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Good Shepherd E-News
(28 June 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

LESSONS for Fourth Sunday after Pentecost - Genesis 22: 1-14;
Psalm 13; Romans 6: 12-23; Matthew 10: 40-42.
                                             http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by
their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
 
   

To watch a YouTube video of this sermon

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
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please click HERE.

   

   

None of These Will Lose      
   
Jesus said, "Whoever welcomes you
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes the one who sent me.
Whoever welcomes a prophet in the
name of a prophet will receive a
prophet's reward; and whoever
welcomes a righteous person in the
name of a righteous person will receive
the reward of the righteous; and who
ever gives even a cup of cold water to
one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple - truly I tell you, none of these
will lose their reward."  Matthew 10:40-
42

At first glance, today's Gospel looks like
it is about welcoming others in the name
of Jesus. That's one of the reasons why we need to remember to
approach scriptures with care because it can be easy to miss the
author's original intention, and that can make a big difference. If
we look at the fifth word in today's Gospel, we'd see this isn't
about us welcoming others, it is about us followers of Jesus
being welcomed. The fifth word is in today's Gospel is you. Jesus
said, "Who ever welcomes you welcomes me...." So, today's
Gospel isn't about being magnanimous in our welcoming, it is
about how we followers of Jesus are welcomed by the world.

            Today's Gospel is a smaller part of Matthew's account of
Jesus sending his disciples on a mission to heal and be a sign of
Jesus' presence in the world. It was prefaced with Jesus warning
that there won't always be welcome, there will be rejection and
how to respond to rejection. But today we get to hear that when
we go out into the world as followers of Jesus, we won't always
be rejected. There will be those who will welcome us, and it is
important to remember that welcome isn't just a welcome of you
or me or our church, it is a welcome of Jesus himself.

            We've seen this play out in real life here at Church of the
Good Shepherd. When we gave away coffee and donuts on the

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=quDi7XekuQ0&feature=youtu.be
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first days of class at Ohio University, those of us who went out
to the sidewalk and spoke with students and staff experienced
both rejection and welcome. Because rejection can hurt, it is
tempting to focus on the many people who passed us by
ignoring us, politely declining us, lecturing us on the evils of
sugar, or (my personal favorite) the people who cross the road
to avoid coming near us. But the truth is there are students and
staff who stop and talk a while, who take the coffee or donut,
who thank us for being there, who wave from a bus or car
window as they drive by. While it looks like we are simply giving
away stuff on the first day of classes, our intention is deeper.
We are out on the sidewalk early in the morning to offer a
blessing to our neighborhood and neighbors. We offer this
blessing with our presence, and instead of using religious
symbols we use coffee and donuts as symbols of treats, of
something special to start off the academic year. Some refuse
this blessing, and that is their choice. Some welcome it, and in
so doing, they are welcoming not just those of us sitting on the
steps of the church, they are welcoming Jesus, just a little bit,
and therefore God. It is not meant to be a proselytizing moment,
we aren't trying to buy new parishioners by giving away stuff, it
is simply a way of showing God is love by showing our love to
our community.

            Those moments of welcome are full of joy. One reason
for the joy is experiencing for a moment what it is like to step
back and make room, only this time we are the ones someone
made a little bit of room for. That is what can happen when
Jesus is welcomed, room is made for Jesus and all Jesus brings,
love of God, love of neighbor, that brings joy. And it can be fun
to be part of that and watch it happen. It might make you
wonder why more people don't welcome us.

            Perhaps one reason people are hesitant to welcome us,
or welcome Jesus, is they are afraid of what they will lose. At
the end of the three verses of today's Gospel we hear Jesus say
those who welcome you, him, God (the one who sent him), the
prophet, the righteous, those who welcome a disciple will not
lose their reward. Sometimes I wonder if that fear of losing is
one of the reasons why people do not welcome Jesus or make
changes to care for all people. This pandemic has shown us a lot
of loss. There has been more than 122,000 people who have
died from COVID-19 in our country, leaving behind orphaned
children, widowed spouses, and friends. Millions of people have
lost jobs. And while for many people these losses have humbled
us, made us realize there is nothing in life we can control, that
life has a tragic side, made us feel empathy, a connection to
each other and a renewed or new sense of social justice, others
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feel fear of losing what they have and value, which can lead to
hording, ignoring family, friends, or community, even to acts of
hate.

            While not as extreme, we see this in real life when
people refuse to wear masks in public, even though there is
significant evidence doing so can stop transmission of the
COVID-19 virus, or refuse to social distance because they don't
like it or it makes them feel uncomfortable. Maybe they don't
like these practices because they make them feel like something
has been taken away, that they have lost a freedom or a status.
In conversations about returning to in-person parish life, I have
had heard people from around the diocese and in other dioceses
say they won't go to church because the changes we need to
make to reduce the risk of spreading the virus means losing too
much of what they like about church. So, they don't plan on
going to church because they are afraid of the virus, they're not
afraid of the virus, they aren't going to return to church because
it will be different, it will be missing things they enjoy.

            Loss is not an easy thing. It is hard to let go when we
must make changes. What can make loss so painful is
acknowledging and missing who and what is gone. But when
someone is focused only on what they are losing, they are
missing not only what is still possible, they are missing the
presence of the Holy Spirit who is with us in all this and who
grieves losses especially losses due to injustice with us. And that
might be why they feel fear.  

            Loss doesn't have to make us or anyone afraid.
Remember, Jesus said those who welcome his followers and him
won't lose their reward. I'm pretty sure Jesus doesn't mean a
reward to be a star in a crown, or a free cup of coffee when you
purchase eight at full price. Rewards for Jesus aren't gimmicks
getting us to buy into what he is selling. Jesus was talking about
the joy a person feels when they make space for him in their
lives, and when we are the ones welcomed in his name, it's the
joy we share with Jesus. If we think about all this during our
planning to return to in-person parish life, we must acknowledge
we will lose things like hugs, singing, and Holy Eucharist. We
have to in order to reduce the risk of transmitting the virus. But
there is plenty we will still have. We won't lose each other, we
won't lose the ability to pray together, and we certainly won't
lose the presence of the Holy Spirit. We won't lose our mission.
It is our responsibility to do the work of changing our ministries
and worship so that we can continue our mission to be present
to our neighbors in ways that reduce the risks of spreading the
COVID-19 virus and to do what we can to protect each other's
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health.

            One way we've already been doing this is by turning the
yard in front of the church into a votive prayer hill. The prayer
stakes with gold ribbons on them are an invitation for our
parishioners and neighbors to join with us in prayer, prayer for
our local community, our country, our world. They are both a
visual and spiritual symbol of our active presence in our
neighborhood, even when we can't be there in person as much
as we'd like. Instead of focusing on the loss of the public use of
our chapel, we turned the focus to our other resources, ones
that are safer right now, and invited our neighbors to share that
with us. Each prayer stake in the lawn is a sign of welcome, of
someone welcoming us, and therefore welcoming Jesus. That's
why seeing them brings us a feeling of joy. And proves that
while there are changes we need to make, those changes don't
mean we lose the love of God in Christ or the presence of the
Holy Spirit, that there can still be joy.

            These are days our community needs this presence.
Perhaps today's Gospel reading with its reminder that those who
welcome us, and welcome Jesus don't lose the joy welcoming
brings comes at the perfect time. It's reminding us not to stay
absent from each other or our neighbors or the world, we are to
find new ways to be present, even if it means wearing masks, or
for the immune compromised to find new ways to be engaged at
home, to continue to offer rest, prayer, and blessing to our
neighbors. Making the changes to our worship services and
ministries can show our neighbors we care so much, we'll let go
of some of our treasured practices for a while, or modify them,
so that we can be present. Perhaps our neighbors will see our
courage and faith and this will inspire them to welcome us, to
make room for Jesus and discover there is nothing to fear, that
no loss, no matter how painful, can ever separate us from the
love of God in Christ.

            And that can bring much needed joy to us all.

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
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environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, Kenneth
and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *   Alex T., Elena, Jan
S, Laura, Miriam, Pat, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Robert
Betz III, Richard Carlson, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Jake Dinger,
Chris Eaton, Jeanne Ebner, Leslie Flemming, Norm Fox, Jan Gault,
Martha Hansgen, Cameron Harmon, Hailey Luelloff, Abelardo and
Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and
family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Sandy and Larry
Oney, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Ann and James
Sweeney, Jim Turnbull, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker
and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman,
Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all
who care for them.

Anniversary:  Bethany and Mac Callison (6/30)

Birthdays:  Jeroch Carlson (7/2), Megan Reilly Shannon (7/4), Bill
Kaldis (7/4), Louise Fish (7/5), Ann Shelly (7/5)

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is no
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish full
names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

 
The Gospel         Matthew 10:40-42

Jesus said, "Whoever welcomes you
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever
welcomes a prophet in the name of a

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
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prophet will receive a prophet's reward;
and whoever welcomes a righteous person
in the name of a righteous person will
receive the reward of the righteous; and
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to
one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple-- truly I tell you, none of these will
lose their reward."

For I have come to set a man against his
father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
and one's foes will be members of one's own household.

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not
worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake will find it."

Service Music 
Marsha Reilly, organ (audio)

1.  Voluntary in D (Thomas
Dupuis)

2.  Chorale - Prelude on
"Conditor alme siderum"
(Creator of the stars of night-
Hymn 60) Marilyn Biery  Note: This
hymn relates to the Epistle lesson for
today - Romans 6: 12-23

3.  Toccata in C (Johannes
Pachelbel)

Hymn Links
518 - Christ is made the sure Foundation (Westminster
Abbey)

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VoluntaryCMajor(28jun2020)ThomasDupuis.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeCreaterStarsNight(28jun2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeCreaterStarsNight(28jun2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/TaccataInC(28jun2020)Pacobello.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bC0tgG_blE
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 60 - Creator of the stars of night

609 - Where cross the crowded ways of life (Gardiner)

607 - O God of every nation (Llangloffen)
The text of this hymn is a wonderful prayer for our time. It was
written in 1958 for a hymn competition. By William Reid

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wIo6LvNkE18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYuzL3wvcU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xs5Ad0prpPI
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 

mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
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or barbara@chogs.org).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

mailto:barbara@chogs.org
mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/
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