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“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherd said to one 

another ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.’” 

 

The shepherds had been visited by angels (angels!) who told them to go the stable.  

Their own high and holy God had used angels to speak directly to them—

shepherds, among the most humble and marginalized members of their society.  

Could it really be true that the long-awaited Messiah, the promised Savior of Israel 

had finally arrived—and was first announced to shepherds?  They had to find out 

for themselves.  They had to go to Bethlehem. 

 

As we hear Luke’s description of the shepherds’ determination to go to the stable 

in Bethlehem, why are we here today on this most holy of days?  Why have we 

come to the stable? 

 For some of us, our NOT being here is an impossibility.  We could no more be 

absent from this place that we could be absent from weekly worship and 

Holy Communion.  For us, the story of Christmas is a year-round story, the 

very foundation of our life in Christ. 

 For others of us, whatever our regular pattern of worship, we know that this 

day and this place are extremely important to us.  In some ways, we sense 



they are more important than the birthdays, weddings, and other special 

events we celebrate during the rest of the year. 

 And, a few of us, to be quite honest, may not be sure just why we are here.  

Perhaps we feel we’re “expected” to be here for whatever reason.  Or, 

maybe just maybe, we’re responding to a deep longing God has placed in our 

heart, a wanting to come home in some way. 

 

When the shepherds arrived in Bethlehem, they found exactly what the angels had 

promised them: a mother, a father and a holy child.  What to each of us find here 

today?  How is God leading us to find meaning here?  Surely, God will help us find 

ourselves, find each other and find God. 

 

We spend a lot of our lifetime trying to “find ourselves,” first as teenagers and then 

as adults.  We try so hard that we often wind up losing rather than finding our true 

selves.  Here in this place at the stable, God invites us to stop trying so hard.  We 

have God’s permission to simply rest here for a while.  God invites us to open our 

hearts to the blessed, eternal Christmas story, so we can discover how it intersects 

with our own life stories. As we open our hearts, we become quiet, quiet enough 

to allow God to speak to us however God chooses.  Who knows what spiritual gifts 

has in store for us when we simply be and listen? 

 

We find each other today, too.  This seems obvious as we look about us.  Here we 

all are: young and old, short and tall—all sorts and conditions of persons.  What 

would happen, though, if we looked about in a different way?  What would happen 



if we looked at each other in the light coming from the stable in Bethlehem?  In this 

holy light, would we see just a collection of separate individuals—or would be see 

something else? 

 

In this holy light from the stable, God calls us to see NOT simply a random 

collection of individuals but rather a community, one people, the people of God.  

“The people of God” is a name we frequently hear in our worship services but 

seldom about what this name means.  We might have a fleeting mental picture of 

the people of God wandering with Moses in the wilderness.  Or, the people of God 

who followed Jesus.  Or, the people of god who made up the early church.  

 

These images are all good, but they’re not bold or comprehensive enough, because 

WE, all of us gathered here today, are the people of God, the body of Christ, the 

Church.  As we witness what happens at the stable, we accept God’s call us to 

make God’s presence known to the broken world outside these walls. 

 

Gathered here, we are witnesses to the ultimate expression of God’s love for all of 

humanity, for even shepherds and all other marginalized persons.  God’s ultimate 

expression of God’s love, comes not in the person of a mighty king, but in the 

person of a helpless newborn.  While we know the eventual fate of this holy child, 

we know that God’s love brought to us in Jesus’ birth is boundless, abiding with us 

at all times and in all the circumstances of our life.  Having experienced God’s love 

in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, what we find today is God’s 

overwhelming love for all of humanity for all time. 



 

Here, today, coming to the stable once again, we find our heart’s desire, our true 

home. We each find ourselves in a new way; we find each other, gathered as the 

people of god; and we find God’s immeasurable, steadfast love for us incarnate in 

Jesus Christ, God’s own Son.  AMEN 


