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 This major literary work captured the imaginations of people even when it was 
first published in Spain in the year 1605. It did not take long for this book to make its 
way into the hands of readers in other countries, where it quickly grew in popularity, 
eventually becoming, as several literary critics have said a founding work of modern 
Western literature influencing authors such as Alexandre Dumas and Mark Twain; and 
comedians like Abbot and Costello. 

 It is rare to find another work that has maintained or even grown in relevance 
like this one, which may be another reason why Miguel de Cervantes’ Don Quixote is 
still read and loved by millions. It has been translated from its original Spanish into 
many languages, turned into plays, and even became a multiple award winning 
Broadway Musical called The Man of the La Mancha. 

 Throughout the centuries, people have debated what Cervantes’ story means. 
Some see the story of a gentleman reading so many stories of chivalry that he reads 
instead of sleeping and eating, until he becomes convinced he himself is a knight from 
those golden days of King Arthur, recruits his farmer neighbor Sancho Panza to become 
his sidekick, and goes off on his aging donkey to fight imaginary enemies for the honor 
of a lady who does not exist as pure nihilism, as a man who prefers escapism to reality 
to the extreme that he refuses to see the everyday truth.  Some say the story of Don 
Quixote is a tragedy, others a comedy, others a satire, others a revolutionary 
statement against the status quo and injustice, others say it is hard to tell, as it has 
elements of all those things enfolded in the misadventures of Don Quixote and Sancho 
Panza. 

 When I was a senior in high school, we had to translate Don Quixote from 
Spanish to English in my Spanish class. It was no small task, and took a long time. I had 
read Don Quixote before that, and had not liked it; all I had been able to see was a man 
who obviously preferred his imagination to reality which made it difficult for me to 
take him seriously.  

However, when I started delving into the story in its original language, I started 
to see something I hadn’t before, and came to not only admire but also to respect the 
character of Don Quixote.  I am glad I had the opportunity to translate this story, or I 
would have missed something important: the meaning that had gotten lost in 
translation. 



 I wonder if that is why the musical The Man of La Mancha won so many awards, 
because the music can carry that meaning, especially in the song from the musical 
called The Impossible Dream, where Don Quixote explains his quest: he is willing “to 
fight the unbeatable foe, bear the unbearable sorrow, run where the brave dare not 
go, try when your arms are to weary, to reach the unreachable star” as the song goes. 
It ends with the inspiring words: “and the world will be better for this, that one man, 
scorned and covered with scars, still strove with his last ounce of courage, to reach the 
unreachable star.” 

 What does that make Don Quixote? An escapist?  Or does it make him noble? Is 
he a dreamer or a prophet, or a bit of both?  Maybe he might sound a bit Christ-like? 

 I guess the answer all depends on what we believe it all means. That question of 
meaning appears in our readings this Pentecost Sunday, too.  We heard the question 
asked in the familiar reading from the Acts of the Apostles. We hear this reading every 
Pentecost Sunday, as it is a dramatic telling of what it was like to encounter the Holy 
Spirit. An encounter that was so amazingly powerful it looked like fire, felt like wind, 
and was so strong the people who experienced it just couldn’t keep it to themselves, 
they had to share it with everyone. And somehow, without knowing how, they were 
able to communicate with people they otherwise wouldn’t have and whether it was 
that ability or what they were saying about God was so impossibly unbelievable people 
stopped, noticed, listened, and wondered what it all might mean. 

 Some saw a bunch of drunks acting badly.  Jesus followers gone wild.  

 Peter responded by stating the people were witnessing what it looks like when 
the Holy Spirit is Present. He used a bit of Scripture from the Old Testament to give the 
events the meaning that the Holy Spirit speaks to everyone regardless of their age, 
gender, economic status, or race. And when the Holy Spirit is present those who hear 
it, and feel it will be inspired to dream. They will have vision. They will prophesy. 
Remember, the term prophesy in the Bible isn’t necessarily interpreted the way we 
usually think of the word today. Prophecy in the Bible doesn’t mean predicting the end 
of the world, it means saying the things God wants us to hear, about how God wants us 
to follow God and not our own ways. 

 As this is Memorial Day Weekend, when many will pause and remember the 
men and women who have given their lives serving in the military because that is part 
of our country’s history, it might also seem appropriate that we remember that being 
Christian, that following Christ, includes dreaming, visioning, and talking about the 
works of God. Too often we can forget that part of being a Christian because we tend 
to spend a lot of our time and energy as Christians caring for our buildings, planning 
our worship, and programs. These are not bad things, by any means, those are things 



that need to be done, but not as a means to end in themselves, but so that we can 
dream, we can have vision, and we can tell the story of God’s Love. In other words, so 
we can be open to receive the Holy Spirit and share that amazing, fiery, breath of fresh 
air with the world. 

 Of course the world may not always be receptive to this. As we saw in Acts, 
when the apostles’ energy and enthusiasm and willingness to talk to those they might 
not have talked to before was criticized for being drunkenness. That kind of criticism 
could also have been a way to dismiss what the apostles were saying, and even might 
have been an attempt to silence or stop them. Because what they had to say might 
have been threatening to the status quo. Those dreams of equality, of a God who 
reaches out and has personal contact with anyone and everyone and visions of the 
kind of community that might create are frightening to those who want power and 
prestige, or who like things the way they are. 

 In the Gospel reading from John this morning we heard Jesus say that when the 
Holy Spirit comes, the message the Holy Spirit brings may be threatening to some, 
because it will speak to things like sin, righteousness and judgment in a way where 
those things gain new meaning when are viewed through the lens of Christ’s life. 
Where sin is about doing our own will instead of God’s will, and righteousness is God’s 
Love in action, not proving others wrong, and justice is God’s mercy not revenge. 
Those beliefs are not always well received, they can be frightening, and might 
contradict what we’ve been taught. And when we as followers of Christ attempt to 
embody and tell that Love of God, we run the risk of being mistaken as escapists or 
dreamers of impossible dreams. 

 After all, there are plenty of experts out there telling us things like the Church is 
dying, that people are too busy to come to church, or our message is boring, or we 
have become irrelevant, or we are just a bunch of hypocrites. We are constantly being 
reminded our numbers are diminishing, and our congregations are aging. This our 
reality, and we need to face it for what it is. 

 I am not denying any of this. But on Pentecost Sunday, we are also reminded 
that we are not alone, we have the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit also brings truth, 
inspiration, life, energy, dreams and vision.  Good Shepherd, we have evidence of the 
presence of the Holy Spirit all around us, not only in how we came together as priest 
and parish, but in the many people who have heard the call or ordained ministry that 
have come from this parish. I understand AJ Stack, who will be ordained in two weeks 
is the 6th person from this parish to be ordained, and that is a high number for any  

 



parish. AJ and the others were open and courageous enough to hear the Holy Spirit 
and live into what dreams the Holy Spirit gave them, even if they might have seemed 
like impossible dreams to some. 

 Today is a great day for dreams, and to wonder about our dreams as a parish. 
Dreams for how we can live into God’s Love today. We also can remember dreams lose 
so much of their energy and power if they aren’t shared, and that another gift of the 
Holy Spirit is the desire to share our dreams, so that we can work together to make 
those dreams real ways to live into God’s love by creatively meeting physical, 
emotional and spiritual needs of those we know, and those we don’t know and might 
not even be inclined to talk to.  

 That kind of challenge might be a bit frightening; there is a risk someone might 
not understand, or take us seriously for dreaming such impossible dreams. But it 
seems the Holy Spirit specializes in dreams of the impossible variety, and that 
shouldn’t stop us from showing there is another way to live besides the way of 
mindlessly counting numbers or consuming. When we as a church dream, we might 
discover something far more powerful, what I discovered when I read Don Quixote in 
its native language: what some call impossible is the powerful, amazing, beautiful, life-
giving love of God Jesus shows us and calls us to live. The truth that what some call 
impossible might in fact be the reality God desires for us, and the Holy Spirit helps us 
live. So let’s dream! 


