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On the evening of March 26, 2005, just over 10 million people in the 

UK turned their television sets to BBC One, sat back, and watched. They 
watched a young woman live her life in the usual way: she woke up, went to 

work in a department store, take a lunch break with her boyfriend.  A 
normal day played out to the viewers; a day we can perhaps all relate to: 

getting up in the morning, going to work or school, or going about our usual 
routine. For most of us, our day will end as predictably as it started.  But 

that was not to be the case for the young woman over 10 million people 
were watching. 

 As her work day was ending, she was sent to talk to a co-worker. 
Begrudgingly, she went, however when she arrived at his basement office, 

he was nowhere to be found. Instead she encountered something terribly 
frightening, a group of monsters, who backed her against a locked door. It 

was pretty scary; then, suddenly the door opened, a man appeared, grabbed 
the young woman’s arm, and said, “Run!” 

 Immediately, she did run, and followed the mysterious man not only to 
safety, but to a new way of living life. 

 So began the first episode of the new version of the long time running 

BBC science fiction TV series called Doctor Who. It had been 25 years since 
audiences had seen The Doctor,  and the young woman, whose name was 

Rose, wasn’t the only person who answered the Doctor’s call, so did millions 
of TV viewers not only in the UK, but in countries all over the world, 

including right here in the United States.  This new version of an old favorite 
character and TV show seemed to offer something audiences craved, its new 

expression of something old made people curious, and has attracted a whole 

new generation of people of all ages and back grounds to follow the 
adventures of a time traveling alien called The Doctor, including me. 

 As Rose and the other companions follow the Doctor they realize there 

can be more to life than just earning a living to pay the bills, they learn their 
lives can make a positive difference, and they change, even though they 

never know what will happen next as they follow The Doctor. 

 The same can be said for many fans, who follow all these story lines 

and as a result find themselves thinking about things in a new way, even 
and maybe especially because they just don’t know what is coming next 

either.  



 

 

 Even if we don’t see it at first glance, our Gospel reading this morning 

has a lot in common with that long awaited first episode of the new Doctor 
Who.  Like the action packed TV show, Mark’s Gospel moves at a fast pace, 

there is an urgency to it that we just can’t help but notice. Jesus showed up, 

Jesus called to the disciples, immediately, without delay, they left everything 
they were doing and followed him 

 Many commentators on today’s Gospel reading pay close attention to 

the part where the disciples left what they doing; they just dropped 
everything on the spot and followed Jesus. These commentators can’t seem 

to imagine people just dropping something as important as their work 
because of one person’s invitation, so they wonder if these disciples actually 

knew Jesus already. They wonder if Jesus had already talked with them at 
some length about following him, so that the disciples had time to think 

about it, pray about it, explained to their families what was happening, 

packed a travel bag, and were just waiting for Jesus to show up. 

 I don’t really know much about what happened before Jesus called the 
disciples. Mark’s Gospel seems to show us men who were living responsible, 

routine lives when Jesus broke into their day. And I am not sure we 
necessarily need to put that much energy into what the disciples were doing 

before the event in today’s Gospel, because it seems what Mark put his 
hurried emphasis on wasn’t the lives the disciples had been living, it was 

what Jesus was calling them to. 

 We heard Jesus say to the fishermen that he was going to make them 

“fish for people”, although many still prefer the wording from the King James 
Bible where Jesus said I will make you fishers of men. Either way, Jesus was 

calling those ordinary fishermen to follow him, and that meant something 
different than what they had been doing. 

 I don’t believe Jesus was saying there is anything wrong with working 

for a living, or having a job, but that would be focusing on what the disciples 

left. Jesus was instead inviting those disciples to discover what a life of 
following him would be like. 

 A life that is about turning to God, always, no matter what situation 

life hands us. That is what the word repent really means, and we heard that 
word in today’s Gospel, when Jesus started his trek to Galilee calling for 

people to repent. It is unfortunate that too often that word has been 
associated with guilt, so that when many hear the word repent it brings to 

mind negative feelings like shame. But it doesn’t have to be that way; 
repent means turning to God, no matter what. When faced with a tough 

decision, Jesus asks us to repent, and turn to God. When frightened, Jesus 

calls us to repent, and turn to God. If we are confused, bored, frustrated, 
angry, even happy, Jesus reminds us to turn to God, and let God influence 

our choices and decisions. 



 

 

 In this morning’s Gospel Mark might show us repentance, turning to 

God, doesn’t have to feel shameful or negative, it can be exciting. It can be 
exciting to embrace God’s way and be open and willing to turn to God, even, 

and maybe especially, when we don’t know what will happen. Jesus’ call to 

turn to God might have been a way to tell people God was up to something 
new, which might have made some, especially the disciples curious.  When 

Jesus invited his disciples follow him, he might have been inviting them to 
find out what God was doing. 

 It should be said that while today the disciples jumped up quickly and 

followed Jesus with no indication that they knew what was going to happen, 
we will see later in the same Gospel that they often struggled with following 

Jesus.  Following Jesus has no guarantee of ease; it doesn’t mean things will 
always work out the way we want, and that is why we need that reminder 

that following Jesus is about turning to God, no matter what. When we turn 

to God, we discover God is not far away, but quite close, wanting to live life 
with us, not just observing us. 

 Many of The Doctor’s companions experienced the same thing, they 

jumped to follow the Doctor, often because they were curious, not knowing 
where they would go or what would happen. On one level, that is exciting, 

but it is also an invitation to discover life is about more than just a daily 
routine, that there is actually a lot going on in the world, and the choices we 

all make can have a big impact not only on our lives, but the lives of others.   

 For The Doctor and his companions, that is often how they learn about 

repentance; turning to God rather than relying on their own cleverness or 
courage to see them through whatever adventure they happen to 

experience. 

 That is the very same journey Jesus called his disciples to: to discover 
how deep and rich and full of possibilities life can be, a life that can be lived 

in partnership with God. 

 Good Shepherd, today we have come together to celebrate a call. Not 

just my call to serve as your new priest, but your call too.  You haven’t been 
called to follow me, nor have I been called to follow you. Instead, both you 

as a parish and I as your priest, have been called to follow Jesus.  We have 
come together in a unique way; for very rarely does a discernment 

committee request to interview a priest, as yours did.  For me, when I 
received an email from the Transition Minister in the Diocese informing me 

your discernment committee had talked to her requesting to add me as one 
of your candidates, I saw that as a way you as a parish were answering 

Jesus call to follow him, and it made me deeply aware that God was at work, 

God was up to something, and I became deeply curious.  

 



 

 By that action, you reminded me of that following Jesus involves 

recognizing when God is up to something, and wondering what that might 
be, and so I am deeply honored to answer the call and join you in following 

Jesus, so that together we might discover what God might be up to. 

 It is very exciting, even though, and maybe especially because, we 

don’t know what the future holds for us yet; and as the Gospel tells us 
today, we don’t have to.  What we can see is that God is up to something, 

and it is God who has brought us together. 

 Today that is what we celebrate as we begin that journey of following 
Jesus together by starting to get to know each other, by introducing 

ourselves, sharing the stories of our lives, worshipping together, praying for 
each other, learning together, and caring for each other. By doing all this, 

day by day, we will discover what God is up to, we’ll meet the people God 
wants us to help, we’ll figure out the contributions we can make, and 

discover the things that will help us bring others closer to God. Like The 

Doctor’s companions, and like the disciples, such a life-giving journey of 
God’s love begins with a single step, today I am curious, excited, and 

honored and humbled as we can celebrate making this first step together, 
and eagerly look forward with trust and faith to every step we will take 

together as priest and parish, as we follow Christ into God’s great dream   
for us. 


