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Good Shepherd E-News
(29 March 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and the
world.
  

Fifth Sunday in Lent
29 March 2020 

Collect
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills
and affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what
you command and desire why you promise; that, among the
swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely
there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
 

Sermon
"Walking a Gospel Labyrinth"

This is not the first time in the life of the Church that Christians
have been asked to stay home instead of attending certain
worship experiences in-person. In the middle ages it was
customary for Christians in Europe to participate in the religious
ritual of Pilgrimage. A Pilgrimage is not a vacation or a trip to
see places for the sake of saying you were there or to have a
good time. A Pilgrimage is not spiritualized tourism. Pilgrimage
is a journey of heart, mind, soul and body through several
places of religious significance where a person participates in
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specific religious services that are intended to provide an
encounter with the Divine. The destination of Pilgrimage isn't
what is the middle of the journey, the destination is the return
to one's starting point, to home, and to reflect on the change
the Pilgrimage caused. Many religions include Pilgrimages as
part of their practices, including Islam whose followers journey
to Mecca and participate in rituals in order to experience
renewal of heart and religious community.

For Christians in Europe in the middle ages, the Pilgrimage
people from many walks of life participated in was the
Pilgrimage to Jerusalem. It was suggested all good Christians
should make the Pilgrimage at least once in their lives. It was a
long and perilous journey just to get to Jerusalem; once there
they went to significant places in Jesus' ministry, death and
resurrection marked by churches, each with its own specific
liturgy. It was a way for Christians to walk in the footsteps of
Christ in the hopes of feeling a deeper connection to Christ and
the Church beyond their local parish. 
  
Historians tell us during the crusades, Christians in Europe were
cautioned to forgo the Pilgrimage because of the uncertainty
and violence caused by the fighting that made travel dangerous
and could result in harm or death for self and others. So,
Christians were told to stay home. Sound a little bit familiar?

In order to help Christians stay safe from danger and still
experience the religious benefits of Pilgrimage, the Church
devised a new way of doing Pilgrimage by utilizing what
resources they had and exploring some other practices. The
result was a trail that led Christians to a number of different
cathedrals in Europe, each one provided a worship experience
that was intended to connect Pilgrims to God and each other.
The middle of this new trail was what has become one of the
most famous cathedrals in the world: The Cathedral at Chartres
in France. In the nave of this cathedral is the largest and most
recognized labyrinth in the world. It is made of limestone and
takes up the entire nave of the cathedral. This labyrinth is so old
it is surrounded in legend and mystery. Some historians say it
was designed to be a symbolic entry to the celestial city of
Jerusalem. Although it was far from being the same physical
and therefore spiritual experience as actually going to the city of
Jerusalem, many of the people who walked that labyrinth
discovered it was a meaningful spiritual practice. To this day
people from all over the world travel to Chartres Cathedral to
walk its famous and historical labyrinth. It has also inspired
other cathedrals and churches to build labyrinths of their own.
Our Diocese's own Procter Center has a lovely outdoor labyrinth
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in front of its chapel. At Church of the Good Shepherd, we have
a smaller labyrinth carved into a tabletop in our churchyard that
anyone can "walk" with a stone, marble, trace with their finger,
or just their eyes. 
  
The history of the labyrinth reminds us during times when the
Church couldn't do what it always had done, it was able to come
up with new ways to worship that both utilized resources it
already had and discovered new practices that eventually
became part of our rich diversity of ways of encountering the
Divine. 
  
Encountering the Divine is what is at the heart of today's
powerful and somewhat mysterious Gospel: the raising of
Lazarus, a story found only in John's Gospel. It is a story that
certainly winds around like the serpentine paths of a labyrinth,
with Jesus seeming to get to where he was going by taking the
long way, even waiting several days to leave. To our sensitive
eyes, we might read Jesus was following a stay at home rule by
avoiding travel when he didn't immediately take off for his
friends' house after hearing the message a good friend was
seriously ill and asking for him. 
  
But that wasn't Jesus' intention. That is just the first part of the
labyrinth-like journey of today's Gospel. To understand the
story better, perhaps we need to look at its center, at the
conversation at the heart of the story. In the center of this
labyrinth is a conversation between Jesus and his friend Martha.
She started the conversation by leaving her home and meeting
Jesus before he got there, while he was still traveling. Her
words of greeting aren't very welcoming, "Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died." Perhaps we can all
relate to those words "if you had...." Those words that point to a
deep pain and the past that led up to that pain. They reveal a
faith in Jesus' ability to heal, and the comfort of his presence.
But they also reveal a disappointment in Jesus, maybe even a
hint of betrayal that he didn't do not only what she wanted but
needed him to do. They are words that, scholar and former
Bishop of Durham N.T. Wright also notes point to the past and
looking back at the past in ways that imagine a better present if
only things had been different. Wright observes we humans are
pretty adept at looking to the past this way, in hope that if only
we had done this or that action, things would be the way we
want them now. If only we could turn back the hands of time,
we could fix what went wrong and solve our problems
ourselves. 
  
But Jesus knows it doesn't work that way. And this where his
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conversation with Martha gets not just interesting, but full of
the promise and reality of resurrection. Jesus' talk about
Lazarus rising and himself being the resurrection and the life
aren't just words of comfort or a way for the author of John's
Gospel to proclaim some doctrinal beliefs. It is Jesus' attempt to
point Martha away from the past, to get her to look to the
future, not just any future, or the future she or we imagine, but
God's future, the future embodied by Jesus himself. N.T. Wright
reminds us one of the central beliefs of early Christians is that
Jesus both came from heaven to earth and from God's future to
the present. That is what resurrection is: it isn't just doctrine, or
future event, it is a person. As that person, Jesus sees beyond
death to the life God gives, much like Ezekiel was shown in his
conversation with God in the Old Testament reading for today.
(Ezekiel 37:1-14)

When we look at the rest of the story with this in mind, perhaps
we can understand Jesus' weeping may have more to do with
what people cannot see than only an example of his being
human as well as divine, which can give us comfort when we
find ourselves weeping. His rising of Lazarus isn't the
resurrection, it is Jesus showing he is the resurrection, he is God
with Us, showing God is not the bringer of death, but the One
who sees beyond death into life and brings that life to us here
and now.
  
It's a powerful story, perhaps one we need at this time of social
distance, stay at home directives, fear of a pandemic that has
just begun in our country. During a time when the future is
uncertain not just in the big picture, but for ourselves personally
and for so many of our friends and loved ones. It's a time when
we are being told to stay home, and thus won't have the
traditional rituals of Holy Week, which starts next Sunday, that
many of us look forward to every year. It's a time when we can
easily start saying, "if only....." and look to the past for the
answers we seek, the comfort we long for, and the hope we
need. But today's Gospel reminds us the past is not where any
of those things are, and they certainly aren't where Jesus is.
Jesus is where he always is: in God's future brought into our
present, even if it is only in small ways, even when we aren't in
church. 
  
That is how we are reminded even if we can't be at the church
together on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the
Great Vigil of Easter, and Easter Sunday, Jesus is Risen, and
absolutely nothing can diminish that joy, not even a pandemic.
The story of the Chartres Labyrinth can also inspire and
challenge us all to consider how we can continue our path of
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faith, to follow Jesus even when some of us have to do so from
home for a while. We already have everything we need to
encounter the Divine, and to share that encounter, and do the
work of the Church. Just because we can't gather in the church
building does not mean the Church is closed. It is far from
closed. The Church is very much alive, because we are alive,
and we are the Church; even as it adapts to this time in its life,
a time we are all apart of and are participating in. We need to
keep our eyes on Jesus, looking to him to show us how to look
beyond the death and loss in our midst to the resurrection we
will soon celebrate, that is also here with us in this moment,
bringing life, if we will look for it. 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of
Canterbury, and for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace
with justice throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of
the coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops.  
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *   Alex T., Bob, Jan
S, Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Robert Betz III, Zelma Coleman, Dick
Dean, Chris Eaton, Jean Fieler, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Martha Hansgen,
Ralph and Martha Izard, Hailey Luelloff, Monya Monroe, Patricia
Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Lauren O'Brien, Dale
Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Flora Sherman, Ann and James
Sweeney, Jim Turnbull, Laura Unger, Consuelo Walker and family,
Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred
Williams, Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and for the family of
Madeline-Sandi Scott, Tanner Wagner and Leo and we pray for all who
care for them.
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Birthdays:  Amy Larson Dinger (3/29), Zella Nisley (4/1), Jody Smith
(4/2), Bob Spero (4/4)

For the Deceased:  Madeline Jones, Joyce Richardson, Susan Matters

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
no Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish
full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

 Gospel              John 11:1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the
Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her
hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the
sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he
whom you love is ill." But when Jesus heard
it, he said, "This illness does not lead to
death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it."
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and
her sister and Lazarus, after having heard
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days

longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again."
The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to
stone you, and are you going there again?" Jesus answered, "Are
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do
not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who
walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them." After saying
this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am
going there to awaken him." The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has
fallen asleep, he will be all right." Jesus, however, had been speaking
about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to
sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake I
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to
him." Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples,
"Let us also go, that we may die with him."

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles
away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console
them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
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she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to
Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him." Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." Martha said to
him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day." Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" She said to
him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God,
the one coming into the world."

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and
told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you." And
when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus
had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where
Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet
and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died." When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord,
come and see." Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, "See how he
loved him!" But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?"

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, "Take away the stone."
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there
is a stench because he has been dead four days." Jesus said to her,
"Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of
God?" So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and
said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me." When he
had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth,
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and
let him go."

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen
what Jesus did, believed in him.

Hymns for March 29:
Sequence - 516 Come down O Love divine
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Text:  Bianca de Siena (d. 1434?) tr. Richard
Littledalte
Tune:  Down Ampney Ralph Vaughn Williams
            This hymn relates to the epistle for today
Link:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=6HPKL1wOVXk
      (A beautiful recording)

Communion - 715 - When Jesus wept
Text: from a 1770 New England Psalm book , set to music by early
American composer William Billings. This hymn relates to the gospel
for this Sunday.
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kemUGnqS2U

457 - Thou art the way
Tune: This hymn also relates to the gospel
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qgz9MEd3Utc

Closing - 567 Thine arm O Lord 
Notes:  This is at Grace- St. Luke's in midtown Memphis, TN
Link:  https://www.facebook.com/watch/?
v=1411152582367761&redirect=false

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HPKL1wOVXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HPKL1wOVXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kemUGnqS2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qgz9MEd3Utc
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1411152582367761&redirect=false
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1411152582367761&redirect=false
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This a table top labyrinth in the church's outdoor bench area
harvested from the trunk of a large oak tree that had fallen in the
Church's back yard.  The oak slab was made by nature and the
labyrinth carved Michael Luelloff.  (Note: the white areas are
reflections from the sky, the day was rainy.)
 

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
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without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains a
list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other
matters, please contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-
5634 or by e-mail at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 
or barbara@chogs.org).

 

 
  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons
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64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/
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