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DOING MINISTRY! 
 

The Rev. Katharin K. Foster 
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Today’s Old Testament Lesson and Luke’s Gospel both tell  
us a how to DO ministry.  Each passage speaks to us in its own way.  
2nd Kings updates us on what’s going on with Elisha, the prophet 
who eventually received the mantel of prophetic succession from 
Elijah.  Elisha is doing well, on good terms with both God and the 
King of Israel.   
 
In fact, after performing several miracles (which we don’t hear 
about in today’s lesson) Elisha is now able to perform miracles at a 
distance from a person who seeks his ministry.  Such a person is 
Namaan, a mighty Aramean warrior who suffers from leprosy, the 
horrifying Old Testament disease that made those suffering from it 
ritually unclean and was fatal.  
 
Being a mighty warrior, Namaan looks for healing in his own 
mighty way.  He has his lord, the King of Aram, write a letter to the 
King of Samaria to arrange Namaan’s healing.  Then Namaan 
assembles a caravan of valuables—silver, gold, and garments to 
impress and probably to pay off the King of Aram.  Namaan 
mistakenly thinks the King will perform the healing.  Upon his 
arrival in Samaria, Namaan is shocked to learn that King, living in a 
fine palace, is not the miracle worker. Instead, the healer is a local 
prophet named Elisha, who lives in a very ordinary house nearby.   
 
At first, Namaan cannot believe that he, a mighty warrior, is to be 
healed by a local prophet who won’t even come to him in person 
to perform the necessary incantations and magic gestures.  The 
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only thing Elisha tells Namaan he has to do to be healed is simply 
to wash in the Jordan, the local river.  Predictably, Namaan 
disdains this local river as being far too common for such an 
important task.  Fortunately, Namaan’s servants, who have a lot 
more common sense than he does, tell him to just do what the 
prophet says. Namaan does and is healed. 
 
We can learn a lot about seeking God and God’s ministry from 
Namaan’s high-level blundering.  First, we need know who does 
God’s ministry—God! Next, we must understand that God’s 
ministry cannot be bought with stuff, no matter how much we 
accumulate and offer to God.  Finally, surprisingly, God’s ministry 
to us may be much more straightforward than we might have ever 
imagined.  No incantations and gestures needed, in other words. 
 
In addition to finding out how to seek God and God’s ministry to 
us, Namaan’s story shows us how to DO ministry.   Looking more 
closely at this fine story, we realize that an unsung hero of the 
story is not Namaan or the kings or even Elisha, the healer.  The 
unsung hero, or rather heroine, of the story is the young girl 
captive from Israel who sets in motion Namaan’s quest for healing. 
She MINISTERS to Namaan with her words to her mistress when 
she says: 

“If only my lord with the prophet who is in Samaria!  He 
would cure him of his leprosy.” 

The girl’s moment of ministry may seem to be a fleeting one, but 
look at the fantastic results: a leper is healed and made whole! 
 
Unlike the brief glimpse we have of the captive Israelite girl’s quiet, 
yet pivotal doing of ministry in 2nd Kings, Luke’s account of Jesus’ 
commissioning and sending out the “seventy others” gives us 
much broader picture of ministry.  It is filled with guidelines to 
doing ministry.   
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The 70 “others” were not the twelve disciples; so who were they?  
It’s OK for us to take a moment to imagine who they might have 
been: perhaps folks from Jesus’ home town or persons he had 
healed or some of the marginalized souls polite society despised.  
Whoever they were, Jesus deliberately chose these 70 and gave 
them their marching orders.  
 
Jesus’ marching orders contain so many details for doing ministry 
that they may be hard to take in when we first encounter them.  
An outside resource, The New Interpreter’s Bible, helps us sort out 
these details. This Bible identifies several basic principles for doing 
ministry that we can keep in mind, once we have discerned the 
specific ministry to which Jesus calls us.  
 
These principles include: 

1. When Jesus says, the harvest of ministry will be plentiful, he 
speaks to ministers in his time and in ours; ministry is needed 
in every age. 

2. Each one of us is called to minister.  “Go on your way,” is a 
call to everyone to become one of the “others. 

3. Ministry can be dangerous.  There will be “wolves” who will 
threaten us as we minister.  As members of the Good 
Shepherd’s flock, however, we know we can rely on his 
strengthening and protecting us. 

4. Our primary purpose as ministers is nothing less than 
bringing the kingdom of God more near in the world around 
us. 

5. Those to whom we minister are the “hosts’’ who determine 
the “menu” for our ministry.  Jesus charges as his ministers 
to “eat” or do what is set before us, being aware of the 
context in which we minister. 

6. Jesus is realistic about ministry, reminding us that, alas,  we 
will not always be successful.  When this happens, we are to 
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shake the dust a place from our feet and move on to a new 
place. A change of venue can be beneficial.  And, 
perseverance is a major key to ministry.  

7. Finally, Jesus reassures us that our ministry is working toward 
the fulfilling of God’s own redemptive purpose--the 
transformation and renewal of all of humanity. 

 
The captive Israelite girl, quietly setting Namaan on a path to 
wholeness; Elisha, the prophet, healing leprosy from a distance 
through a simple action; the 70 others, marching out boldly in 
response to Jesus’ sending them; us, you and me, sent out in this 
time and place; and, finally, Jesus himself, who will continue to 
send out and strengthen us ministers—all are doing ministry. May 
we join them as God’s ministers.  AMEN. 


