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Good Shepherd E-News
(17 May 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and the
world.
  

LESSONS for Sixth Sunday of Easter - Acts 17: 22-31; Psalm 66:
7-18; I Peter 3: 13-22; John 14:15-
21.  http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as
surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards
you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain
your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
 

To watch a YouTube video of this sermon
please click HERE.

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vBMEYeKc3ck
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The Accompanist    

Jesus said, "I will not leave you
orphaned." John 14:18

            When I was in Middle School
and High School, I played the flute in
the school band, and every spring my
band teacher encouraged me to
participate in the annual Solo and
Ensemble competition - where students
in band and choir perform solos or
small ensemble music pieces in front of
judges who score the performance. It's
sort of like American Idol but without all the high production,
high drama, and entertaining parts. And although I am not a
very gifted musician (I was always in the second row) and I got
very nervous, I still participated every year. 

            The main reason I participated was because of Mr.
Kryshak, my high school band teacher, who was always my
accompanist for my flute solos. Mr. Kryshak was and still is a
good teacher and accompanist. He knew I loved music and let
me select pieces to perform that I wanted to play even if they
might have been considered too hard or challenging for my
ability level. He encouraged me to take on the challenge for the
love of the piece of music and did everything he could to help
me learn it, play it, and perform it. He did this by knowing the
music I was playing, how well I knew it, and he played the
accompanying music in a way that made me feel more
confident, like I was being helped through the piece, like I
wasn't all alone. You see, the reason I felt nervous to perform a
flute solo wasn't because I wasn't the best flute player in the
region, it was because solo means alone, and being all by
myself under the scrutiny of a judge was the hardest part of
competing for me.

            Mr. Kryshak's accompaniment was what got me
through, and even helped me earn a few second and one first
place medals in the competition. His accompaniment wasn't
sitting next to me, it was playing the music with me, knowing
when to give me additional support, and knowing when to let
me shine. He was truly in it with me, so that I was never alone,
event though I was performing a solo.
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            This concept of an accompanist could be applied to
today's Gospel reading where Jesus talked about how he wasn't
going to leave his disciples all alone, he was sending them a
helper, an advocate, a paraclete, is the word in the original
Greek. This is yet another part of Jesus' long speech to his
disciples before his arrest, trial, crucifixion, death, resurrection,
and ascension in John's Gospel. It feels like the author of the
Gospel wanted to have Jesus explain all those important events
in one long discourse. We read this part of John's Gospel today
because this is the Sunday before the observance of Jesus'
ascension into heaven, which is Thursday, May 21 this year.
Liturgically, today is the day we reflect on those last few days
before the Risen Christ ascended into heaven.

            The idea of Jesus leaving yet again can be frightening.
And although he promised to come again, he didn't gloss over
that there will be a time when followers of Jesus will not have
the literal Risen Christ with them to follow. We'll have each
other, of course, but we'll still be alone, we'll be solo, in a way,
without Jesus.

            That's where today's Gospel reading comes in, offering
followers of Jesus, including those of us who follow Jesus today,
the comforting and empowering promise we aren't going to be
alone for long. Jesus is sending us the mysterious paraclete, a
word often translated helper or advocate, to be with us.

            It's a strange word, to be sure, one that is rare in the
Gospels and proves difficult to translate. A literal attempt to
translate the word is "one called alongside". It is a term that
indicates not just being present, hovering around while we do
what we do. The term infers a relationship, one of listening to
each other and following each other. Not just you and me
listening to and following each other, but listening to and
following this mysterious paraclete, who we call the Holy Spirit.

            That is why the concept of an accompanist might help
us understand our relationship with the Holy Spirit. When we
think about our religious or spiritual lives, we might think about
or envision a relationship with God as who we pray to. And
many of us find solace in the healing of Jesus, the hope of
resurrection life he brings into the world and we eagerly await
the day he will return brining to culmination God's Kingdom
here on earth. But where does the illusive Holy Spirit factor into
our spirituality? We can think of the Holy Spirit as comforter,
but the Holy Spirit isn't a blanket on cold night. We might think
of the Holy Spirit as an advocate, but the Holy Spirit really isn't
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our defense attorney.

            The Holy Spirit is a much more vibrant presence among
us, one that makes Christ's presence and that of God known.
This isn't passive, it is deeply connective. I wonder if we are
guilty of imagining our relationship with God as one where God
is distant and sitting on God's throne in heaven waiting for us to
remember to pray to God, and when we pray or go to church, or
watch church on TV, as we have to do during the COVID-19
pandemic, it makes God happy and we're all good. But that isn't
really a relationship, it's more like a form of consumerism. A
relationship is something that is not just give and take. A
healthy relationship is one where both parties assume
responsibility for the care of each other and the relationship
itself. Consider this simplistic example: in my marriage, some
days I work too late to start dinner, so my husband makes
dinner. And vice versa. Sometimes we plan and make dinner
together. It doesn't matter who does the work, as long as there
is meal for our family to share, and we are grateful for the meal.
 
            Now consider this deeper, more spiritual example. Two
years ago, I ran out of prayers. When it came to talking to God,
I was empty. I had suffered a loss, my cat who was more than a
pet for me had died. This cat played a role in how my husband
and I met. The cat was part of the family, and we were all
devastated to learn he had cancer, the kind that could not be
treated, and we cared for him as he got sicker and sicker and
finally died. Those days I prayed continually to God, prayers of
gratitude, prayers asking for help, prayers confessing how tired
I was. I remember my last prayer on the day my cat died, "Dear
God, we give you Porter, I'd do what he says if I were you." And
that was it. I was empty. I had run out of prayers.

            The next day, it was a gloomy, cloudy day here in
Athens. As I drove into the church, the clouds parted, and the
sun broke through the gray gloom of the day and the sunlight
shown right into my car. The light reflected off a keychain with
my cat's image engraved on it that friends had given me so that
the image of my cat appeared on the car's visor. You can call
that coincidence if it makes you comfortable, but that was
exactly the thing I needed to see at that moment. And I felt a
little less empty, so that I could thank God for the light. Later I
realized that God had reached out to me in my sorrow, because
I was not able to reach out to God. When I couldn't participate
in our relationship because I was too exhausted, God picked up
the slack because to God, the most important thing is our
relationship, a real honest to God relationship. It was a
beautiful, humbling, empowering moment for me. I believe this



Good Shepherd E-News, 17 May 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=c5d5128e-2d02-4ffb-913f-668a7b2079d7[5/17/2020 1:34:04 AM]

was the Holy Spirit making God's presence known to me.

            Not unlike back when I was in high school and my band
teacher accompanied me during the Solo and Ensemble
competition. There are parts in a solo when the soloist is silently
counting rests, and that is when the accompanist doesn't just fill
in the silence with music, they have to play in a way that helps
the soloist count. In order to get through the piece, both the
soloist and accompanist need to listen to each other and follow
each other, that is how beautiful music is made.

            It is also how beautiful relationship is made. That
listening to each other and following each other is just another
expression of God's love. It's not a passive love, but always
active, listening to us and following us as we listen and follow
the Holy Spirit.

            During the COVID-19 pandemic, it might be easy to
forget our place in that beautiful relationship. Especially because
so much of how we normally worship and participate in ministry
is paused for a while as we practice a new way of loving each
other by refraining from being together. But even when we
understand this as an expression of love, it can still feel like
we've been orphaned or are alone. Perhaps hearing Jesus'
promise of sending us an accompanist can be both the comfort
and encouragement we need to move through this
unprecedented time. Perhaps the words of Jesus might help us
remember God isn't off watching all this happening from a
throne in heaven, the Holy Spirit is showing us God is present in
the uncertainty of this time, carrying us when we are too
overwhelmed or tired or sad to move on our own.

            And when we are ready, the Holy Spirit will continue to
be with us so that we can be present to our community. That
might have to look different during the pandemic, but there will
be ways we can show God's love to our neighborhood and the
world. The Holy Spirit is right here with us, even in a pandemic,
listening to us, waiting for us to listen and follow where the Holy
Spirit is leading.

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of
Canterbury, and for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace
with justice throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of
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the coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops.  
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *   Alex T., Jan S,
Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Robert Betz III,
Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Chris Eaton, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Martha
Hansgen, Hailey Luelloff, Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea
Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Sandy
and Larry Oney, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Flora
Sherman, Ann and James Sweeney, Jim Turnbull, Laura Unger,
Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy
White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, Mark
Zepplin, and we pray for all who care for them.

Anniversary:  John and Christy Ortman (5/25)

Birthdays:  Bonnie Savage (5/24), June Wieman (5/25)

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
no Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish
full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

 The Gospel              John 14:15-21

Jesus said, "If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be
with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and he will

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com


Good Shepherd E-News, 17 May 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=c5d5128e-2d02-4ffb-913f-668a7b2079d7[5/17/2020 1:34:04 AM]

be in you.

"I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming
to you. In a little while the world will no
longer see me, but you will see me; because
I live, you also will live. On that day you will
know that I am in my Father, and you in me,

and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them."

Service Music (Marsha Reilly) 
All Things bright and beautiful
(Hymn 405)

Three settings of "All things bright
and beautiful"

    1. Emma Lou Diemer

    2. Franklin Ashdown

    3. Robert Powell

Come down O Love divine 
(Hymn 516)

Chorale-prelude on "Come down O love divine"  
(Herbert Sumsion)

Many and great  (Hymn 385)

Setting of  "Many and Great"  (Timothy Albrecht)

This joyful Eastertide  (Hymn 192)

Setting of "This joyful Eastertide" (Kenneth Kosche)

Alleluia, alleluia hearts and voices heavenward raise  
(Hymn 191) 

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AllThingsBright(405).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AllThingsBright(405)Diemer.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AllThingsBright(405)Ashdown.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AllThingsBright(405)Powell.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ComeDownLoveDivine(516).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ComeDownLoveDivine(516)PreludeSumsion.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ManyAndGreat(385).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ManyAndGreat(385)Albrecht.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ThisJoyfulEastertide(192).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ThisJoyfulEastertide(192)Kosche.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AlleluiaHeartsVoices(191).mp3
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At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Congratulations and Godspeed 
Johnathen Sweeny!
We are certainly going to
miss Johnathen's presence
with us at Church of the
Good Shepherd where he
was Received into the
Episcopal Church, served for
one year as the Student
Representative on Vestry,
and was doing an internship
to help us with our social
media presence this last
semester, which of course
was cut short due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Johnathen has moved back
to Cincinnati and had his first
freelance writing job.  We wish him Godspeed!
 
To all graduates: you are all remarkable people and have had
graduation recognition like no others before you.  We thank you
for all you have sacrificed for the health and well-being of us all
during this unprecedented time in history.  No doubt historians

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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will ask you to recount this experience.  It is painful for us to
not share how proud we are of you in person.  Yet our joy in
your achievements out way any regrets.  And we give you our
blessing as you go out into a very different world:
 
A Blessing for All Graduates:
 

May the peace of The Lord Christ go with you, wherever you
are sent.

May the Holy Spirit guide you through the wilderness, protect
you through the storm.

May God bring you home rejoicing at the wonders God has
shown you.

May God bring you home to us at Church of the Good
Shepherd rejoicing once again into our doors.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.  Amen.
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other
matters, please contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-
5634 or by e-mail at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 
or barbara@chogs.org).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
mailto:barbara@chogs.org
mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/
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