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Good Shepherd E-News
(12 March 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and the
world.
  

Third Sunday in Lent
15 March 2020 

10:30 a.m. Service 
Morning Prayer

Starting This Sunday, March 15 and through
the remainder of the month of March we will be
doing the service of Morning Prayer instead of
Holy Eucharist.  An explanation follows later in
this newsletter.

Day of Change Revisited

This past Sunday several
folks had forgotten to bring
their spare change; they
asked that we leave the
"Day of Change" pail out
again this Sunday.
 

Easter Lilies
Please complete a request

http://www.chogs.org/
http://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
http://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
http://www.chogs.org/index.html
http://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
http://www.chogs.org/news.htm
http://www.chogs.org/news.htm
http://diosohio.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/feed/rss/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/feed/rss/
http://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts
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form (located in the Narthex)
to order Easter lilies. They are
$16 per plant. Make checks
payable to CHOGS, putting
"Easter lilies" in the memo
line. Return forms and checks
to Sharon Huge or put them
in Barb Martin's mailbox. The
deadline for ordering is March
27th. If you have questions
you can email me at
huge@ohio.edu.
 

Presiding Bishop Curry
 Concerning Covid-19

"In this time when we are all affected by
the coronavirus, whether directly or
indirectly, whether physically, biologically,
psychologically, spiritually, and for many
economically, it may be helpful to
remember that we're in this together.

Jesus came among us in the first place, to
show us the way to be right and reconcile
with the God who is the creator of us all,
and right and reconciled with each other as
children of this one God who has created
us all, and therefore as sisters, brothers,
and siblings, one of another. 

Jesus came to show us how to be in a relationship with God and in
relationship with each other, came to show us how to live not simply
as collections of individual self-interest, but how to live as the human
family of God. That's why he said love the Lord your God, love your
neighbor as yourself. Because in that is hope for all of us to be the
human family of God.

So look out for your neighbors, look out for each other. Look out for
yourselves. Listen to those who have knowledge that can help to guide
us medically and help to guide us socially. Do everything that we can

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
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to do this together, to respond to each other's needs and to respond
to our own needs." ~ Bishop Curry

Bishop Curry's full statement is available here.
(Text and video)

For additional information and updates regarding the covid-19
coronavirus, please visit the following links.  

National Church - Roles of Churches, Dioceses and
Compassionate Christians.

Two links for Southern Ohio Diocese:
Best practices for hygiene during Eucharist and other services.
and
DSO Web Page with Resources

Advice, News and updates from the CDC regarding COVID-19.

A Message from Bishop Breidenthal

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

My office has received many questions about the coronavirus (COVID-
19) and how it affects us as a worshipping community. Many are
questioning if we should cancel worship services. Governor DeWine has
imposed a restriction on large gatherings of more than 100 people,
there are however exceptions including religious gathering, because of
1st amendment rights. On that basis, I'm not inclined to encourage
the cancellation of services. Common worship, which means showing
up together in person, lies at the heart of our tradition. Reasonable
precautions should be taken to lower the risk of infection at church,
but to abandon gathering for worship, at least at this point, honors
fear over faith. Of course, people can make their individual decisions
about this. 

https://episcopalchurch.org/posts/publicaffairs/presiding-bishop-curry-statement-coronavirus
https://episcopalchurch.org/concerning-covid19
https://episcopalchurch.org/concerning-covid19
http://www.dsoconnections.org/2020/02/28/hygiene-best-practices-for-eucharist/
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
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A second priority is ministry to the weak, the poor, and the recovering.
All efforts should be made not to cancel feeding programs, AA groups,
and the like. We may need to adjust the way we do this to try and
mitigate risk. An example would be sequential seating or carry out. 

All other meeting certainly can be cancelled or postponed as the local
leadership decides. 

My staff has set up a web page with resources. It contains best
practices for a sanitary worship service (including communion, the
passing of the peace, and taking up the offering), information on
streaming services, a tool for online giving, among other things. It is
essential that you check this page often because resources will be
added as needed. There is also a form on the page you can fill out
with your questions so we know what additional resources you need. 

Blessings,

The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal
Bishop of Southern Ohio

 

- - - Upcoming Events - - -
Regular Events:

Free Lunch - Every Wednesday, 12:00 noon, Nehls Hall.

Choir Rehearsal - Every Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., during the school
year - unless otherwise noted.

Prayer Shawl Meeting - The group meets on the second and fourth
Tuesday (9:30 a.m.).

March 24, Maureen Wootton

Other Events:

Discretionary Sunday, March 15

Primary Election Day, Tuesday, March 17

Lenten Soup and Bread Services, The Spiritual Practice of Courage, 
March 18, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
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Vestry, March 19, 7:00, Hobson Lounge

Amy Howton, March 22, Becoming Beloved Community, following
10:30 a.m. service

Participants scheduled for the
Third Sunday in Lent                   15 March 2020

Altar Guild:  Lynn Graham and Julie Nehls

Coffee Hour:  Zella Nisley and Mike Wootton

Altar Flowers:  
 
Eucharistic Visitor week of March 15 - Lynn Graham

10:30 a.m. Service:  Morning Prayer
        Celebrant:  The Rev. Deborah Woolsey
        Lector:  Alex Buckley
        Ushers: Anne Braxton and Norm Fox
                              
Lessons for the Third Sunday in Lent - Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95
(SUNG); Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42.     www.lectionarypage.net

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of covid-19. We
pray for all people affected by natural and environmental disasters. We
pray also for the people who are suffering from war, especially all
asylum seekers, immigrants, and refugees. We pray for Donald, our
president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court, and the
members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops.  
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,

http://www.lectionarypage.net/
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Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: * Alex T., Bob, Jan S,
Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Robert, Chris, Jean, Norm, Jan, Martha, Ralph
and Martha, Hailey, Susan, Monya, Patricia, Andrea and family, Julie,
Lauren, Joyce, Mark, Jan, Flora, Ann and James, Jim, Laura, Consuelo
and family, Emily, Sandi, Sandy, June, Mildred, and Mark, and we pray
for all who care for them.

Birthdays:  Brogan Reilly Shannon (3/19), Philip Ortman (3/20)

* Full names for this section are not published online but are in the Sunday
bulletin and will be read at the 10:30 service.  If you have a name to be added to
the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information. Lynn may be reached at
740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

 Gospel              John 4:5-42 

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar,
near the plot of ground that Jacob had given
to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and
Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by
the well. It was about noon.

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and
Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." (His
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.)
The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it
that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman
of Samaria?" (Jews do not share things in
common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered

her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you,
'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have
given you living water." The woman said to him, "Sir, you have no
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are
you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with
his sons and his flocks drank from it?" Jesus said to her, "Everyone
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of
the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I
will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal
life." The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I may
never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water." 

Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come back." The
woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You
are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you have had five

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
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husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you
have said is true!" The woman said to him, "Sir, I see that you are a
prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that
the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem." Jesus said to
her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship
the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is
from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father
seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth." The woman said to him,
"I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When he
comes, he will proclaim all things to us." Jesus said to her, "I am he,
the one who is speaking to you."

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was
speaking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you want?" or,
"Why are you speaking with her?" Then the woman left her water jar
and went back to the city. She said to the people, "Come and see a
man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the
Messiah, can he?" They left the city and were on their way to him. 

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, "Rabbi, eat something." But
he said to them, "I have food to eat that you do not know about." So
the disciples said to one another, "Surely no one has brought him
something to eat?" Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of
him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, 'Four
months more, then comes the harvest'? But I tell you, look around
you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is
already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that
sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true,
'One sows and another reaps.' I sent you to reap that for which you
did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their
labor."

Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the
woman's testimony, "He told me everything I have ever done." So
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them;
and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his
word. They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you
said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know
that this is truly the Savior of the world."

Changes to Sunday Worship at Church of the
Good Shepherd
Due to the growing concerns and efforts to prevent the severity of the
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spread of the COVID-19 virus, Mother Deborah and Marsha Reilly met
and decided on the following changes to the Sunday morning services:

- Starting Sunday, March 15 and through the remainder of the
month of March we will be doing the service of Morning Prayer
instead of Holy Eucharist. The service will remain at 10:30 am
every Sunday.

- Starting Sunday, March 15 and through the remainder of the
month the offering plate will no longer be passed. The plate will be
placed on a table in the narthex and your pledges and offerings can
be placed in the plate as you enter or exit the church. If you prefer
your pledge or offering can be mailed to the church or you can
donate on-line through the secure link on our website.

 
These changes are intended to help calm any fears or anxieties people
may be feeling and make worship as non-anxious as possible. We will
resume the service and Celebration of Holy Eucharist after this time of
prescribed precautions.
 
We continue to practice additional cleaning and disinfecting of common
surfaces like doorknobs, door handles, light switches, hand rails,
counters, tables and chairs in the church building.
 
CrossRoads Cafe'
CrossRoads Cafe will remain closed during the week as long as OU
keeps classes on-line. CrossRoads will be open on Sundays after the
services so be sure to get your Deeper Roots Coffee. Remember you
can still purchase coffee by the pound for $15 or half pound for $10.
 
The Chapel will remain open during office hours and the Church Office
will remain open.
 
Prayer for Freedom from Anxiety

Most loving Father, whose will it is for us to give thanks for all
things, to fear nothing but the loss of you, and to cast all our care
on you who care for us: Preserve us from faithless fears and
worldly anxieties, that no clouds of this mortal life may hide from
us the light of that love which is immortal, and which you have
manifested to us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 

Lenten Soup and Bread Dinner Series

Dovetailing with this year's Lenten Daily
Devotional, we will be reflecting and
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discussing the Spirituality of Courage during
our tradition of gathering together for soup,
bread, and study during the season of Lent. 
In a time when we often hear the message
that there is much to fear, we need to
remember that the message of both the Old
and New Testaments is not to be afraid.  How
we translate the message of scripture into

how we live our daily lives will be our challenge and practice this Lent.

Please join us 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm:

Wednesday, March 4 - What is Courage?
Wednesday, March 11 - Practicing Courage
Wednesday, March 18 - Practicing Courage Under Pressure

  

Harvard Glee Club           Cancelled
  
The Harvard Glee Club and Singing Men of Ohio
concert scheduled for March 19th at First
United Methodist Church has been cancelled.
 

    

The Yale Spizzwinks concert, originally
scheduled for Friday, March 20, has been
temporarily canceled.  It will be rescheduled
for May on a date to be determined.

Spring Book Sale
BOOK SALE UPDATE - Given that on-
campus classes are suspended and that when
students & faculty do return they will be more
interested in getting themselves reorganized to
finish the semester I don't think it is feasible to
have a front porch sale this semester.  

But the books aren't going anywhere. They will be available in the fall,
and I plan on having a humongous sale in October.  As this date
approaches I will be asking for volunteers.  This sale is an important
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fundraiser for our Outreach Ministry, and your help in making the sale
happen is greatly appreciated. 

Thanks, 
Jack Flemming

 

Wednesday Free Lunch Report  

Date:  March 4, 2020

Group:  1
  
Number of people:  69

Number of servings:  77

Menu served:  Mac and franks, and mac and cheese, with fresh
salad, fruit, beverages, and dessert.

Volunteers:  Anne Rubin, Norm Fox, Dana Carlson, Martha Hansgen,
Joyce Hess, Mike Hess, and Phyllis Dean.

Please remember the hungry in our community in your prayers.  To
become involved in one or more of the four lunch teams, please speak
to Phyllis Dean (Group 1), Anne Walker (Group 2), Lynn Graham or
Lois Wagner (Group 3), or David Burton (Group 4).

Help Us Welcome 
Amy Howton on Sunday, March 22
Amy is one of the coordinators of the Diocese's Becoming Beloved
Community Initiative. She is coming to the Church of the Good
Shepherd to invite us to participate in an information-gathering,
community-strengthening, and spiritually enlightening program.  She
writes, "Over the course of three sessions, we will gather to explore
ways in which our communities are divided historically and presently
and connected as a beloved community. We will be trained to use
Photovoice, a participatory action method, and to use photographs to
capture images that will help us make meaning of how we experience
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God among us and invite us to imagine how we might follow Jesus in
creating more God moments in our everyday lives." Meet Amy and
learn more about this opportunity on Sunday, March 22, after the
10:30 am service, during a brief introduction and explanation of the
program. 
 

Need a temporary job?

Want to help our local 
community?

Check out the 
US 2020 Census
website.

Tiny Daffodils
Note the penny right center.

https://2020census.gov/


Good Shepherd E-News, 12 March 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=ae7f2740-0221-4b53-8724-7c428ae62e30[3/12/2020 11:38:22 PM]

 

Repeated Items Below

Pastoral Care
Because of health care privacy laws, hospitals are no longer able to
call your priest or parish when you are in the hospital.  That means
that if you want a visit from Mother Deborah or a Lay Eucharistic
Visitor (a parish member who has some training) you need to call and
ask for a visit.  For emergencies please call Mother Deborah's cell
phone 937-689-8895.  If you would prefer prayers instead of a visit,
just call and ask for prayers. 
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Visit our church friends, 
St. Luke's Episcopal Church

 in Mérida, Mexico.

  https://stlukesmerida.org/

 
Mother Deborah's cell number is 937-689-8895.
 
Her personal email is the Rev. Deborah Woolsey
<revdebwoolsey@gmail.com>, and the email through the church is the
Rev. Deborah Woolsey <revdeborah@chogs.org>.
 
Mother Deborah has found that people like to communicate in many
ways, so she is reachable on Facebook
(https://facebook.com/deborah.woolsey.12) and on Twitter
(https://twitter.com/DeborahWoolsey). 
 
Also, here is the link to the Church of Good Shepherd's Facebook
page:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-
Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts.  Once you get on the
page, just LIKE it if you are already a Facebook person. Otherwise you
will need to create a Facebook account first.
 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev.

https://stlukesmerida.org/
mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:revdeborah@chogs.org
https://facebook.com/deborah.woolsey.12
https://twitter.com/DeborahWoolsey
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts
mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
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Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  Monday through Thursday
(closed Friday and Saturday).  The parish office administrator is
Barbara Martin (740-593-6877 or barbara@chogs.org).
 

Altar Flowers     How To Order

Your Kroger Plus card 
can help the Church

 

 
  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

mailto:barbara@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/AltarFlowersHowToOrder.pdf
http://www.chogs.org/kroger.htm
http://www.chogs.org/kroger.htm
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/
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