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Good Shepherd E-News
(7 June 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

LESSONS for Trinity Sunday - Genesis 1: 1-2: 4a; Psalm 8; 2
Corinthians 13: 11-13; Matthew 28: 16-20.  
                                             http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants
grace, by the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of
the eternal Trinity, and in the power of your divine Majesty to worship
the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at
last to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the
Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever and
ever.  Amen.
 

To watch a YouTube video of this sermon
please click HERE.

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mS5ZJbFy_Ds&feature=youtu.be
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Silence and Prophesy    

Jesus said, "And remember, I am with
you always, to the end of the age."
Matthew 28:20
       
 
            Today is Trinity Sunday, a day
the Church sets aside for us to reflect
on the three-in-one nature of God.
Even under the best circumstances,
preachers often complain about
preaching on Trinity Sunday because
the Trinity is considered more of a
doctrine than a story in the Bible. 
Besides that, there is the old saying you cannot preach on the
Trinity without preaching heresy. So, no pressure.

            But Trinity is actually more than a doctrine.  It is a
Mystery, a way of noticing how God engages reality.  And that
can be hard to pull apart, explain, or even describe.  It's really a
whole picture thing instead of a few lines of scripture thing.
Sometimes, the best way to approach a mystery, especially a
holy Mystery, is through a story.  Stories have the ability to help
us let our guard down, to be less sure of what we know for sure
and therefore more open to receiving something deeper than
what we knew.  Stories can help us grow. That might be why
Jesus told so many of them.

            The story I want to share with you today was written in
1992. At the time it was a story about environmental
awareness, but it came to mind this week as I prayed about the
Trinity amidst another complicated week of events in our
country.  As I read it today, I see in it a Trinitarian message.  It
was written by storyteller Douglas Wood, and is illustrated with
amazing watercolors by Cheng-Khee Chee.  The story is called
Old Turtle, and I encourage you to read the book, not just my
summary as follows:

            Our story begins back when the earth was so new the
animals and the rocks and the trees and the wind could speak
and understand each other.  But as they talked, their words
turned into an argument about God.  Everything saw God as
part of itself but not anything else.  The trees argued God was
like a tree, a part of the earth, always growing.  The fish said
God could only be found in the deep waters of the sea.  Rocks
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stated God was firm and settled just like them.  Animals that
could run fast said God was swift and always moving with
them.  The stars said God was cold and shining from afar.  The
ants said God was always close by, like a favorite smell.  On and
on the earth argued with itself about where God was and who
God was, always claiming God was just like their small part of
the earth.

            The argument was interrupted by the wise character Old
Turtle, who seemed to be ancient even when the earth was
new.  Old Turtle told the birds and ants and mountain tops and
stars and fish and rivers and all the animals and trees that God
was a part of and with them all, all at the same time.  Old Turtle
also said that there was going to be more to the earth, a new
family of beings called people.  Old Turtle said these people
were going to be pretty amazing.  They would come in many
different colors and shapes and have different ways of speaking
and thinking.  They would be strong and tender, creative,
powerful and vulnerable.  People, Old Turtle said, "will be a
message of love from God to the earth, and a prayer from the
earth back to God."

            "And the people came."  They were everything Old
Turtle said and more.  But as tends to happen with us human
beings, the people forgot.  They forgot who they were.  They
forgot they were a message of love and they forgot they were a
prayer from the earth.  They forgot their connection to God and
each other.

            But that didn't stop the people from arguing about God. 
They argued so hard sometimes they began to fight about who
knew God, who didn't; where God was and wasn't.  It got so
bad the people abused their powers and exploited their
vulnerabilities, they hurt one another, they killed one another,
and they hurt the earth.  All because the people could not
remember who they are and where God is.

            Until one day a voice said, "Please stop."  The voice
seemed to come from the mountains who said, "God is
swimming in the dark, blue depths of the sea."  Or maybe the
voice was coming from the ocean who said, "God is among the
snowcapped mountain peaks."  Perhaps the voice was from the
stone who said, "I can feel God in the wind as it dances by."  Or
maybe it was the wind who said, "I feel God's presence among
the rocks and stones."  It could have come from the star who
said, "God is very close."  Or the ant who said, "God's love
touches everything."
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            "And after a long, scary time," Douglas Wood writes,
"the people listened, and began to hear.  And to see God in one
another and in the beauty of the earth.  And Old Turtle smiled. 
And so did God."

            I love that story.  Did you notice how in the beginning of
the story, the parts of the earth could only see God in their part
of the world?  That was their argument.  That God was with
them and nowhere else, it sounded like competition.  Until wise
Old Turtle helped them see God is not limited to one place.  God
is with all that God has made.  And the parts of the earth did
more than just find comfort in being right that God was with
them.  They began to see and recognize God where they were
not.  When the people forgot they were a message of love from
God and a prayer from the earth to God, it was the earth itself
who showed the people how to listen, observe and recognize
God in each other; and this listening, hearing, recognizing is
something vital and strong and is what connects us to each
other, to the earth, and to God.

            That is where I see the Mystery of the Trinity in the
story.  It is in recognizing God in the other, not just in
ourselves.  In the last line in today's Gospel, Jesus said those
wonderfully comforting words, "Remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age."  Sometimes we can be like the
people in the story and forget that those words of Jesus were
not meant for you or me personally and for no one else.  I've
encountered people who quote me that line from Matthew's
Gospel as a way of arguing that because Jesus is with them,
Jesus is on their side, and therefore whatever they do is right
and justified and if I don't do what they do or believe what they
believe, I am wrong.  That is the type of forgetting that can lead
to competition and division; the disconnection from God Jesus
came to restore and the Holy Spirit keeps that connection going.

            Trinity is a way of reminding us when Jesus talked
about God, he often talked about being sent from the Father,
and he will be sending his disciples the Holy Spirit and they are
somehow together; there is unity in relation or relationship.
That is the holy relationship, the holy unity, we were created to
be part of.  Remember in the book Genesis, back in the
beginning, God made humanity - all of humanity- in God's
Image, to be part of God and part of creation.  I love how
Douglas Wood expresses it: "to be a message of love to the
earth from God and a prayer from the earth to God."

            As beautiful as that is, it can be so easy to forget. 
Especially when we encounter temptations to be part of power,



Good Shepherd E-News, 7 June 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=b44de6c4-207e-47e0-91f2-5ead6703007b[6/7/2020 11:33:41 PM]

to compete for attention, or when we are called to look at
something that is difficult to take in or accept, like the changes
an invisible virus is causing in our world; changes we don't want
to accept because it means letting go of some conveniences or
traditions we like.  Or how the legacy of slavery can still
dehumanize people of color with the lie of inferiority and
dehumanizes white people by turning us into monsters who
will use any means necessary, including violence and
oppression, to keep the lie alive.  Or how we forget we are a
prayer from the earth and instead see the earth as a resource to
exploit.

            These are just a few painful examples of what we see
every week in our country, our town, the world.  But the good
news of Trinity Sunday is we can remember whose we are and
where God is.  And when we remember, when we learn to listen
once again to the earth, to each other, and to God, when we
remember to see and recognize God in each other, when we
realize we don't have to compete for attention, we can work
together and collaborate, we can let go of what can cause harm,
that is when there can and will be healing of our souls, our
society, our county, the world, and the earth.  We will be part of
the healing, when we learn to let go of fear, recognize God in
each other and remember to trust God, who made all things and
made all people and holds us all through these and all times.

            On this Trinity Sunday, I hope you remember what you
are and whose you are.  I hope you listen.  I hope you hear. 
Remember: you are a message of love from God to the earth
and a prayer from the earth to God. And please remember, it
isn't only you.  Everyone you see, everyone you meet; the
people you like, the people you don't like, the people who look
different from you, the people who believe differently from you,
all of us were made to be a message of love and a prayer.  I
pray we begin to listen and recognize God in each other so we
can begin the work of love, the work we were created for.

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of
Canterbury, and for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace
with justice throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the end of
systemic racism.  We pray for the victims of the coronavirus.  We pray
for all people affected by natural and environmental disasters.  We
pray also for the people who are suffering from war, especially all
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asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees.  We pray for Donald, our
president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the
members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops.  
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *   Alex T., Elena,
Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Robert
Betz III, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Chris Eaton, Norm Fox, Jan
Gault, Martha Hansgen, Cameryn Harmon, Hailey Luelloff, Abelardo
and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea
Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Sandy
and Larry Oney, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Ann and
James Sweeney, Jim Turnbull, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo
Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June
Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we
pray for all who care for them.

Birthdays:  Curt Sherman (6/12)

Those who have died:  Mickie Fair

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
no Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish
full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

 
The Gospel                     Matthew 28:16-20

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to
the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. When they saw him, they worshiped
him; but some doubted. And Jesus came
and said to them, "All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Go

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
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therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I
am with you always, to the end of the
age."

Service Music 
Marsha Reilly, organ (audio)

1.  Be Present Holy Spirit (Gerald
Near)

2.  Oh Trinity of Blessed Light
(O lux beats - hymn 30) Gerald
Near

3.  I Bind To Myself This Day
(St. Patrick's breastplate - Hymn
370) Flor Peeters

4.  Fanfare and Chorale on
"Abbot's Leigh" (The tune with the text for "Lord you give the
great commission is in Wonder, Love, and Praise #780)  The
text, with a different tune, is also in Hymnal 1982 at #528.
Robert Hobby

Some links to hymns for Trinity Sunday (video)

Hymn 30 - O Trinity of Blessed Light

Hymn 370 - I bind unto myself this day

Lord you give the great commission

At-Home Worship

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/BePresentHolyTrinity(7jun2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/OhTrinityBlessedLight(7jun2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/IBindToMyselfThisDay(7jun2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FanfairChoraleAbbotsLeigh(7jun2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FanfairChoraleAbbotsLeigh(7jun2020).mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SHDNs7Dt5M
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=i+bind+unto+myself+today#id=53&vid=defa1f0b16558a4d4df2115efa8e3f0c&action=click
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=lord+you+give+the+great+commission+abbots+leigh+md#id=3&vid=8eff22c8e4a0d0bb8e241f8c3c18b895&action=view
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Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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This wonderful altar piece in Bishop Black Chapel was carved by John
Rood (1902-1974).  John Rood, sculptor, was born near Athens, Ohio. 
After educating himself he spent several years' work in printing and
publishing in Athens from 1934 to 1936 and began to devote more
time to his sculpture and the publishing venture was abandoned.  In
the 1940s his principal medium was wood and then moved on to
metal and stone.  Most of Rood's career from 1950 on was spent in
Minneapolis.  I have no idea of when the sculpture was acquired or
made, but it may have been brought from the church East State and
Carpenter Streets (now Prokos rental apartments) when the current
church was constructed in 1953.  If anyone knows the history this
museum quality piece we would be glad to hear about it.    Ted Foster
 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 

mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
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To find out more about Good Shepherd and other
matters, please contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-
5634 or by e-mail at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 
or barbara@chogs.org).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
mailto:barbara@chogs.org
mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/

	constantcontact.com
	Good Shepherd E-News, 7 June 2020


	UwLTkxZjItNWVhZDY3MDMwMDdiAA==: 
	form3: 
	submit: 




