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A few days ago, Americans all over the country said goodbye to comedian 

and host of the Comedy Central TV show The Daily Show, Jon Stewart, who had 

been its host for 16 years. For those of you who might be unfamiliar with it, The 

Daily Show is a comedy in the form of satire of a day’s news events. While it is 

also a venue for historians, writers, entertainers, and philanthropists to plug their 

latest book, movie, or program, much of the show featured comedian Jon Stewart 

lampooning politicians, businesses, business leaders, government officials, or 

whoever happened to be in the news. He was also known for going after news 

channels, Fox News had been his most recent target. 

 Many people recognized that Stewart has the rare ability to point out issues 

and problems in a way that makes the audience laugh, which can be a way of 

helping acknowledge problems so we can begin to work on them. These people 

comprised most of Stewart’s fan base. And there are plenty of people who failed 

to see the humor in Stewart’s often deeply cutting remarks, to them, Stewart was 

a complainer who used his status as host of a TV comedy show to voice his 

complaints. They didn’t see brilliance in Jon Stewart, many saw him as a 

dangerous man whose constant complaining might negatively influence younger 

audiences and turn them cynical. The question of whether Jon Stewart is a voice 

of reason or a complainer probably depends on our individual points of view. 

 Either way, positively or negatively, I am sure all of us are familiar with 

complaining, and probably have both been complained about and been the ones 

complaining at different times in our lives. It is a natural and human response to 

complain when we are dissatisfied, disappointed, uncomfortable, confused, or 

even when we are afraid, sad or angry. Complaining is part of how we express 

these feelings; although there are times when anyone can be guilty of 

complaining just to complain. Perhaps we can relate with that too. 



 Complaining is part of life, so much so that it even showed up in our Gospel 

this morning. Today we are continuing with a part of John’s Gospel that follows 

the feeding of the 5000 scholars call the Bread of Life Discourse. It is such a deep, 

meaningful part of John’s Gospel, the lectionary has broken it up into smaller, 

hopefully more manageable bits for us. Today we pick up right where we left off 

last Sunday, where Jesus has said he is the Bread of Life and made the incredible 

statement that those who believe in him will never be hungry nor thirsty. The 

very human response to this statement, we just heard, was that the people 

complained. 

 They complained not to Jesus, but amongst themselves. This is no 

insignificant statement in John’s Gospel, as the author used the very same word 

for “complain” that was used way back in Exodus when the Israelites, freshly 

freed from the slavery of Pharaoh and Egypt complained there wasn’t enough to 

eat.  Scholars seem to agree that it is quite probable that the author of John used 

this word to remind those of us listening and reading this Gospel of that long 

story of Israel’s journey to living as God’s people who were free to worship God.  

 It is a long story because it was a long journey; not only in the miles 

traversed to reach the Promised Land, but the long journey the Israelites made 

from identifying themselves as slaves of Pharaoh to God’s Free People.   One 

major factor in that journey was complaining. I am sure we all remember the 

people complained to Moses: they complained there was no food, they 

complained there was no water. After God provided them with food and water 

they complained the food was boring and tasteless and the water was bitter. It 

seemed no matter what God did to appease the people’s complaints, the people 

found new things to complain about. 

 And if we look carefully at the story of this journey as told in Exodus and 

Deuteronomy, it wasn’t just the people who complained. Moses did a fair amount 

of complaining himself; mostly he complained to God about how the people God 

wanted him to lead kept complaining. 

 



 You see?  It is natural for people to complain, whether they are the 

Israelites, God’s chosen people, on the journey they had asked for in prayer for 

generations, or Moses the man God called to lead God’s people. All people 

complain, we can’t seem to help it. 

 Yet we also need to remember the story isn’t just about the people, or 

Moses, it is also a story about God. God who listened to the complaints when 

God’s people were slaves, when they were hungry, when they were thirsty, when 

they were scared, and when they were fed up to their back teeth with the people 

complaining, God listened. And God provided: food, water, and support. Why did 

God do that? What does this story tell us about God? 

 Perhaps one thing the story might tell us is that God loves complainers. 

Because God loves people. And perhaps the journey was so long because God 

wanted those complainers to transform from complaining against God to praising 

God and rejoicing in the wonderful life God gives. Maybe God hopes complaining 

might actually lead to people having a closer relationship with God. 

 Which brings us back to Jesus being aware of the complaining that was 

going on in our Gospel today and how he responded to it. Besides naming it, Jesus 

addressed the reason for the complaint: which was Jesus statement when he said 

he was from heaven. Scholars tell us the people complaining were doing so 

because they recognized Jesus was pointing to himself as being the Messiah. They 

were complaining because they believed they already knew his origins, they knew 

who his parents were, and so could not imagine Jesus being anything other than 

who they thought he was. The information they were certain about was getting in 

the way of them being open to seeing Jesus for who Jesus really is. 

 In her novel called Moses Man of the Mountain, author Zora Neale Hurston 

says it this way, “People just don’t think,” she wrote in a dialog between Moses 

and Joshua, where Moses went on to explain, “They [the people] are trying to go 

on what they know and that isn’t enough. So many more people know things than 

think things. One thought can put thousands to knowing, but knowing one thing 

doesn’t put many to thinking.  See how it is?” 

  



 

“Yes sir,” Joshua responded, “They know so much already they don’t do any 

more thinking.” 

 Zora Neale Hurston understood where these complaints originated from: 

from what the people knew, and because they held on so tightly to what they 

knew, they were unable to let go and see what was really in their midst: God who 

was giving them the same love God has always given. Love that will restore those 

who have wandered away from God, and will renew those who feel far from God. 

 Jesus went on to remind the people listening then and us now, that God’s 

love is not dependent on our being great, or perfect, or intelligent, or kind, or 

generous, or clever, or of great numbers. God does not love us because we 

discovered God’s awesomeness on our own. God loves us because God loves us. 

God loves us when we are loving, generous, when we listen, when we forgive. 

And God loves us when we don’t, God loves us when we are frightened, when we 

are insecure, when we are sad, or angry. And yes, God loves us even when we 

complain. Maybe because for God the complaining could be more than just being 

unhappy or complaining to complain, maybe God is hoping the complaints might 

be the start of another journey of transformation from complaining to praising, 

from being terribly disappointed things didn’t work out the way we wanted to 

trusting God is with us. 

 One way to start that journey is what Paul talked about in his letter to the 

Ephesians. Paul mentioned anger, that it is not bad to feel anger, but acting on it 

in harmful ways can be detrimental to a person and community. In his way, Paul 

may have been acknowledging what complaining points to: those feelings that so 

often get a bad rap: sadness, disappointment, and anger. They are natural, so it 

can be harmful if we suppress them, yet it can also be harmful if we let them 

overpower us. Instead Paul encouraged his congregation and us listening in today 

to let those emotions point to why we feel what we feel so that we can work 

through the issue causing the feelings. Much like Jesus challenged the  

 



 

complainers to consider seeing him in a new and different way, perhaps Paul in 

his letter was responding to complaints about people’s behavior as a way to show 

how sometimes complaints can help us recognize problems so we can work on 

them in ways that help us live into God’s love. 

 That might be the very same thing some people thought was behind Jon 

Stewart’s complaints: that he was naming a problem not to be a problem but to 

shine the light of truth on it so that it didn’t have to stay a problem.   

 Maybe that shouldn’t just be the task of comedians, since God seems to 

love complainers so much, maybe we can all use the days ahead to listen to 

complaints a little more closely, whether they are the complaints we hear or the 

ones coming out of our own mouths, and let those complaints lead us deeper into 

what is going on with ourselves, our families, our relationships, government, 

politics, even our parish. Perhaps we might even take up Jesus’ challenge to 

consider our complaint from a new perspective, which is how we can traverse the 

journey from complaining to being closer to the truth that God loves us. And in so 

doing, we could discover the cause for joy when any complaining can be 

transformed, through our open hearts, minds, and souls, by God’s love, to praise, 

one step at a time. It is not a new journey for any of us, but it can bring us closer 

to the life Jesus offers, and it can begin today. 

  

  


