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The list of definitions is long and includes: morally excellent; virtuous; 
pious; satisfactory in degree; of high quality; right; proper; fit; well-behaved; kind; 
friendly; honorable or worthy. These are all definitions assigned to the word 
good. 

 If we were to scour the powerful passion from John’s Gospel we all just 
experienced this Good Friday I am not sure we would find many examples that 
would bring to mind the word “good” that has gotten attached to his particular 
Friday.  

 It is not virtuous that Judas, Jesus own trusted follower, friend, and disciple 
betrayed Jesus, let alone that he got paid to do so. Later, Judas realized this too. 

 It is not morally excellent that Peter, the disciple Jesus once called his Rock 
flat out denied Jesus not once but three times. This seems to be something he 
couldn’t stop himself from doing, even though he immediately regretted it. 

 It is not righteous that Peter wasn’t the only one denying that day. The 
religious leaders were quick to deny God by aligning themselves with Cesar, 
something that directly contradicted their religion, just to get what they wanted. 

 It is not honorable that Pilate was more worried about preventing uprisings 
than he was justice for one trouble-making individual, and sent Jesus to be beaten 
and killed. Politics are like that, sometimes. 

 Certainly it is not kind or worthy that Jesus suffered brutal violence by 
being hit, scourged, and crucified.  

 It can’t be good that he died a death that was as humiliating as it was cruel 
and violent. 

 This does not seem to be a hopeful message. On the cross Jesus did not 
proclaim there would be more to come. Instead he tenderly took care of his 
mother, making sure the disciple who was at the foot of the cross with her took 
his mother into his home. This does not sound like something someone who knew 
he was coming back would do. Jesus does not have a single word of comfort for 
us today. 



 Instead, on this day we insist on calling Good, Jesus brings us face to 
terrifying face with the worst we humans are capable of. It is sort of like being 
back in the garden, you remember the garden that was at the very beginning, in 
Genesis, where we humans walked with God until the day we decided not to. The 
day Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, and discovered what shame and fear 
felt like. So when God showed up for their daily stroll, the man and woman hid, 
because they were afraid. And when God asked what was going on, everyone 
blamed everyone else, including God for their choice. In so doing, they pushed 
God away, and found themselves having to leave the garden. And as much as it 
might be said humans long for that paradise, it seems we keep on insisting on 
pushing God away. Sometimes we even get violent about it. 

 Even when Jesus walked on the earth, he wasn’t eagerly embraced by the 
whole wide world. Instead it seemed more like God in the garden. Jesus showed 
us God’s love, and sometimes that didn’t come across as sweet or tender, 
sometimes that meant reminding people of how we have turned from God: how 
more people than just Judas have betrayed their faith and relationship with God 
for money, security, or their own way. Sometimes Jesus reminded people that 
Peter is not the only person to deny their faith in God. Sometimes Jesus reminded 
people that the religious leaders of that time weren’t the only ones who sold out 
to governments or corporations or politics. The response to these reminders was 
often, but not always, anger, fear, and sadness. Anger and fear were what 
seemed to fuel the lies and violence and Jesus’ death in John’s Passion. 

 It can be all too easy to overlook that among Jesus’ compassionate acts of 
healing, parables, and beatitudes Jesus was preaching a message of change. He 
was calling people to change, to change from doing things our way, from living in 
fear and anger, to turn to doing things God’s way. And that can be a tough 
message to receive. 

 Often I hear people say that on Good Friday we come face to face with 
God’s anger. But I don’t see an angry God today. The anger I see in John’s Passion 
is from people, not God. Jesus himself doesn’t seem to utter one angry word.  

 Anger and fear can be found all around us to this day. Which means we are 
reminded that some things never change.  Today there are still acts of injustice, 
terrible crimes of violence and terror. Betrayal and denial happen all too often. 

 So where is the good in this day? How can it possibly be good to come face 
to face with the worst we human beings can do and did to Jesus? 



 This is a hard question for a hard moment. Maybe the answer isn’t one that 
is known as much as it one of those answers that is lived. 

 Maybe the goodness comes from Jesus’ response to all that anger and fear 
and violence. Jesus did not respond with anger, he didn’t get defensive or return 
the violence. Instead, he let go of life peacefully and powerfully. In John’s Gospel 
the author makes it clear that Jesus felt his life was something he gave up, no one 
took it from him. Maybe the goodness is that even when humanity showed its 
very worst Jesus showed us God still loves us. There was no casting out. There 
was no chastising, there was just the opportunity for people to look and see what 
we have done. 

  Today we have seen the worst we can do, and did do to Christ, and 
perhaps have been reminded of the worst we have done ourselves. Perhaps Good 
Friday reminds us of Jesus’ call to change, and perhaps painfully shows us the 
need to change. Maybe Jesus’ death on the cross shows us why we need to 
change and follow God’s ways and that we still can make that change. Maybe the 
real good news of Good Friday is that the worst isn’t all there is. Anger and fear 
and violence don’t get the last say. 

 Maybe the Good in Good Friday isn’t what any person did that day, or in 
what you or I do, but it is in what God does and what God is doing. Maybe that is 
hard to see sometimes, but even when we don’t see it, it can mean we don’t have 
to be slaves to anger or fear or violence, we can trust God, and we can let God 
have the final word. I bet it will be a good one. 


