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We have an intriguing assortment of lessons set before us today.  There’s the story 

of God’s speaking to Samuel.  Then Paul admonishes us that the body is God’s 

temple, with the word “fornication” jumping right off the page into our 21st century 

imaginations.  Finally, in John’s Gospel, there’s Nathanael saying to Philip in the 

most condescending way “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”   

 

What shall make of this assortment? We can sympathize with Nathanael when he 

hears Philip’s cutting remark, because, haven’t we sometimes heard the same sort 

of thing: “Can anything worthwhile come out of Southeastern Ohio?” We can focus 

on Paul’s discussion of justification rather than fornication.  We can wrap our 

hearts around the familiar of God speaking directly to Samuel. Collectively, we see 

that all three lessons have to do with God’s call to the people of God, then and 

now.  

 

The lesson that seems to genuinely engage us is the familiar, wonderful story of 

God’s call to Samuel.  Can’t you just imagine Samuel racing to Eli in the temple and 

shouting with growing excitement “Here I am!” every time he hears God’s voice.  

Samuel’s enthusiasm brings to mind the kid in the grade school classroom who 

pleads, “Oh, teacher! I know the answer! Call on me!”  The point of the story is, of 

course, a person’s being ready as to hear and respond to God’s call as Samuel was. 



 

While we may boldly declare to God, “Here I am,” another question still hangs in 

the air and in our heart, the question “Now what do I do?”  Perhaps, Samuel, once 

his initial enthusiasm had waned, asked this same question.  We and Samuel are 

not alone in asking this question.  Many others have asked this question through 

the centuries, including people of God whom we would imagine would not need to 

ask such a question.   

 

Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints is the Episcopal Church’s book of 

prayers, biographies, and lessons that focus on persons we honor as prophets and 

teachers and, yes, as martyrs.   According to this book, Martin Luther King, whose 

life we honor as a nation tomorrow, asked God the same question many times in 

the course of his life and ministry.  Holy Women, Holy Men tells us: 

“[Living in constant danger] King was sustained by his deep faith. In 1957, he 

received, late at night, a vicious telephone threat.  Alone in his kitchen, he 

wept and prayed.  He relates that he heard the voice of the Lord speaking to 

him and saying, “Martin Luther, stand up for righteousness, stand up for 

justice,” and promising never to leave him alone—“No, never alone.” King 

refers to his vision as his “Mountain-top experience.” 

 

In the movie Selma (which you must see), King is the hero, but a hero who 

questions, right in the midst of the voting rights protests, if he is doing God’s will.  

His life and the lives of his family have been threatened again. Protest marchers 

have been beaten. A clergyman has been killed. President Johnson has allowed J. 



Edgar Hoover to spy on King. Moreover, the President is determined to focus his 

efforts on the War on Poverty rather than on voting rights legislation.  We see King 

torn by all these concerns, so he prays, both alone and in public as he leads 

protesters to Selma’s Pettus Memorial bridge.  Through prayer, King receives the 

strength to go on. The Selma action continues.  The tide is turned.  God has acted..   

 

Just as Martin Luther King turned to God during a hard time, God allows us, 

encourages us, to do the same thing during our hard times.  As we wait for God’s 

response, we may not hear God’s voice in the way Samuel did or as Martin Luther 

King did.  We may not become prophets or martyrs.  God’s response to us may be 

much more quiet as we wait and hope.  God might kindle a new light in our heart, a 

completely new perception of our hard situation. We might experience a certainty 

that we should carry out a half-formed resolve involving ministry or the way we 

love of those around us.  We might understand that the familiar spiritual path we 

are following is valid and true and worthwhile.  We’re all mature enough people of 

God to know that God answers prayer in unexpected, creative ways. 

 

Praying during a hard time is not always easy.  We find ourselves stuck, not 

knowing what to say to God. If we’re calm enough, thinking about our Baptismal 

Vows can lead our hearts into prayer.  We can remember we have promised to: 

 Continue in the apostles teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 

the bread, and in the prayers. 

 Persevere in resisting evil, and whenever we fall into sin, repent and 

return to the Lord. 



 Proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ. 

 Seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself. 

 Strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity 

of every human being. 

With God’s help, our promises can become actions that will change the 

world around us. 

 

If we are so desperate during a hard time that remembering anything is 

impossible, then we can simply pray the most heartfelt prayer of all: HELP! 

God hears and understands what is in the heart.  God heard the heart of 

Martin Luther King.  God hears our hearts, as well.   AMEN  

        

 


