


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
r: 

I was trilled when Bob Shelly extended a call on behalf of the Vestry 
and p&pie of Good Shepherd to serve as your next Rector. Good 
Shepherd is a wonderful parish with a rich history and a bright future. 
I'm excited about the call, and, as I told Bob, everything felt right from 
the beginning. I am convinced that, with God's help, there is no limit to 
what we can do together. 

As I said to you in a letter that was distributed on the Second Sunday in 
Lent, I look forward to meeting and getting to know each of you. I 
started praying for you when the search process began, and I will 
continue to do so. I ask you to do the same for me and my family. I 
believe that one of the foundations for our ministry together must be 
prayer, not just for each other but for the needs of God's world. 
Grounded in prayer and worship, especially the Holy Eucharist, we can 
better work together as one body to bear witness to the Reign of God. In 
that same letter, I promised you a longer introduction. I would also like 
to share a bit more about my faith, as well as some of my hopes for our % 

common future. 

I am a native of Southern California (born in suburban Los Angeles and 
raised in San Diego). My parents are now both retired and still live in 
San Diego, as does my sister, Ellen, who is a kindergarten teacher. My 
brother and sister-in-law, John and Laila, live in the San Francisco Bay 
Area. I met Tracey, my wife, at a joint Episcopal and Lutheran young 
adult and campus ministry shortly after I graduated from college. 

Tracey and I are both novices in the Third Order of the Society of Saint 
Francis, an Episcopal/Anglican religious community, and my spirituality 
is formed by the attempt to follow Jesus Christ in the way of Francis of 
Assisi. Franciscan spirituality is Christ-centered, spontaneous, and open 
to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Franciscans tend to stress the 
goodness, love, and mercy of God; the sisterhood and brotherhood of all 
creatures; and an attitude of openness to all people. For Francis, as for 
Jesus, God's embrace is all inclusive. Jesus welcomes all people to his 
table, without exceptions. 

I was baptized in the Episcopal Church as an adult, and I still remember 
the promises 1 made that day. Fundamental to my faith are the words 
spoken in the baptismal rite when we are anointed with oil and signed 
with the cross: "You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism, and 
marked as Christ's own forever." With all my heart, I believe that God 
loves each one of us more deeply than we can ever h l ly  know and that 
God's love can break down every barrier that divides human beings. 
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It was during college that 1 came into the Church. Part of my conversion 
to the Christian faith involved witnessing the contrast between the 
poverty of homeless people in Harvard Square (I once saw a man strip 
naked to wash his only clothes at a laundromat) and the affluence of 
many of my fellow students. Since then, I have sought to be active in 
outreach and advocacy ministries wherever I have been. Among many 
other things, I was impressed by the commitment of Good Shepherd to 
these forms of Christian ministry and by your specific efforts to feed the 
hungry. 

As I mentioned in my earlier letter, we have two wonderful children. 
Rachel is seven, and Danny is four. Rachel will be going into the 
second grade. She likes art, reading, and dancing, and is incredibly 
verbal. She would insist that I tell you that she has two cats, ~ o j b  and 
Sparkle, who are also members of our family. Danny is a very funny, 
outgoing little boy, who makes friends wherever he goes. Shortly after 
he was born, we found out that he has Down Syndrome. After a brief 
stay in the hospital, he has been very healthy. He has many 
developmental difficulties, and being parents of a child with special 
needs has transformed our lives, mostly for the better. Tracey is also a 
priest. She currently does some adult education in our parish and often 
serves as a priest on Sundays for a couple of tiny mountain churches that 
are nearby. 

For the past three years, I have been teaching in a seminary of the 
' Episcopal Church at the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee. 

I have taught Christian theology, including the required courses on 
Trinity, Christ, and creation and Church, sacraments, and mission, as 
well as many electives in Christian spirituality. I have worked closely 
with Bob Hughes who was an assisting priest and campus minister at 
Good Shepherd in the early 1970's. This year I am replacing Bob while 
he is on sabbatical. While in Sewanee, I finished my Ph.D. in Christian 
theology at the University of Chicago Divinity School, where I used to 
work in campus ministry. (I now know more about thirteenth-century 
commentaries on John's Gospel than anyone probably should.) When 
I'm not working, I enjoy playing with the kids and spending time 
together as a family. For three years now, our lives have been bound up 
with a very tight community in a college town less than ten percent the 
size of Athens. Sewanee is a Church-related university. Really, it's a 
liberal arts college, and almost all of the graduate programs are in the 
seminary. As the students like to joke, "Sewanee is not a university - 
it's an Anglican theme park!" 
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You have come near to the conclusion of a long interim period. Your 
Vestry, Wardens, and Search Committee deserve a great deal of 
gratitude for their faithfulness and hard work during the call process. I 
am personally grateful for their hospitality to me on your behalf. I look 
forward to working side by side with them - and with you all - in the 
months and years to come. One of the things I appreciated most about 
the process, in addition to the considerable warmth and friendliness of 
the people, was the honesty with which they described the particular 
strengths of Good Shepherd, as well as some of the challenges for our 
ministry together. 

I accepted the call to be your Rector, because I believe that God is 
already doing wonderful things at Good Shepherd, and I want to be part 
of that. A basic principle of ministry is that the Holy Spirit always 
shows up before we do. I will soon enter into your community and its 
ongoing ministry. For a season, which I hope will be a long and fruitful 
one, I will be among you as "pastor, priest, and teacher." (BCP, p. 531) 
Much of my ministry the first year will be spent listening and finding 
out what else God is up to. I want to become part of the Good Shepherd 
community and learn what you do together. What is God doing in your 
life? Where do you find joy? Where do you suffer? What are your 
hopes and dreams for the future? 

This summer, we will also begin to address the goals that your Vestry 
developed during the interim period. I have already begun to share with 
the Vestry some of my ideas for building on Good Shepherd's many 
strengths. As I see it, this will be an open and collaborative process in 
which everyone will have a voice, but it is also something that will 
require strong leadership from your Vestry and from me. Being called 
as your priest involves a solemn trust, and I intend to earn that trust. In 
the months to come, I will be asking for your help in defining and 
engaging the ministry that we will share together. I will also be asking 
you to welcome us into your lives. 

I can't wait to meet all of you in person. My first Sunday is May 2lSt. 
Tracey and the children will arrive a week or so behind me, and they too 
are incredibly excited. 

Good bless you. I am delighted to be your new Rector and look forward 
to serving with you. 

Grace and peace, 

Bill 

The Rev. Dr. R. William Carroll 
Page 3 



Senior Warden 
Comments.. . 
Greetings, 

The very good news this month is that our new Rector, the Reverend 
Bill Carroll, and his family, wife Tracey and children Rachel and 
Danny, will be here at the end of May. As I write this, I have heard that 
they have purchased a house, and are planning to move around 
Memorial Day. His first Sunday with us will be May 2lSt, Easter 6. 
This is indeed good news. 

We are also making excellent progress on our preparations for Easter. 
Presently, we are planning a joint Maundy Thursday service with Christ 
Lutheran. Marsha Reilly is working with George Weckman to create a 
truly moving musical program. I want to encourage you to participate in 
this Ecumenical Service. 

Yours in Christ, 

Bob Shelly, 
Senior Ward 

The Choir Rehearsals at Good Shepherd for the month of April are: 

Wednesday, April 5fi, at 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 1 2 ~ ,  at 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 19'", at 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 26th, at 7:00 p.m. 

On Maundy Thursday the Good Shepherd Choir will join with the Choir 
of Christ Lutheran Church for the service at 7:00 p.m. at Christ Lutheran 
Church. Rehearsal will be at 6:15 p.m. -no vestments are needed. 

Remember new members of the Good Shepherd Choir are always 
welcome. If you would like to join, please let me know. 



April 2006 

There are three matters I would like to review and update you on. 'None 
of them occupy a full article, but all are important. 

Matter #1 (Our "Pass-Thru" Accounts) - In our annual budget, we 
maintain several "pass-thrum accounts as a vehicle to receive and pass on 
financial contributions that individual parishioners wish to make to 
various programs in the community at large. For instance, people in and 
out of Good Shepherd give money to support the Wednesday Lunch. 
Any such donations to the Wednesday Lunch are credited to this 
account, and out of this we reimburse expenses that this program incurs. 
The amount of $3,000 appears in the budget, both as an income and an 
expense item. This is simply an estimate of how much the Wednesday 
Lunch program expects to receive in "outside" donations this year. I 
adjust the budget figure annually for each "pass-thrum item based on my 
estimate of how much money I think will be handled in that year. At the 
end of the year, the donations and the expenses will exactly match. 

At the same time, we have set up a 2006 budget appropriation to the 
Wednesday Lunch for $1,060. This is a direct contribution from Good 
Shepherd to this ministry, and is not a "pass-thrum item. This is why the 
Wednesday Lunch appears twice in the budget. The advantage for you 
is that if you make a donation to the Wednesday Lunch, Good Shepherd 
will treat it as a "pass-thru" and include it on your pledge statement so 
you can treat it as a charitable deduction on your tax return. 

Matter #2 (The ISELF Fund) - Many of you have contributed to the 
financial support we have provided to one of our international student 
parishioners to help him finish his doctoral studies. As it happens, more 
money was contributed than was needed in this immediate case. I have 
placed the excess into the International Student Emergency Loan Fund 
(ISELF) account to assist international students who will have needs in 
the future. This account needs to be built up so we can give realistic 
help to international students in need. I will revisit this matter at a later 
time. 

Matter #3 (The Ergood7s ministry in Honduras) - Many of you were 
present on March 1 2th when 1 presented a $400 check to Bruce and Jane 
Ergood to help support their ministry in Honduras. Half come from 
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direct donations from parishioners, and half is the recent profits from the 
sale of Bishop's Blend Coffee. If you like coffee and want to support 
this ministry, see me any Sunday - hint, hint. 

But I heard something interesting at the last Vestry meeting. It came to 
my attention that some parishioners have said (in effect), "Well, I would 
love to support the Ergood's ministry, of course, but I don't need to 
since Good Shepherd is giving them money already." 

In point of fact, the "Honduras" ministry is a pass-thru account in our 
budget (see above). Good Shepherd will accept and pass along any 
donation you wish to make, and will include them on your pledge 
statement for tax purposes; and we are also dedicating profits from the 
sale of Bishop's Blend Coffee to their work, but Good Shepherd is not 
providing any money directly to the "Honduras" ministry out of the 
annual budget. In other words, I urge you to support their work 
generously with your donations and to drink lots of Bishop's Blend 
Coffee. I am completely confident that any money you give to this 
ministry will be used for its intended purpose, and there is no doubt that 
the Brgoods are in a position to receive funds. 

I greet you in the Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Jack Flemming, 
Treasurer 

The Kroger Program - an update 

As of Saturday, March 1sth, we had 59 Kroger cards out among our 
Good Shepherd members. On Sunday, March 19', we had an additional 
4 parishioners take out new cards -the program is growing. 

Kroger pays Good Shepherd 5% on all purchases made each month by 
Good Shepherd card holders. Kroger has been paying Good Shepherd 
an average of $250 each month, a welcomed source of revenue. A 
reminder for current card holders - be sure to keep using your cards 
when shopping at Kroger and keep them "loaded." 

For those of you who shop at Kroger and do not have cards call Glenda 
at the parish office (593-6877) and get your card, it costs you nothing 
and support Good Shepherd. It's a "WIN WIN" program. Thanks for 
your continued support! 

A1 Topping 
Stewardship Committee 
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Vestry Highlights 
for March 5th . . . 
Report of the Calling Committee: 

"On behalf of the Calling Committee we are pleased to prescnt 
the Reverend William Carroll to be called as the next Rector of 
the Church of the Good Shepherd. While blessed with a strong 
pool of applicants from which to choose, we are confident that 
by presenting Rev. Carroll we have identified the candidate best 
suited to meet the spiritual needs and goals of the parish as set 
forth in the parish profile. We reached this decision by 
unanimous vote on March lst, 2006." 

"The selection of Reverend Carroll represents the culmination 
of months of hard work and thoughtful prayer. We gratefully 
acknowledge the guidance and assistance of Canon Vicki Zust 
and the Reverend Michael Jupin, as well as the patience and 
support of the Vestry." 

After discussion the Vestry by unanimous votes accepted the 
recommendation of the Calling Committee and empowered Bob Shelly 
to carry on negotiations with Rev. Carroll. 

Vestry Highlights 
for March 16'~ . . . 
Treasurer's Report: Jack Flemming reported all is well and 
endowments arc up for the year. The fund raising goal for the search 
process has essentially been reached. In light of various interpretations 
on the pass thru figures present in the Annual Report, Jack Flemming 
noted there is no actual money until donated. Bob Shelly explained 
these figures represent a best guess based on prior experience of what 
will be spent and since the Honduras Support figure of $1,000 in annual 
report was not "really there" what has been received this year covers 
only about 40% of what the project will cost. 

Rector Lettcr of Agreement: Bob Shelly outlined the details to which 
he and Rev. Carroll have agreed in regards to salary, insurance, pension, 
worker's compensation and income replacement insurance, expenses 
such as car allowance, professional development, phone, use of the 
discretionary fund and other items such as mutual ministry review, 
sabbatical, etc. I11 summary we are within what we expected in regards 
to the total package. 
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Vestments: Phyllis Dean asked if a way could be worked out to pay for 
non-choir vestments rather than using the June Black Music Fund, and 
how to accept and account for donations. After discussing the 
stewardship issue of "earmarking" versus book keeping needs and 
making donating easy it was decided to create a "worship/acolytes" 
supply fund line or account. 

Misc,: Bob and Glenda will handle publicity opportunities to raise the 
profile of Good Shepherd during the arrival of the new Rector. Karen 
Evans-Romaine is taking students to Moscow for three months and will 
request a leave of absence. Jack Flemming will run another solicitation 
for Eucharistic Ministers. Bob Shelly was really impressed last week 
with the Lindley Inn Service (around 30 attending of which 20 were 
residents). 

Ted Foster 
Vestry Secretar 

Wednesday Free Lunch Report 

As our weekly notices in the Sunday Church bulletin indicate, the 
number of people we are serving is increasing. 

At the beginning of each meal we wonder, "Will there be enough food 
for our guests? Do we have enough help?" By one o'clock we are 
weary - that's for sure! But, the thank yous and greetings we receive 
more than make up for it. 

A greeting card a student hand us really made our day. He had written 
his own message: 

"All ofyour kindness puts a smile on my face and helps me get 
through my Wednesdays. You all are so very wonderful and I 
appreciate the lunch so very much. Thanks in a big way. " 

If you would like to be a member of the once-a-month team, let us 
know. or maybe baking a cake or cookies is your specialty. That is 
always appreciated. 

Joanne Larson 
Wednesday Lunch Crew 

Page 8 



News from the Pews 

Comings and Goings: Jim Anastas was granted a leave of absence 
from his February ushering duties for tips to Florida and Hawaii. 
Having completed his ushering duties, Bill Kaldis joined wife, Cynthia, 
for rest and recreation on Sanibel Island, Florida. Doris Green visited 
her two families in the Tampa, Florida, area. She attended the wedding 
of her grandson, Micah Green, and visited with great grandson Stephen 
Johnston, now six months old. Following their yearly skiing trip to 
Colorado, Arvin and Jeanne Wells visited friends in New York City for 
the opera and other good music. Ilona Carlson will spend the rest of 
the school year in Paris. 

Congratulations to: Debbie Hillard on the birth of her granddaughter 
on March 21" in Colorado - Skyler Nicole Hillard Sexe. Skyler's 
mother is former God Shepherd Acolyte Amy Hillard. Robin Sinclair 
celebrated her first birthday in Cincinnati on March 4'". Mother, Sara, 
joined in despite an unexpected appendectomy a few days earlier. 
Jeanne Wells who was a charter member of the Athens Metropolitan 
Housing Authority Board. The new building annex on Hope Drive will 
be named the Prisley-Wells Building. Hallie Frost, daughter of our 
Parish Administrator, Glenda and husband Mark, was inducted into the 
Alexander High School National Honor Society. 

Postulancy: T. J. Luce reports that she has been approved for 
Postulancy, the first step for holy orders. After visits to General 
Seminary in New York and Bexley in Columbus, she has decided to join 
Leslie Flemming at Bexley. 

Get Well Soon: Good to see Gifford Doxsee up and about after 
recuperation from Achilles heel surgery. Helen Marsh has returned to 
Hickory Creek after being treated for pneumonia in Columbus. Eve 
Campbell is also at Hickory Creek after her treatment of pneumonia. 

Our Condolences to: Zelma Coleman on the loss of her mother, Stella 
Lee and to Mark Frost on the loss of his father, Wimp Frost. 

The third annual Mountain Grace Conference is tentatively scheduled in 
Lancaster on September 9'". Anyone interested in serving on the 
Diocesan EAM Committee (meets quarterly) contact Reid Sinclair or 
Mike Maloney at meamon@aol.con~. 

Reid Sinclair, 
Roving Reporter 
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