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Good Shepherd E-News
(1 May 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.
  

 

Friday and Sunday Publishing 

For the duration of the coronavirus crisis
the regular publishing day for news and
announcements will
now be Friday afternoons to better coordinate with
the Diocese. On Sunday will be items to support
at-home worship. In regard to prayer requests,
submitting news, and announcements (though folks
may be working virtually), it is business as usual.
 

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday
through Thursday (until further notice). Please
knock.

The building is not open to the public all other
hours.

The parish office administrator is Barbara Martin
(740-593-6877 or  barbara@chogs.org). 

Update from David Burton:

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://www.chogs.org/
http://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
http://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
http://www.chogs.org/index.html
http://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
http://www.chogs.org/news.htm
http://www.chogs.org/news.htm
http://diosohio.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/feed/rss/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/feed/rss/
http://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
mailto:barbara@chogs.org
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Regarding
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Giving during the Pandemic
Dear Fellow Parishioners

and Friends of Good Shepherd

We are certainly living through very strange
times.  The normalcy of our lives has been
interrupted for so long.  It's hard to believe
that we will soon begin the sixth week since
we have been able to worship together and to
perform many of those daily and weekly
activities for which we can "give joyful thanks
at the end of the day," as we pray in the

                                 Article continues below

daily office of Morning Prayer.  Perhaps you, like me, have tried
to worship online at and with Episcopal churches across the
country.  I sit in my kitchen in front of the computer, with a cat
on the table, to watch a priest read Morning or Evening Prayer
or perhaps celebrate the Eucharist that ends with "spiritual
communion." If you are like me, as much as I try to focus, it's
just not the same as being in the church and participating in our
beautiful, meaningful liturgy.

At first it was a new experience to take in.   But then it got to be
not so new and not so engrossing or fulfilling.  I miss the sounds
that surround me: the vivid presence of the organ, the joy of
singing familiar hymns and of trying to make a "joyful noise." I
miss saying the prayers together and hearing the voices of my
fellow choir members around me. I miss Gregory's booming
voice and crazy humor. I miss looking across the chancel and
seeing the smiles of Christy, Joanne, and Katharin. I miss seeing
Julie in her cat vests and sweaters.  I miss the joy and optimism
of Mo. Deborah's greetings and sermons. I miss Good Shepherd.
My rational mind tells me it's all for the good, but I still miss it.

If I were to guess, I imagine that you also feel the very same
way. The Vestry met via Zoom for the first time in April. It was
fine, but not the same as being in the same room, especially at
the closing when we stand in a circle, hold hands, and pray the
Lord's Prayer together. Coffee hour via Zoom could be a
possibility, but it won't be quite the same as sharing in person
personal news, CrossRoad's coffee, and goodies prepared by the
hosts.

https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
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Another of the realities of this time is a financial one. We
continue to pay our Rector, our Parish Administrator, our Music
Director, our Maintenance Overseer, our Mission Share to the
Diocese. We are so thankful for those of us who continue to
fulfill their pledge. Since we haven't met physically for almost six
weeks, those who choose to contribute at the Offertory have not
been able to do so. That has been our normal, but we're no
longer in normal times. What normally would be additional funds
accounted for in the budget has not happened. That plate
income is drastically low, or nonexistent. We must, however,
continue to pay our staff, pay the utilities, etc., etc.

If you have watched the live streaming Eucharists from the
National Cathedral, at the time of the Offertory, the celebrant
makes an appeal to remember the Cathedral with a monetary
donation. At the same time, however, the celebrant is quick to
say that we should first contribute to our own home church
before giving to the Cathedral.

We all understand the difficulties of this time. Bishop Curry
reminds us that "Jesus calls us o'er the tumult of our life's wild
restless sea" and that "Love calls us to care." If you are able, on
behalf of the Vestry, I ask you to remember Good Shepherd with
your continued financial gifts that make our ministry here in
Athens possible, and viable.

Stay well. Stay safe. Stay in. Practice social distancing. Wash
your hands.

David Burton
Sr. Warden 
 

Safe Ways to Give
One good tried and true method
is mailing a check, made out to
"Church of the Good Shepherd" and
specifying in subject line if you
want to specify how the money is
to be used. Mailing cash is not a
good idea. (Address: Church of the
Good Shepherd, 64 University
Terrace, Athens, OH 45701.)

If you are around and about, bringing a check or cash
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directly to office during office hours (10:00-12:00 M-Th) is a
good option; please knock.

Your bank can make a direct deposit to the church, one time or
continuing. It is quite likely that your bank, credit union, or
employer can set up direct deposit to deduct your contributions
automatically on a scheduled basis if you so desire. They will get
the information they need from the church.

Using Credit Card on-line via the website: this goes via
PayPal, but one can use credit cards. Just click the "Donate
Button" on this E-News or the website. The church pays a
service fee, but the process is very handy and safe.  When using
the Donate button, if you want to place the contribution in a
particular place other than the general fund, such as the organ
fund, you will need to email Barbara (barbara@chogs.org) so
she can be on the lookout for the transaction and deposit it
appropriately. 

Ted Foster  
Jr. Warden
 

Virtual Coffee Hour, anyone???
Some churches are offering a virtual
coffee hour on Sundays after their live-
streamed Morning Prayer or Eucharist. 
We at Good Shepherd have Zoom
capability to offer a virtual coffee hour. 
The Vestry used Zoom for its April
meeting without any glitches. It's rather
easy to use and can be a good way to
connect with our fellow parishioners in
these strange times.

If you are interested in CHOGS offering a virtual coffee hour,
please let either Mo. Deborah or David Burton know no later
than Monday, May 4, so that we can plan. We would hold it on
Sundays at 1 pm for about an hour.
 
 

Prayer Shawl Group -- "Five on the Needles"
Lois Wagner reported the following -- "I thought it
might be interesting to do an update on the Prayer

mailto:barbara@chogs.org
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Shawl group. We are not meeting for the time
being but knitting away anyway. We have 13 done
and another 5 on the needles. When we meet
again there will be more, and we will have a label-
sewing session."
 

The Rev. Leslie Flemming invites you to 
experience guided meditation.
Here is an audio guided meditation entitled
"Entering the Heart of Spring" read by the
Rev. Leslie Flemming.  It's taken from The
Circle of Life by Joyce Rupp and Macrina
Wiederkehr. 
 
Here's another meditation, "The Empty
Chair" read by the Rev. Leslie Flemming.  t's
an imaginative prayer exercise taken from Anthony de Mello's
book Sadhana and is one of Leslie's personal favorites.

The 2020 Census is happening now.

Being counted matters for your community.  You can respond
online, by phone, or by mail.   Learn more
at  https://2020census.gov/.
 

Resource Opportunity

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LeslieFlemmingVoice003.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LeslieFlemmingTheEmptyChair.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LeslieFlemmingTheEmptyChair.mp3
https://2020census.gov/
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Mother Deborah came across this very interesting resource
opportunity for this Covid-19 pandemic from her alma mater,
Northland College.  First, she was incredibly impressed with
them for deciding to NOT do business as usual with their on-line
semester and instead creating a seminary that explores
pandemics in depth, including spirituality, art, health care,
epidemiology, etc.

In addition, they are making it FREE to the public, and even
though it is not from Ohio University Mother Deborah thinks
folks might find it interesting.

Here is the Link: 
https://sites.google.com/view/ncpandemsem/community
 
Mother Deborah, of course, is taking the Northland
College seminar and this article lifts up the seminar.

St Luke's Mérida
As are we, they are not gathering at the
church, and in-house offertory contributions
are the main source of the parish's
income.  St Luke's has adopted a secure
and respected fundraising platform (Give
Butter) because the service fees are
exceptionally low and because there are
many different ways you can make a
contribution.

To Contribute to St Luke's (generally)
https://givebutter.com/SanLucas

To Support La Casa del Buen Pastor (their
food mission effort to one of the poorest communities in Merida;
$10 will buy a week's worth of groceries.) 
https://givebutter.com/casaBP
 

Since this Sunday is "Good Shepherd Sunday"
Here are few photos to celebrate.  

First a little fun.
Can you see two differences in these photos?

https://sites.google.com/view/ncpandemsem/community
https://www.forbes.com/sites/lucielapovsky/2020/04/30/the-virus-has-demonstrated-that-faculty-can-be-full-partners-in-changing-the-higher-education-business-model/
https://givebutter.com/SanLucas
https://givebutter.com/casaBP
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Some More
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail

mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
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at fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice). 

The building is not open to the public all other hours.
The parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-593-
6877 or barbara@chogs.org).

 

 
  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

mailto:barbara@chogs.org
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/
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