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Remember when we were kids and the older kids would try to leave us behind as 

they went off on some great adventure?  The first words out of our mouths were 

“Hey!  Wait up! Wait for me!” If we were really lucky, the older kids would wait up, 

so we could join in their adventure.   

 

These memories from childhood may have come into our minds this morning when 

we heard the Book of Acts describe this remarkable event in Jesus’ life. 

“After Jesus told the apostles the Holy Spirit would come upon them, as they 

were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  “ 

We can imagine that the apostles were shaking in their sandals by what they were 

witnessing!  What was happening here?  What was their beloved Teacher doing, 

leaving so soon after he had come back to talk to them as he had in the days they 

were traveling with him?   The apostles surely must have wanted cry out, “Hey, 

wait up!  Wait for us!” 

  

Unlike the Apostles, we have all of the Book of Acts and of the Gospel of John to 

explain, as well as any holy mystery can be explained, Jesus’ ascension. Acts tells 

us:  

“ While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly, two 

men in white robes stood by them.  They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 



stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 

you into heaven, will come again in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.’” 

In their awe at Jesus’ spectacular departure, the apostles had completely forgotten 

he had told them he would be leaving them soon. 

 

According to John’s Gospel, Jesus spent a lot of time telling the apostles that he 

would soon be “glorified” by his Father.  They must have wondered just what he 

meant by “being glorified.”  Would Jesus assume some new, glorious status as the 

King of heaven?  Would he again be transfigured as he was that time on the 

mountain top?  

 

While the risen Jesus did not explain precisely what “glorification” meant, he had 

made it clear to the apostles that he would return to his Father at some point. Only 

after the risen Jesus departed would the apostles receive the Holy Spirit as he had 

promised them.  Only then would they receive power to become Jesus’ “witnesses 

in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.”  This Holy 

Spirit would not only empower and strengthen them, it would connect them to 

God and to Jesus, especially in times when they needed comfort as well as power 

and strength. 

 

When Jesus talks about the apostles and us also being with the Father, he is 

describing more than a deep spiritual relationship with God.  Jesus is telling us that 

we humans, in all of our messiness, yet with our sins forgiven, will also experience 



the “glorification” that he experiences.  Because we belong to him and to God, we, 

too, will be transfigured as we enter into eternal life.  In order for this mystery to 

take place, though, Jesus himself has to return to the Father.  As our opening hymn 

says today: 

“Thou hast raised our human nature to the clouds on God’s right hand. 

There we sit in heavenly places; there with thee in glory stand; 

Jesus reign, adored by angels; Man with God is on the throne 

Mighty Lord, in thine Ascension, we by faith behold our own. 

Truly, in his going away from us, Jesus brought us the Holy Spirit and assured us of 

eternal life. 

 

Still, as the apostles stood looking up toward heaven, they were not thinking about 

Jesus returning to his rightful place or the eventually be joining Jesus in glory at his 

Father’s side.  They felt orphaned and abandoned. Our collect today expresses 

exactly how they felt and we feel when we are spiritually alone.  The early part of 

the collect says: 

“O God, the king of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 

great triumph to your kingdom in heaven. 

Do not leave us comfortless  . . . 

But then the collect goes on to pray with a confidence the bewildered apostles 

probably did not feel: 

“but send us your Holy Spirit to comfort us, and exalt us to that same place 

where our Savior Christ has gone before…” 



In the space of just one or two sentences, the collect moves from pleading to 

boldly petitioning for God’s grace.  Why does this collect move so swiftly from 

beseeching God to our almost demanding God’s action?  Well, in addition to our 

understanding that we are the “people of God” in a general sort of way, we also 

know we are “Easter People.”  We live in the promise and in the hope of Jesus’ 

death and resurrection.  We have confidence in god and in God in Christ because 

we know God has already fulfilled the promise of Easter.  Hence, our boldness in 

petitioning God when we pray. 

 

In light of our hope and confidence, Jesus’ Ascension takes on a deeper meaning 

for us as a major part of God’s plan for our salvation.  Jesus has already carried the 

first parts of this plan by leaving this world to reclaim his place with the Father, by 

sending the Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and by taking our human nature up with 

him as he ascended.  Through these mighty acts, God and Jesus have assured us 

that there is much more to come.  There’s no need for us to call out, “Hey!  Wait 

up!  Wait up for us!”  Through God’s love and grace, we’re already on our way to 

that glorious much more to come.  AMEN. 


