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Good Shepherd E-News
(19 March 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and the
world.
  

Fourth Sunday in Lent
22 March 2020 

No In-House Service 
This Week

- - - Upcoming Events Reminders - - -
Regular Events:

Free Lunch -  Suspended until further notice.

Choir Rehearsal - Suspended until further notice.

Prayer Shawl Meeting - Suspended until further
notice.

Vestry Meeting - not meeting tonight.

Other Events:

We expect to keep in-touch on-line as we get
things set-up.

Ordering Easter Lilies
Easter lilies is one of our important
church traditions and it is important to
support small businesses during this

http://www.chogs.org/
http://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
http://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
http://www.chogs.org/index.html
http://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
http://www.chogs.org/news.htm
http://www.chogs.org/news.htm
http://diosohio.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/feed/rss/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/feed/rss/
http://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
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Links to
News &

Resources
Regarding
COVID-19

time and keep our commitment. The
lilies are beautiful and by Easter we
will figure out how to share this
beauty, the least of which is posting
the remembrances and thanksgivings in the
ENews.  For now folks can pay for lilies via the
website donate button, or mail checks in to the
church, and email the text of your remembrances
and thanksgivings to Barbara at
barbara@chogs.org or to Sharon Huge at
huge@ohio.edu.  If you have questions you can
email Sharon.

Sometimes I Feel Like a Sad Song
"It's knowing that love can hold many feelings, including
sadness, and that people can count on the people they love
to be with them until the world turns right side up again." -
Fred Rogers

Over the past week I have encountered a great deal of sadness. I
have been meeting via video conference with my colleagues in
campus ministry in our Diocese, in the other dioceses in Province V,
and colleagues in parish ministry.  We all shared feelings of sadness:
sadness to see our neighborhoods close down around us, to not have
the opportunity to say goodbye to students who have been part of our
communities, and to face the temporary suspension of in-person
meetings and worship.  I have met this same sadness when talking
with parishioners and friends this week.

There have been a lot of drastic changes happening to us and around
us in the past two weeks, changes that affect not just what we do,
but who we are as followers of Christ.  It seems to me so much of our
identity as Christians is deeply ingrained in worshiping together,
gathering for study, conversation, and ministry.  To have the ability to
gather in a place we care about taken away so suddenly is spiritually

https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
mailto:barbara@chogs.org
mailto:huge@ohio.edu
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painful. It is a loss, and when we experience a loss it is perfectly
natural and normal to feel sad.

I heard a psychologist say that certain emotions are seen by society
as negative and are therefore avoided.  While feelings like happiness
and anger are accepted and freely expressed, sadness is one of the
feelings that has been labeled bad, so people who are feeling sad are
unlikely to talk about how sad they are feeling.  Instead they put on a
pretend happy face, and say they are "fine".  I wonder if that is also
why there is so much sarcasm, snark, and cynicism in the world of
social media, perhaps it is really a cover for feeling sad. In my
observations of human behavior, I have noticed people who resist
expressing the sadness they feel over the losses in their lives.  And
I've also observed failure to face and work through sadness can lead
to negative consequences such as experiencing uncontrolled anger,
lashing out at people you care about, over shopping, trouble sleeping
and eating, even feeling physical pain. In my work with Living
Compass I was reminded of something I learned as a young child who
watched Mister Rogers Neighborhood on PBS: that God gave us all our
emotions for a good reason, to help us through all the different
situations we will experience in life, and to develop empathy and
compassion for our neighbors.  Therefore, we shouldn't be ashamed to
feel any of them.  Each emotion has a purpose, and if we try to
suppress any emotion, we will be out of balance.

I have been feeling sad this week.  Every announcement from the
government or the Bishop - even my dentist cancelling my
 appointment - is a reminder of the loss we are being asked to bear. 
And yet I understand the reason for it.  I want to be a helper in this
time in my church and country's life.  I believe we all want to do the
right thing, to do what is best for our neighbors in OU, in Athens, in
the country and the world.  One of the things I've learned about
acknowledging my sadness is that acknowledgement brings me
tremendous peace, eliminates any anxiety or fear, and somehow gives
me what I need to move forward as best I can.

Understanding what makes something sad can help us as we move
forward with planning and creating ways to connect and worship in a
time when we can't be together in person. There is a sadness to that.
No on-line experience will ever be the same as being all together. 
And that's okay.  For a while we are going to have to do things a little
differently, for the sake of everyone's physical well-being and for the
well-being of health care systems.  For our spiritual and emotional
well-being, so we can move forward in a compassionate and healthy
way, I hope we all will make a little space and time to acknowledge
the sad that we feel. It isn't an enemy; it's a truth-teller and we need
to listen to it, because the truth, Jesus reminds us, will always set us
free.
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I am here with you through all of this, no matter what we are feeling.
There is nowhere else I'd rather be.  And I'm grateful you are all here
with me.

Many Blessings and Much Love,

Mother Deborah
The Rev. Deborah Woolsey
Rector, Church of the Good Shepherd, Athens, OH chogs.org

To model my intention to help in this time, this week I have been
transitioning my office to be able to work from home more than usual.
Just because I am working from home does NOT mean I am not still
available to you. Please continue to communicate with me: you can
call me, text me, email me, FaceTime me. If you need a face to face
appointment, please call me on my cell phone to make an
appointment.

Contact information:
Email: revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
Phone: 937-689-8895
 
If you want to explore the importance of sadness in our wholeness
and well-being, check out the Pixar movie In-Side Out.
 

 

Participants scheduled for the
Fourth Sunday in Lent                   22 March 2020

None listed as yet, including no Eucharistic visitor this week. 

We expect to keep in touch on-line as we get things set-up.
                           
Lessons for the Fourth Sunday in Lent - I Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23
(SUNG); Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41.  
  www.lectionarypage.net

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world,  we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for

http://www.lectionarypage.net/
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Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops.  
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: * Alex T., Bob, Jan
S, Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Robert, Chris, Jean, Norm, Jan, Martha,
Ralph and Martha, Hailey, Susan, Monya, Patricia, Andrea and family,
Julie, Lauren, Joyce, Mark, Jan, Flora, Ann and James, Jim, Laura,
Consuelo and family, Emily, Sandi, Sandy, June, Mildred, Mark, and
we pray for all who care for them.

Anniversaries:  Bruce and Sirlei Martin (3/23), Ben and Caitlin
Schave (3/25)

Birthdays:  Julie Nehls (3/27)

* Full names for this section are not published online but are in the Sunday
bulletin and will be read at the 10:30 service.  If you have a name to be added to
the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information. Lynn may be reached at
740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

 Gospel              John 9:1-41 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind
from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither
this man nor his parents sinned; he was born
blind so that God's works might be revealed
in him. We must work the works of him who
sent me while it is day; night is coming when
no one can work. As long as I am in the

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
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world, I am the light of the world." When he
had said this, he spat on the ground and
made mud with the saliva and spread the
mud on the man's eyes, saying to him, "Go,

wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the man who
used to sit and beg?" Some were saying, "It is he." Others were
saying, "No, but it is someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the
man." But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?"
He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went and
washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He
said, "I do not know."

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his
eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received
his sight. He said to them, "He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed,
and now I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from
God, for he does not observe the sabbath." But others said, "How can
a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And they were divided.
So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him? It
was your eyes he opened." He said, "He is a prophet."

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his
sight and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
How then does he now see?" His parents answered, "We know that
this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how
it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask
him; he is of age. He will speak for himself." His parents said this
because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be
put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is of age;
ask him."

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and
they said to him, "Give glory to God! We know that this man is a
sinner." He answered, "I do not know whether he is a sinner. One
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thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see." They said to
him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He
answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?" Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we
are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but
as for this man, we do not know where he comes from." The man
answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and
obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing." They answered him, "You were born
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?" And they drove him
out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he
said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" He answered, "And who is
he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him." Jesus said to him,
"You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he." He said,
"Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him. Jesus said, "I came into this
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those
who do see may become blind." Some of the Pharisees near him
heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?" Jesus
said to them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now
that you say, 'We see,' your sin remains."

As David Bowie once sang: 
"Changes are taking the pace I'm going
through....turn and face the strange."

Due to rising concerns with the spread of the COVID-19 virus and the
concerted efforts of the government and church to "flatten the curve"
of the spread of the virus in the hopes of more people surviving the
virus, many changes have been happening at an increasingly rapid
pace. We thought it would be helpful to share again the changes that
are immediately impacting Church of the Good Shepherd and our
responses to these changes.

On Monday, March 16, 2020 Bishop Thomas Breidenthal, Bishop of
Southern Ohio and our Bishop, meaning our direct authority, issued a
directive stating our Diocese's supportive role in doing what we can in
flattening the curve of the spread of COVID-19 by suspending all in-
person worship services, in-person meetings, and in-person
gatherings; effective immediately. This means we are required to
suspend all in-person worship services, choir practice, Lenten Soup
and Bread dinner, vestry meeting, and other gatherings until we
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receive direction from the Bishop it is considered safe to resume.

The Bishop's directive also instructed parishes to hold all in-person
meetings via video conference and to have worship service
opportunities live-streamed or pre-recorded on-line until in-person
contact can resume.

While Church of the Good Shepherd has some on-line capabilities, we
are currently unable to follow the Bishop's directive because we lack a
parish video conference system and do not have a way to record
services. We are working on this, and are making rapid progress, but
won't be ready for on-line worship this Sunday as we aren't ready to
do meetings via video conference yet.

In the spirit that we are one Church with many mission stations, we
have complied a list of on-line worship services and encourage you to
check out what other parishes are doing.

While we work on improving our on-line capabilities, we are also
utilizing the resources we already have in place:

A text of Mother Deborah's sermon will be on the web-site by Sunday
and will be sent in a separate email.

Mother Deborah has written a page of suggested ways to worship at
home we are including in this enews.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

-  As a community, we are still connected and will be relying on the
variety of connections that tie our community together. 

-  Please make every effort to read the communications we send out,
as these emails are going to be the primary way we communicate for
a while.

-  If you know of a parishioner who is not receiving our emails, please
contact them and keep them informed.  Please email our Parish
Administrator Barb Martin the names of parishioners you know isn't
receiving emails so we can create a mailing list and send out regular
letters to attempt to keep them informed.

While we are in a time of change, it's important to keep in mind the
inconveniences and discomforts created by the changes are efforts to
help and care for all people, especially the vulnerable.  It is how we
are being asked at this time to love our neighbor as ourselves. And
together, we can make a positive difference.
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Hymns to sing 
(one verse lasts about 20-28 seconds)

while washing your hands
These hymn suggestions for singing while hand washing are a
suggestion on Facebook page -- Music Makes community 
Facebook Group.

Morning has broken (Hymnal 8)
The day you gave us, Lord, has ended (Hymnal 24) 
My song is love unknown (Hymnal 458)
Be thou my vision (Hymnal 488)

These three hymns were scheduled for this Sunday - March 22

I want to walk as a child of the light (Hymnal 490) 
        Probably takes longer than 20 seconds
My shepherd will supply my need. (Hymnal 664)
O for a thousand tongues to sing (Hymnal 493) 
        Probably will need more than one verse

Some At-Home Worship/study Opportunities

Services:

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched
later without having to log in. 

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains a
list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.

The National Cathedral in Washington has much in the way of
home worship.

Study:

(DSO) Bishop's Lenten Series  "Whose Property is it Anyway?"
will be live streamed at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays, March 18, 25, and
April 1 at 7 p.m.

 

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
https://vimeo.com/event/25968
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On-line Text:

Oremus Bible Browser: https://bible.oremus.org
Bible Gateway: https://www.biblegateway.com/
Book of Common Prayer:  https://bcponline.org/

   
Printed Materials:

The church has a number of Books of Common Prayer we can give
away.  If folks want one, all they have to do is send Mother
Deborah an email and we'll deliver it or they can stop by Church
office and pick one up during office hours.

Church Publishing offers Book of Common Prayer,
other free resources for devotional use

As congregations, families, and individuals
seek to live faithfully in these uncertain
times, Church Publishing Incorporated is
working to support you. We are making
available an easy-to-navigate PDF version
of the Book of Common Prayer, and other
free resources for devotional use.

Barbara Cawthorne Crafton, well-known
author and retreat leader, offers Living
Lent, meditations on the hymns of the
season. "I hope that you find yourself
humming familiar tunes to yourself as you read, and that this
condition persists for the rest of the day," writes Crafton. Those who
have known the hymns forever as well as those who are new to these
verses will find them, and Crafton's meditations on faith, prayer,
forgiveness, healing, and more, an excellent companion for these
important seasons of the year.

For children, Karin Holsinger Sherman offers Candle Walk, a beautiful
illustrated picture book that prepares children for sleep by taking
them on a candlelit wander through the woods and inviting them to
experience Compline, a centuries-old practice of contemplative
evening prayer. Appropriate for toddlers through elementary aged
children, Candle Walk is a wonderful way to prepare children for
sleep, assured of the nearness of God. The Order of Compline from
The Book of Common Prayer is also included at the back of the book.

We are thankful to both authors for helping us to share their books
digitally, and hope you will support them.

https://bible.oremus.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://bcponline.org/
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These free resources are available until April 15, 2020. Please visit
www.churchpublishing.org to learn more and for a full list of
resources.

Founded in 1918 and headquartered in New York City, Church
Publishing Incorporated is the publisher of official worship materials,
books, music, and digital ministry resources for the Episcopal Church,
in addition to being a multifaceted publisher and supplier to the
broader ecumenical marketplace.

(Taken from a posting of the Episcopal News Service)

 

2020-2021 James and Martha Bratton Scholarship
The Athens First Presbyterian Church is pleased to announce the
availability of the James and Martha Bratton Scholarship to be
awarded for the 2020-2021 academic year. The scholarship will be
awarded to a student currently attending or planning to attend a
college or technical school. The amount of the award may vary, but
will not exceed $2,000. Applicants must be members of any Christian
church of Athens County and must have a scholastic grade point
average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale. 

The application deadline is 5:00 p.m. on Monday, April 6, 2020. If
interested, a scholarship application and further instructions are
available from Barbara Martin at the Church of the Good Shepherd
office or from the First Presbyterian Church office.

 

Need a temporary job?

Want to help our local 
community?

Check out the 
US 2020 Census
website.

https://www.churchpublishing.org/
https://2020census.gov/
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You can still order coffee
CrossRoads is going to continue to sell coffee and you can
still purchase coffee by the pound for $15 or half pound
for $10.  Eleanor is going to be the point person and
will prepare orders one day a week for pick up or
delivery.
Please place your order by contacting Eleanor.  You can

text her your name and order at 502-528-6287 or email her at
longmeimei@hotmail.com.
 

Repeated Items Below

Pastoral Care
Because of health care privacy laws, hospitals are no longer able to
call your priest or parish when you are in the hospital.  That means
that if you want a visit from Mother Deborah or a Lay Eucharistic
Visitor (a parish member who has some training) you need to call and
ask for a visit.  For emergencies please call Mother Deborah's cell
phone 937-689-8895.  If you would prefer prayers instead of a visit,
just call and ask for prayers. 

Visit our church friends, 
St. Luke's Episcopal Church

 in Mérida, Mexico.

  https://stlukesmerida.org/

 
Mother Deborah's cell number is 937-689-8895.
 
Her personal email is the Rev. Deborah Woolsey
<revdebwoolsey@gmail.com>, and the email through the church is

mailto:longmeimei@hotmail.com
https://stlukesmerida.org/
mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
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the Rev. Deborah Woolsey <revdeborah@chogs.org>.
 
Mother Deborah has found that people like to communicate in many
ways, so she is reachable on Facebook
(https://facebook.com/deborah.woolsey.12) and on Twitter
(https://twitter.com/DeborahWoolsey). 
 
Also, here is the link to the Church of Good Shepherd's Facebook
page:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-
Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts.  Once you get on the
page, just LIKE it if you are already a Facebook person. Otherwise you
will need to create a Facebook account first.
 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other
matters, please contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-
5634 or by e-mail at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  Monday through Thursday
(closed Friday and Saturday).  The parish office administrator is
Barbara Martin (740-593-6877 or barbara@chogs.org).
 

Altar Flowers     How To Order

Your Kroger Plus card 
can help the Church

 

mailto:revdeborah@chogs.org
https://facebook.com/deborah.woolsey.12
https://twitter.com/DeborahWoolsey
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts
mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
mailto:barbara@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/AltarFlowersHowToOrder.pdf
http://www.chogs.org/kroger.htm
http://www.chogs.org/kroger.htm
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The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/
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