepherd to invite us to participate in a information-gathering,
community-strengthening, and spiritually enlightening program. She
writes, "Over the course of three sessions, we will gather to explore
ways in which our communities are divided historically and presently
and connected as a beloved community. We will be trained to use
Photovoice, a participatory action method, and to use photographs to
capture images that will help us make meaning of how we experience
God among us and invite us to imagine how we might follow Jesus in
creating more God moments in our everyday lives." Meet Amy and
learn more about this opportunity on Sunday, March 22, after the
10:30 am service during a brief introduction and explanation of the
program. 
 

Need a temporary job?

Want to help our local 
community?

Check out the 
US 2020 Census
website.

The palms were dry this year and practically exploded.
  

https://2020census.gov/
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Before the Ash Wednesday Service.
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Repeated Items Below

Johann Sebastian Bach's Question Box 
Johann Sebastian Bach's Question
Box The "Ask Sebastian" column in
the E-News answers questions about
our historic Aeolian-skinner pipe
organ.  Anyone with questions may
submit them to this "Ask Sebastian"
box, which divides its time between
Nehls Hall and the narthex.  Inside is
a modern writing instrument and
some note paper; see if you can
stump Sebastian.

About the ORGAN RESTORATION
PROJECT: The goal of this project is to restore the organ to "like new"
condition. So far Phase 1 and Phase 2 have been completed.  Phase 1
involved the refurbishing of the keyboards and the purchase of a new
organ bench.  Phase 2 was the replacement of the wires, switching
systems, etc., of the inside of the console.  The final and most detailed
and expensive phase will involve complete replacement of the leather,
felts, etc., in the organ chamber. Total funds needed for this project are
$90,000.  For the amount raised to date check the thermometer at the
top of this newsletter.

Pastoral Care
Because of health care privacy laws, hospitals are no longer able to call
your priest or parish when you are in the hospital.  That means that if
you want a visit from Mother Deborah or a Lay Eucharistic Visitor (a
parish member who has some training) you need to call and ask for a
visit.  For emergencies please call Mother Deborah's cell phone 937-
689-8895.  If you would prefer prayers instead of a visit, just call and
ask for prayers. 

Visit our church friends, 
St. Luke's Episcopal Church

 in Mérida, Mexico.

  https://stlukesmerida.org/

https://stlukesmerida.org/
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Mother Deborah's cell number is 937-689-8895.
 
Her personal email is the Rev. Deborah Woolsey
<revdebwoolsey@gmail.com>, and the email through the church is the
Rev. Deborah Woolsey <revdeborah@chogs.org>.
 
Mother Deborah has found that people like to communicate in many
ways, so she is reachable on Facebook
(https://facebook.com/deborah.woolsey.12) and on Twitter
(https://twitter.com/DeborahWoolsey). 
 
Also, here is the link to the Church of Good Shepherd's Facebook
page:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-
Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts.  Once you get on the
page, just LIKE it if you are already a Facebook person. Otherwise you
will need to create a Facebook account first.
 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-
689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail at
drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office or contact
Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah

mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:revdeborah@chogs.org
https://facebook.com/deborah.woolsey.12
https://twitter.com/DeborahWoolsey
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts
mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
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Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  Monday through Thursday
(closed Friday and Saturday).  The parish office administrator is
Barbara Martin (740-593-6877 or barbara@chogs.org).
 

Altar Flowers     How To Order

Your Kroger Plus card 
can help the Church

 

 
  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

mailto:barbara@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/AltarFlowersHowToOrder.pdf
http://www.chogs.org/kroger.htm
http://www.chogs.org/kroger.htm
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/
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