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Good Shepherd E-News
(14 June 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

LESSONS for Trinity Sunday - Genesis 1: 1-2: 4a; Psalm 8; 2
Corinthians 13: 11-13; Matthew 28: 16-20.  
                                             http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and
love, that through your grace we may proclaim your truth with
boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of
our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
 
   

To watch a YouTube video of this sermon
please click HERE.

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
https://youtu.be/_f52bTIqbEw


Good Shepherd E-News, 14 June 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=b5de8be3-f308-49f8-849d-1e9a943f3d31[6/20/2020 10:15:06 PM]

   

   

The Hope of the Present Time 
   

"Suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, character
produces hope and hope does not
disappoint us, because God's love has
been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to
us."  Romans 5:3-5  

 
            I don't preach on suffering very
often. I was advised not to mention it by
my homiletics professor in seminary. He said it would make
parishioners uncomfortable and that would not be good. Best to
focus on other things. And I see his point. People come to
church or during the pandemic watch church services on-line for
some comfort during these hard times. But on the other hand,
here we have Paul, one of the early Christians who wrote a letter
to other followers of Jesus in Rome writing about the important
role suffering plays in the life of faith and perhaps it isn't good to
ignore that part of faith for too long, especially during this
pandemic when so many people are suffering.

            As always, whenever I mention this or other passages
from the Bible that have been used by clergy and the church in
the past to cause harm, I feel it is important to point out and
apologize on behalf of the church for the past injustice and
wrongful use of scriptures. Too often, this passage in Paul's
letter has been used to justify oppression of races, abuse of
women and children, and other terrible offenses. That is not
what Paul was writing about in this letter, and it was and is
wrong of clergy to use those words to keep people in abusive or
harmful circumstances instead of listening to people who are
hurting and living into Paul's words, which would be the first
steps for helping people become free from abuse or oppression.
These words have been used by the church and clergy to cause
harm, which was and still is wrong. I do not agree with nor
support such harm, and on behalf of the church I apologize. 

            Apologies without action or change are empty. Especially
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if they are lacking in empathy and understanding, two things
that may be what Paul was probably referencing in his letter to
the Romans.

            Paul was forming church communities during a time
when it was not easy to be a Christian. The government wasn't
behind the movement yet, and it was not socially acceptable to
attend church. Churches were small groups that met in people's
houses, some even lived in small communities. These
communities didn't have a Book of Common Prayer to help them
organize beautiful liturgies; nor did they have constitutions and
cannons to follow. They were learning how to be a community of
followers of the Risen Christ while they were doing it. And Paul
was one of the organizers who took the time to think through
the problems these communities faced and wrote letters to
advise and encourage them in their faith. Paul endured a lot. He
was arrested several times and spent time in prison because his
message about Jesus was seen as a threat to those in power. He
struggled to communicate his message, sometimes he was even
run out of town.

            All of which may be the inspiration for his words about
suffering from his letter that is one of the readings for today.
Paul understood suffering because he had suffered, and his faith
and his experience helped him learn that suffering can lead to
something beautiful, God's Kingdom here on earth.

            In the book Uncommon Gratitude, Joan Chittister writes,
"suffering calls us to conversion, a change of attitude that can
soften our hearts to one another and opens our arms to life in all
its shapes and forms." She goes on to write, "Suffering enables
us to understand the other," she calls it "the ground of
compassion, putting us in touch with the rest of the human race
and moves us to re-think life."

            There is wisdom in what she writes. Over the past few
weeks, I've read a few opinion pieces in various newspapers
from around the country that seek to take on the question of
why there has been such a widespread and passionate response
to the murder of George Floyd. It is deeply disturbing that his is
not the first of such tragic deaths. And while many people were
angered by those previous deaths and responded in ways similar
to what we are seeing now, they didn't take on the momentum
we are seeing in the aftermath of George Floyd's murder. This
time there are not only non-violent protests, some leaders are
actually listening and making changes that seem to be moving
us closer to equality and justice for all people. The journalists
are wondering: why is this response happening this time?
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            One theory they have is the novel coronavirus known as
COVID-19 is playing a role in this widespread empathy and
passion for justice and equality. Because of the virus, pretty
much everyone in the country has had to stay at home. Those
who can have been and are working from home, like me. But
those who are not as fortunate have the stress of working with
added measures of protection to attempt to prevent spreading
or catching the virus, been furloughed, laid off, or fired. On top
of this, most of our entertainment venues were shut down. From
movie theaters to concert venues, spring and summer events
were canceled. Restaurants, hair salons, and most stores were
closed and suddenly we found ourselves looking harder for toilet
paper, hand soap, and flour than we had before in our lives.
Those with secure incomes could hunker down, order on-line,
live-stream everything from church services to family meetings
to coffee groups, maybe do a little gardening and home
improvement. But it has been harder on others. Parents
suddenly found themselves having to figure out how to work
from home while overseeing their children's on-line education.
Those on unemployment have experienced an increase in
anxiety due to financial insecurity, and many businesses,
churches, and schools have had to figure out how to function on-
line. Students who graduated found themselves walking a virtual
stage at home without the full closure of graduation rituals and
celebrations. Others suddenly afraid their livelihoods are non-
essential have been worrying and in some cases over functioning
in an attempt to prove their worth and value.

            And while it hasn't been the same experience for
everyone, most Americans have, in some way, shape or form,
been suffering during the pandemic. Whether it was worry of
getting sick and dying alone, or dying and leaving their children
or spouse, or losing a loved one or a job, or trying to figure out
how to stay connected to others, or adjusting to income loss,
dealing with loneliness in not having enough direct human
contact, people have been and many still are suffering. This
suffering, the various journalists surmised, has led people to
reflect and re-examine their lives, and this self-reflection is
causing some people to change. Many people report realizing
they have been pursuing selfish goals, or regret not taking risks,
or regret working too hard, spending too many hours away from
home and their families. Others say they are discovering a love
for the outdoors, as they look for safe ways to get out of their
houses. One couple reported they decided to retire early so they
could slow down and enjoy life instead of flying too quickly
through it.
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            These aren't the only changes the suffering caused by
the pandemic initiated. The journalists believe it is our shared
suffering that caused so many more white people to feel not just
anger at the murder of George Floyd, but an empathy for African
Americans and people of color who suffer injustice, prejudice,
and all the stuff of racism in their daily lives. These white people
are now more aware of the suffering of others and are doing
what they can to respond. They are rising up, joining with
people who have been doing the work of advocating for and
bringing equality to all people for years, and it looks like there
may be some positive changes on the horizon. All in part,
because of COVID-19, an invisible virus that is exposing so
many of the disparities and injustice in health care, education,
business, and so many other systems. Because of our common
suffering, it seems, we can now face these injustices and feel
motivated to do something about them.

            Because suffering isn't all there is. As Paul wrote,
suffering leads to endurance, endurance produces character,
character produces hope which does not disappoint. What I
believe Paul is saying is suffering leads us to compassion and
empathy, which can motivate us to do more than feel sorry for
someone else, but see some of ourselves in the suffering of
another and this connection moves us to make a life change that
is in the direction of healing, equality, justice, like Jesus sent his
disciples out to do in today's Gospel. This change isn't a one-
time only thing, it is a path we walk for a lifetime, and that is
where endurance, character, and hope comes in. What suffering
exposes aren't problems that can be easily fixed with words of
good intention, powerful songs, marches, anger or sympathy,
but a lifetime of choices to make room for the other, the
different, because we see them as fellow siblings in Christ, fellow
human beings created in God's image and loved by God
Recognizing this connection, we decide to work toward healing
instead of harming each other.

            In the conversations I have had during the past few
weeks I hear people who have been engaged in this work for
most of their lives speak with trembling excitement in the hope
that this time, things really will change. I also hear people who
say they hope this lasts longer than the next big news cycle.
They've seen this passion rise up before, only to fizzle out as so
many slip back into complacency because they could not endure.
What happens next will depend a great deal on our endurance
and character, how all of us chose to live day by day. Will we
help make changes that make room for all people, or will we
strive to go back to the way things were before?
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            Covid-19 is a terrible virus that has caused a lot of
change and suffering, and I do not mean or intend to belittle
anyone's suffering, grief or loss. But maybe not all change is
bad. Perhaps it will be change that will actually bring the
Kingdom of Heaven a little closer to earth, which is what we
pray for every time we pray the Lord's Prayer. I know it does
not all feel good. Change doesn't always feel good, and as
Walter Bruggemann wrote, "God's Word never comes to fruition
as we see it or want it." That alone can cause suffering. But the
point is, God's Word does come to fruition, God really does keep
God's promise of working with us to create a world of justice,
healing, and peace. What begins with suffering might be the
opportunity to let God into that suffering, which might lead to
opening our hearts, minds, and arms and connect us to the
world, and spurs us to not just care about, but care for one
another, because we see the love of God in each other.

            Perhaps, all our suffering is an opening for God's
Kingdom to emerge here in our hearts, our homes, our
community, church, and the world, and we will see healing of
hearts, minds, and souls. This could be the time.

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, Kenneth
and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *   Alex T., Elena, Jan
S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Robert Betz
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III, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Chris Eaton, Norm Fox, Jan Gault,
Martha Hansgen, Cameron Harmon, Hailey Luelloff, Abelardo and
Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and
family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Sandy and Larry
Oney, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Ann and James
Sweeney, Jim Turnbull, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo
Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June
Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we
pray for all who care for them.

Anniversary:  Pat and Karen Smith (6/21)

Birthdays:  Martha Hansgen (6/16), Pely Brient (6/19), Todd Bastin
(6/22), Bruce Martin (6/22)

For the Deceased:  Dwight Neville, Craig Rains

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
no Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish
full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

 
The Gospel         Matthew 9:35-10:8(9-23*)

Jesus went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom,
and curing every disease and every
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples,
"The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest."

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples
and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to
cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the
twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot,

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
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the one who betrayed him.

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go
nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans,
but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go,
proclaim the good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' Cure
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You
received without payment; give without payment. 

* [Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your
journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their
food. Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy,
and stay there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet it. If the
house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy,
let your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen
to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that
house or town. Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.

"See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be
wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will
hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you
will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a
testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not
worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what
you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you who
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will
betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise
against parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by
all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be
saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for
truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel
before the Son of Man comes."]

Service Music 
Marsha Reilly, organ (audio)

1. Fantasy on "Moscow"
(Hymn 537)  Franklin Ashdown

2.  Chorale - prelude on
"Moscow"  Gerald Near

3.  Chorale - prelude on "All
glory be to God on high"  
(Hymn 421)  J.S. Bach

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FantasyMoscow537Ashdown(14jun2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeMoscowNear(14jun2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeMoscowNear(14jun2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeAllGlory421Bach(14jun2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeAllGlory421Bach(14jun2020).mp3
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4.  Chorale-prelude on
"Engleberg" (Hymn 477)  
David Cherwien

Hymn links:

Hymn 401 - The God of Abraham praise (Leoni)

Hymn 541 - Come Labor on (Ora Labora)

Hymn 455 - O Love of God how strong and true

Hymn 535 - Ye servants of God

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeEngleberg477Cherwien(14jun2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeEngleberg477Cherwien(14jun2020).mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvTgzJ2nZGo
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=come+labor+on+%28ora+labora#id=1&vid=8c780b3f5f08ab3a0f2f4f48ced68187&action=click
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search;_ylt=AwrCmnSnJuRehk0AUgUPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTEydGhoYTBnBGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDQzAwOTZfMQRzZWMDc2M-?p=dunedin+-+o+love+of+god+how+strong+and+true&fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hspart=Lkry&hsimp=yhs-SF01#id=14&vid=fe8803ee35fdd11aa62598e31b42cad6&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=ye+servants+of+God+-+Paderborn#id=15&vid=a4944552437df12cf8482a49cb6b607b&action=view
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Good Shepherd E-News, 14 June 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=b5de8be3-f308-49f8-849d-1e9a943f3d31[6/20/2020 10:15:06 PM]

The Votive Prayer Hill this Week

 
To more about the Outdoor Votive Prayer Hill.

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church

https://www.chogs.org/OutdoorVotivePrayerHill.htm
mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
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answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 
or barbara@chogs.org).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

mailto:barbara@chogs.org
mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/
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